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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was 

the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it 

was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” Charles Dickens, ‘A Tale of Two Cities’ 

I’m a bit of a fan of Charles Dickens, and I’ve often turned to his famous opening to ‘A 

Tale of Two Cities’ to begin an academic essay or a sermon. Dickens was writing about the 

era of the French Revolution, but he could just as well have been addressing us, now, in 

March of 2020 as we begin to realise what Covid19 means for us as a society.  

It’s hard not to feel that we’re living in the worst of times. The news is unrelentingly bleak. 

As I write death tolls are rising, schools are closing, businesses in our villages are fearful 

for their futures and worship in church has been suspended for the safety of all. Weddings are being cancelled 

and baptisms postponed, and it’s most unlikely that we’ll be able to gather for Easter. We’re afraid for ourselves 

and those we love who are elderly or have chronic health issues; and when we venture out of the village to the 

supermarket we’re appalled by empty shelves, panic buying, profiteering and the apparent selfishness of a good 

proportion of people. As Dickens writes, ‘ it was the worst of times…it was the age of foolishness…it was the 

epoch of incredulity…it was the season of darkness…it was the winter of despair…’ 

But there is an antidote to despair, and there are as many generous hearts around us as those that are self-centred 

and selfish. People are doing little random acts of kindness for one another; a lovely young woman named Katie 

let me jump the queue at Knitsley Farm shop for the homemade biscuits I’m now addicted to, and wouldn’t let 

me pay for them. A shopkeeper in Houghton gave Ian’s mam a pack of toilet rolls. Groups are springing up in 

Lanchester and Burnhope and Annfield Plain, Catchgate and Harelaw to look after those who are self-isolating, 

social distancing, vulnerable and lonely. A real sense of community is growing all around us. 

Our faith, of course, is all about community. When Jesus preached the sermon at Nazareth (Luke 4:14-21) he 

signalled the coming of God’s kingdom in freedom and love for all. The great miracles in the Gospels 

emphasise the abundance of God’s provision for us and our duty to love one another. We preface our communal 

confession each Sunday in church with Jesus’ reframing of the Law; 

‘The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
Matthew 22:37-40. 

After the day of Pentecost the early church set about living out the kingdom, pooling resources, loving one 

another and appointing deacons to seek out and care for the vulnerable, the lost and the lonely.  

I see green shoots of hope in our current efforts to help one another, and echoes of the way the early church 

mirrored God’s love for us in concrete and practical ways. And my colleagues who are tech-savvy enough to be 

able to stream services online have seen a staggering interest in our message of faith, hope and love- one friend 

of mine who normally has a congregation for Morning Prayer of no more than 3 had 189 watching as he prayed 

morning prayer last week. 

So it may indeed be the worst of times- but as we rise to the challenge to live and be church in radically different 

ways, we have an opportunity to truly be God’s Easter people, a people full of the joy of the resurrection and 

love for one another. And then, looking back on this time as Dickens looked back on the terrors of the French 

Revolution, we will say; 

‘It was the best of times…it was the age of wisdom…it was the epoch of belief…it was the season of 

light…it was the spring of hope..’ 

May God’s blessing be upon us all. 

Revd Lesley 



 

 

 

 

 

How to be Church in Troubled Times 

Earlier this week, the Archbishops responded to the Government’s emergency measures for controlling Covid-
19 by issuing an instruction to suspend our regular services until further notice. It’s a grief to all of us that we 
won’t be able to meet regularly as the family of God and share in the Eucharist – but that doesn’t mean we’ve 
stopped being church. Instead, we’re finding new ways to pray and worship together in spirit and in truth, ways 
that propel us out of our beautiful building and into the heart of our communities where we can shine with the 
light of Christ. Here are some ways to carry on praying, worshipping and caring for one another;                                                                                                                              
We’re delivering a ‘Worship at Home’ booklet with our magazine. It contains two simple services, collects, 
readings and prayers. Let’s all pray the reflective service at 10 am each Sunday- and then we will feel the con-
nection that the Church’s set times of prayer has always afforded to Christians around the world. If you don’t 
receive a booklet or know someone who isn’t on the mailing list but would like one, please let me know by ring-
ing 01207 529166 and we’ll deliver one for you.                                                                                              
We’re setting up telephone contact teams for those of you who’d like a chat. If we don’t already have your   tel-
ephone number and you’d like to keep in regular contact with us, please ring me – and if you know anyone 
who’d also like this sort of support, let them know we’re here.                                                                             
All Saints remains an open church and will do so until we’re instructed otherwise. If you’d like some peace and 
quiet and the space to draw breath and pray, please come- but do please observe all precautions as to social dis-
tancing.                                                                                                                                                                 
Your clergy and ministry teams will be praying as they always have. Prayer requests can be left on the prayer 
tree in All Saints, telephoned in, sent by email to reverendsutherland@gmail.com, or notified to us on our Face-
book pages- Lanchester Parish Church, St Thomas’ Harelaw and Annfield Plain, and Lesley Sutherland. I’ll be 
posting a simple prayer, readings and a short reflection each Sunday on each of our pages.                                                                                                                                                                   
If you’re digitally active, there are lots of resources to share in streamed worship. Durham Cathedral is posting 
special services (https://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/), and you can find local live-streamed worship by visiting 
https://durhamdiocese.org/covid-19/live-streamed-services/. I have a real face for Radio, so I’m afraid you 
won’t see me doing any live streaming!                                                                                                                         
The more traditional amongst us can listen to worship daily on Radio 4 LW, and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
is leading us in prayer this Sunday on local radio. The BBC plans to broadcast a weekly Sunday morning ser-
vice on BBC1.                                                                                                                                                                
Volunteer if you can. Join the help groups, stay in contact with one another, keep active, and keep praying!                           
Above all, do not be afraid. In the beatitudes Jesus challenged his followers to live life to the full. ‘Do not be 
afraid’ is the instruction most often repeated in scripture, and memorably Jesus assures us of his love when tell-
ing us not to worry; 

‘25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about 
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the 
birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to your stature?’ 

Matthew 6:25-27, New King James’ Version 

Every time we are tempted to give in to fear we need to make a conscious choice to respond in trust and open-
ness, and to be an example. We don’t need to hoard or stockpile. If you have plenty, remember that many more 
people may have to turn to Foodbanks as the weeks pass. One infectious disease specialist recently wrote that 
one of their biggest fears is the example we are setting for our children in how we respond to the threat of the 
virus. Instead of reason, rationality, openmindedness and altruism, by our actions we are telling them to panic, 
be fearful, suspicious, reactionary and self-interested. As Christians we can truly model a loving and generous 
response to crisis.                                                                                                      



PARISH REGISTERS 
      Lanchester and Burnhope  

Funerals 

6th March  David Pinkney aged 86 years 

27th March        David Alexander Buchan aged 94 years at West Road Crematorium Newcastle  

 
‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

 

Lanchester Partnership And Churches Together COVID-19 support 
 
At the initial meeting we discussed the ideas and plans. Actions being taken are..... 

List of contacts for volunteers collated with phone numbers and emails and info on who is willing to ei-
ther 1. Be on shift to answer calls 2. Shop for items needed 3. Deliver items needed 4. Be a listener for 
those needing someone to talk to 5. Help with admin.  

Please can anyone not at the meeting who would  like adding to the list, email the lanchesterpartner-
ship@gmail.com with name, phone number and what you are willing to help with  

We have a basic poster  that will be “tweaked” and then put in the Village Voice  and we will be looking 
at getting it delivered across the village too. This is hopefully imminent. 

We will have a BASIC range of items that we can supply people to get them through emergency shortages 
- but we will not be able to manage doing full shops for people. We are working on how to collect money 
for those items. We will not be able to take full shopping lists and do people’s normal shop for them un-
fortunately.  

We have a list of people who will be dedicated listeners and the churches are working on a rota to keep in 
regular contact with people where it’s needed.  

We have a phone in the process of being set up to accept any calls very shortly. 

  

It’s baby steps but this is a positive start 

Michelle Atkinson 

 From previous page                                                                                                                                     
Please think carefully about how you give to our churches. If you usually use envelopes or give cash, could 
you perhaps switch to standing order or sign up for the Parish Giving scheme? Both options give us a se-
cure income and make it much easier for our Treasurers to budget at a time when we may be financially 
stretched. Please feel free to contact me to talk it over, or speak to Steve Bailey (521884 ) or Bill Heslop 
(01388730855 email address: gwheslop@gmail.com). And if not, please just save what you’d have ordi-
narily given for the first time we meet again in church! 

· Enjoy the beauty of creation all around us. As the weather gets warmer, take advantage of the chance for 
gentle walks in fabulous surroundings, and give thanks to God as you do so. Rest in the assurance of better 
times to come; 

‘for lo! the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. 12 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing 
has come, and the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land…’                                                            
Song of Songs 2:11-12 

And anytime you need some reassurance, ring or message me.                                                                 
With my love and prayers, 

Lesley 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/805170563337238/?ref=nf_target&fref=nf


NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
 
At our March meeting Richard Pears gave 
a talk and PowerPoint presentation entitled ‘Follies 
and Funny Folk’. This was enjoyed by everyone, 
and we could relate to ‘Follies’ nearer home such 
as Penshaw Monument. 
Sadly due to the current situation in the country at 
the moment our next meeting which was to have 
been a ‘Scripture Market’ has had to be cancelled. 
We hold all our members in prayer throughout this 
time and look forward to when we are all able to 
meet again in the Chapter House. 
God Bless 
 

Audrey Newton 

 Mothers’ Union St John’s Burnhope 

 

A big thank you to all who supported the work of 

Traidcraft at the Big Brew coffee morning on 

March 11th. A total of £378.00 was raised of 

which £332.65 will be sent to Traidcraft Exchange. 

It was a good morning with cakes on sale, a bottle 

stall, fairtrade produce and of course the never end-

ing raffle prizes plus refreshments. I would also 

like to take the opportunity to thank my small team 

of helpers, well done. Thank you all for your con-

tinued support. 

 

Olga Walker 

 
 
 
 

Our meeting was held on Monday the 2nd March.   
All dates listed in the March Magazine, for St 
John's  events 2020, have been confirmed.  
After our Mothers' Service,  we had a discussion on 
the meaning of Lent. 
 

Muriel Molloy 

All Saints Activities 
 
Sadly due to the Covid 19 outbreak, all activities 
usually held in Church and Chapter House have 
had to be suspended until we are given the all 
clear. All planned activities such as our Bible 
Reading day, Ceilidh and other events have had to 
be postponed.  
The Church however remains open daily for per-
sonal prayer for all. Thank you to all that remain 
on the rota who perform this important duty. 
Please contact any of the Wardens should you 
require any assistance and if we are able to help 
in any way we will. 
 
The Wardens  

 

Intercession 
 
Pray for your neighbours – lift them to the 
Lord! 
Thank Him for all that they have done for you! 
Claim for your friends the promise of His Word; 
In intercession we find strength anew. 
 
Ask of the Lord, and surely you’ll receive. 
Seek now His will, and surely you will find. 
Knock at His door, and truly we believe 
In intercession we see God is kind. 
 
Come to the Lord, for He is always there! 
Our worries, cares, and our concerns we bring; 
O waste no time, just come to Him in prayer. 
In intercession we find God the King! 
 

 Nigel Beeton 

What God looks Like 

An infants teacher was observing her class-
room of children while they drew. One little 
girl was working away furiously, and so she 
asked her what the drawing was. The girl re-
plied, “I’m drawing God.” The teacher paused 
and said, “But no one knows what God looks 
like.” 

Without missing a beat, the little girl replied, 
“They will in a minute.” 



Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 
Thank you to the ladies who attended the WWDP on 
Wednesday March 4th It was the first time we have tried it 
in the evening and the attendance was much better. It was 
good for all three of our church women’s groups to share a 
service. We are after all, ‘All one in Christ Jesus’. 
 

Brenda Craddock.       

Men’s Forum 

Future dates and Venues in the immediate future are  
cancelled  due to the current  health crisis. We shall 

let everyone know when we are informed that they 
are able to resume. 

 

21st September  Roseberry Golf Club  Organiser Rev. John 

Lintern  0191 3702146 

30th November Hobson Golf Club  Organiser  Roy Beckwith 
01207 270773 

 

Foodbank 
 
Please don't forget those who depend on the food-
bank at this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is 
still open for you to leave donations and we'll be 
liaising with the Foodbank in Consett to see how 
we can help. Lanchester donated over a ton of food 
in the last year, and many people would struggle 
without that generosity of spirit. 
 
Revd Lesley 
 
(As it might be difficult to collect food for the food bank 
we have spoken to them and they are happy for us to cir-
culate their bank account details if anyone wants to make 
money donations on line.) 
  
Sort code                 40-52-40 
Account  number   00022928 

Church Wives Group 
 
As I am sure you are aware all church activities have 
ceased at the moment because of coronavirus. Gladys has 
rung up our speakers for the next few months and hopeful-
ly we can resume our meetings in September. It is just a 
waiting game at the moment. Please do take care of your-
selves and contact me if you are in any difficulty or need 
help in any way and I will do my best to help you.  Please 
pray every day for a good outcome ultimately to the crisis 
for each one of us and our loved ones. Please believe; we 
travel into the future together and our Lord will hold us at 
all times. 
 

With Love to you all from Brenda 

100 Club 
 
On 8th March 2020 the following 
numbers were drawn for the March 
draw of the 100 club. 
(Each one receives £5 in prize money.) 
50, 117, 145, 46, 120, 115. 
The next draw will take place in due course  
 

Sue  and Olga 
 
 

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to supporting the 
Food Bank in Consett   
 

(There are now 29 Food Banks operating 
in the Durham Diocese) 
 
 
 

Open House 
. 
“Dear friends, I know you will understand that 
Open House will not be held in April or any other 
month until it is safe for us to gather again for 
lunch. Our team will miss you but want you to be 
safe above everything.We will pray for your well 
being as we travel into the future together. Trust in 
our Lord and He will hold us through this distress-
ing and difficult time.” 
With Love in Christ 
 

Brenda Craddock 

Isolation 
 

Please make sure that you stay in contact with 
friends, neighbours, and family  by telephone, 
email, Skype or perhaps a card. It would make a 
huge difference. It is so reassuring to know they are 
in your thoughts. 
 
Out of sight becomes 
Out of mind 
Too often, quite quickly 
 
Keep in contact and we can all build a strong more 
resilient community, particularly supporting the 
older and more frail members 
 

Jill Gladstone 
mick.gladstone@outlook.com Phone 01207528114 



A friend of mine who’s currently doing some ministerial training wrote this for me before the recent post-
ponement of the Bishops walking the new pilgrim ways through the county. She’s too bashful to put her 
name to it, but was happy for us to publish it. I think it’s great, and still has something to say to us about 
our present pilgrim journey.   

 
                                                         Love, light, learning and life                    
A few years ago, my hubby and I went on a short break with a well known coach company, to a Status Quo con-
cert…….perhaps not everyone’s musical taste, but that’s another story!  
On the second day we were going to Liverpool and we really wanted to visit the Albert Docks, so we alighted 
from the coach and made our way in the direction pointed out by the driver.  We tried to remember landmarks on 
our way…… a hotel mentioned in the company’s brochure, a well known coffee shop, a statue or two……and 
before we knew it we were there.  We spent a lovely couple of hours looking round, mindfully aware of the time 
we were due back to the coach. 
We’d given ourselves plenty of time, or so we thought, to make our way back, but we didn’t recognise anything 
at all as we headed in what we thought was the right direction to get up that hill to the carpark. Panic started to 
set in as we wandered back and forth along little streets that all looked the same and time was running short. We 
only had a little time left to get to where we needed to be. Looking at each other with dismay, we squeezed each  
other’s hands more tightly, took a deep breath, and turned the next corner. To our delight, we suddenly saw a 
recognisable statue, then a little further on the hotel and the coffee shop and, finally, like a beacon of light, the 
coach!! Phew! We’d made it back to where we needed to be! Happiness and relief washed over us as we settled 
comfortably into our seats for our long journey back home. 
This summer, our Bishops are also setting off on journeys, pilgrimage routes across our Diocese heading in four 
directions to Durham Cathedral from the Tyne, the Tees, the coast, and the Dales.  We are all invited to join in 
this wonderful Christian heritage project, the routes of which are marked by a theme which is linked up with 
some of the older pilgrimage routes that cross this area – those of love, light, learning, and life. 
 Our own significant journeys, or pilgrimages of faith, are often littered with obstacles which can feel unsur-
mountable. Sometimes we’d be glad of hobnailed boots to help us keep on that rugged path and kid gloves too! 
Our own Walter Raleigh to spread a cloak on the rough ground to smooth our way would be most welcome.  We 
more than likely don’t have boots, or gloves, or a Walter Raleigh……but we all have a someone, or, if we’re 
lucky, several someone’s, with a cloak that they lovingly spread out for us.  Someone who will squeeze our hand 
tightly,  join us in taking  a deep breath, and turn that next corner with us.  Someone with the powerful reassur-
ance of touch that soothes our worries away. They will each, in their own way, lead us towards the beacon of 
light, towards God, so that we can learn to discover what His calls on our lives are, and what gifts we have that 
we can use in his service. 
God sends us those we need for a reason, because he knows that they may need us, just as much as we need 
them. During those times when our journeys seem particularly difficult, let’s support each other, with love, with 
compassion, with respect, and without misgivings, without reticence, without anxiety, without stress, without 
worrying about loyalty, or hurting one another. God says ‘where there is love, you will always find a way’. 
 Teach us, Lord, on our journeys throughout our lives, to walk towards you, the lamp to our feet and the light to 
our path. You are the source of all being, the one for whom we exist. We will take up our cross, follow Jesus 
Christ, and be his faithful followers to the end of our lives.  Pilgrims, making our spiritual journeys through life, 
together. 

 

Lesley 

A Prayer for the Christian community 

We are not people of fear: 
we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: 
we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, 
giving and loving, 
wherever we are, 
whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes 
wherever you call us.       

 Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference  



Reflected Faith: the role of the Sacristan  
  
The traditional marks on an altar are five crosses rep-
resenting either the five wounds of Christ or perhaps 
more matter-of-factly, Christ at the centre of what 
holds up the table – and indeed what holds our lives. 
This month let’s consider the work of the person re-
sponsible for preparing the altar for worship.  So of-
ten when we arrive in church, everything is already 
set up for the service and by the time we’ve drunk 
our coffee afterwards it’s all cleared away – as if 
some altar fairies come in the dark and do it all very 
quietly. 
Well, in fact that’s exactly what happens! Except 
that rather than fairies this is the job of the Sacristan. 
A busy priest with many churches may conduct sev-
eral services on a Sunday and so rely on the altar to 
have been prepared before their arrival. There are set 
ways of preparing all altars so that, wherever you go 
to worship, the same things should be found and 
folded/laid in the same ways. 

 
This not only helps in times of business, but princi-
pally it allows all who conduct or serve at the altar to 
engage with the words of the service, rather than get 
distracted by wondering ‘where so and so’ is today. 
Some churches are more stringent than others in 
their preciseness, but there is a minimum level of 
acceptability. Otherwise the priest must spend time 
before the service checking everything is ‘right’ – or 
getting an inconvenient surprise when something is 
missing! 
When the ‘moment’ comes in the Eucharistic prayer 
at the words, ‘We break this bread’, you should be 
able to hear the sharp ‘snap’ at the break. Making 
sure that the wafer is crisp enough is the responsibil-
ity of the Sacristan.  
The story is told about one church where the wafer 
tended to go a bit soft – until the Sacristan began 
putting it on the radiator for a few minutes before-
hand, until they were ‘dry enough to snap’.  Another 
solution, of course, would have been to find an air-
tight container… 
 
This month 
If you are able to attend a communion service on 
Easter Day listen out for the ‘snap’ and think what 
that sounds tells you of Christ’s sacrifice and resur-
rection. 

 
Source The Parish Pump 

Are only children more selfish? 
 
Are only children more narcissistic, with feelings 
of self-admiration and being more prone to rivalry 
(both of which are signs of being self-centred)? 
 
According to recent research by psychologists at 
Winchester University, the answer is no.  
 
A study into the personality differences between 
only children and those with siblings found that 
the sole difference in only children is their higher 
motivation to achieve, and their greater ability to 
adapt to new conditions, compared with people 
with siblings.  
 
It was also found that there is no difference in the 
mental health of people with or without siblings, 
with both groups having the same levels of anxie-
ty, self-esteem and behavioural problems. 
 
As one psychologist put it, “Only children seem to 
be doing absolutely fine, if not better, than those 
of us who have siblings.” 
 

Source the Parish Pump 

 

How well do you get on with your neigh-
bours? 
 
If you tend to be quiet and courteous, rather than 
actually friendly with the people living near you, 
you are not alone – it is a growing trend. 
 
A recent study by the Co-op and Neighbourhood 
Watch has found that there is a shift away from 
neighbours becoming friends. In fact, it seems that 
only one in five of us who are homeowners/renters 
say that we would even want to be friendlier with 
our neighbours.   
 
These days, the best way to be a good neighbour 
seems to be keeping an eye on the house during 
holidays, not being nosy, and taking parcels 
around.  The worst include being noisy, having 
dogs that bark all the time, and leaving their poo 
on the pavement.    
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



Pastoral Letter from the Parish 
Magazine of March 1900 
My dear Friends, 
 
The past month is one that will not easily be forgotten, chiefly 
on account of the wintry weather; the following extract from a 
leading daily paper gives a true report of the condition of 
things that prevailed during the week ending Feb.16th. 
The North of England was visited last Saturday by a 
snowstorm of unusual severity. It commenced during the 
forenoon and continued without cessation for 24 hours. There 
was little wind while the snow was falling, and it settled pretty 
evenly to a depth varying in places from a foot to eighteen 
inches. From all parts of the country we have reports of the 
serious inconvenience caused to traffic. Worse still, there has 
been loss of life, and interference  with business and domestic 
arrangements generally. Churches and chapels were sparsely 
attended. In some places no service was held, whilst in one 
Church the Vicar and Organist were the only persons present; 
and as there were Banns of Marriage to be published, the 
organist went in search of a third person to be witness to the 
publication. 
 On Cadger Bank a batch of road-men had been hard at work 
digging out the snow at the beginning of the week, when the 
storm came on again with renewed force and made matters 
much worse, so that it will be quite a week before the road to 
Hollingside is open for traffic. So deep were the snow drifts 
that several trains on our local lines were snowed up, and had 
to be dug out, causing great inconvenience to the railway 
people, as well as to the passengers. 
A very successful Public Meeting in connection with the Men’s 
Club was held on Thursday, Jan. 25tth , under the presidency of 
Judge Greenwell, when several points were raised for 
consideration, and a balance sheet was presented which 
showed the Club to be in a very satisfactory condition 
financially. 
The Bishop of Durham has signified his intention of presently 
holding a Confirmation in our Church; I shall be glad to hear of 
any persons who wish to be Confirmed. 
At last the vexed question of the Extension of the Churchyard 
has been practically settled, and the portion that has been 
purchased is an acre of the adjacent field on the west side of 
the existing ground. 
It was only last month that we had to chronicle a fatal accident 
at Malton Works, and now with the return of the snow, 
rendering places and out-door work slippery and dangerous, 
another accident, which might easily proved fatal, occurred on 
Friday, Feb.9th, to Joseph Greenwell, but we are glad to know 
that he has had a speedy recovery from his wounds and will 
soon be at work again. 
I regret to say that I shall not be able to have the usual Lenten 
Services as heretofore, owing to the ill effects of influenza, 
which has so affected my throat that I have been recommended 
to give it as much rest as possible. 
Yours faithfully 
GEORGE JEPSON 
Vicar and Surrogate 
 

Peter Smith 

From The Wardens 

Wardens continue to support Revd Lesley as 
she balances her workload between the two 
parishes. The service rota seems to be working 
satisfactorily with the help of our PTO minis-
ters whose assistance is gratefully appreciated. 
 
The Church as ever is kept open on a daily ba-
sis but the list of those who are on the rota has 
reduced of late and it would be useful to add 
one or two to the list to commit to this valua-
ble task especially ahead of our Church antici-
pated to be one of the highlights of the new 
‘Way of Light’ pilgrimage trail to Durham. 
 
On matters of Fabric, both our Churches are 
due quinquennial inspections during 2020. Ian 
Ness the architect who carried out the last in-
spection at St Johns is retiring and has advised 
us that we should seek a new Architect to carry 
out the inspection. An email has been sent to 
Dan Spraggon of the DAC requesting a list of 
nominated Architects for us to approach. We 
intend to consider changing the architect for 
the All Saints inspection It would be more 
convenient and appropriate that both Churches 
were covered by the same Architect as it has 
been in past years. 
 
Quotations have been obtained for new notice 
boards for both Churches with all of the new 
service times and Priest in Charge added. We 
have delayed placing the final order until after 
1st April when new legislation comes in when 
we  shall just be able to replace the signs with-
out the need for a faculty application.  
Visual inspection of the roofs from the tower 
(whilst removing the flag for Lent) shows no 
apparent problems and the small amount of 
water ingress to the South Aisle roof in the 
recent storms appears due to the severity and 
direction of the heavy winds and rain. No fur-
ther ingress around the Organ and Chapter 
house has been observed. Checking of led 
floodlights at West Path is being done as sev-
eral are out. 
 
We shall be carrying out our legal duties over 
the next week or so updating the Terrier and 
Church log books in preparation for the 
APCM  when it is able to take place. 
 
The wardens will also when available try to 
ensure that hand washing gel is available for 
use by everyone. 
 

 
Rob Matthews for The Wardens 
  

From the Archives 



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It is a very strange world we are living in at the moment. World events of this week and month will be 
History lessons when our children from school have their own children.  
 
I cannot believe the difference a month can make! This should have been our busiest half term with 
residentials and visits. However, I am currently sitting in school with a skeleton staff and only a small 
number of children of key workers are here. 
It has been essential to maintain a sense of normality and calm for all the young children who are currently 
experiencing such strange and uncertain times. It is at times like this that it is going to be even more 
important than ever to ensure that our wonderful school community continues to thrive. Whilst social 
contact is limited, social media contact will increase. Our Twitter feed is going to be essential for our 
families to access to enable them to maintain a sense of normality. Feel free to follow us as well to see 
what we are getting up to every day. You might even want to join in with our daily twitter challenges. 
Follow us: @LanchesterEP   
Two weeks ago, we had a group of children in Hungary – we had an amazing week there and hopefully 
made memories that will last a lifetime. Strange to think that all our European partner schools are in total 
lockdown – but how incredible it is to be able to communicate with them all daily to find out what is 
happening all over Europe! They all maintain a strong sense of humour and strong spirits – something 
which we will all have to find over the coming weeks and months. 
I have to say that our parents, as usual, have been terrific! They have been very supportive and so sensible 
– only sending children to school when it has been absolutely essential for them to do so. 
I would also like to commend the brilliant staff team we have in school. I constantly tell them how very 
proud I am of the wonderful team work that is so evident in our school. This has never been quite as 
obvious as it has been during these tough days and weeks. Every single one of them has pulled together, as 
usual, in a really sterling manner and have not only been there for our children, but also for each other. 
Special staff for special children. 
I know we will all come out of this stronger – more determined and more resilient. Whilst times will be 
challenging for a while, we need to keep positive for everyone around us. I visited my 84 year old mother 
on Mothering Sunday and stood half way up the garden path to talk to her while she sat in the house. On 
leaving, I felt so emotional but yet she is so stoic about things – I think perhaps we can all learn a lot from 
the older generation. 
Take care of yourselves, look out for each other and keep safe. We will continue to provide a service to 
our community and will be open over Easter for those key workers who need us.  
 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary  

 

Easter, our Marriage Ceremony 
 
You have protected us, Jesus, from endless disaster. 
You spread Your hands over us like wings. 
You poured Your blood over the earth, 
Because You loved us. 
The anger which we deserved You turned away 
from us 
And restored us to friendship with God. 
 
The heavens may have Your spirit, paradise Your 
soul, 
But the earth has Your blood. 
We celebrate the coming of your Spirit always: 
The Spirit leads the mystic dance throughout the 
year. 
But Easter comes and goes. 
Power came from heaven to raise You from death, 
So that we and all creatures could see You. 
All living things gather round You at Easter. 
Thee is joy, honour, celebration, delight. 

The darkness of death is driven away. 
Life is restored everywhere. 
The gates of heaven are thrown open. 
In You, risen Jesus, God has shown us Himself, 
So we can rise to Him as gods. 
The gates of hell are shattered. 
 
In you, risen Jesus, those already dead rise to life, 
Affirming the good news of eternal life. 
Now Your promise has been fulfilled. 
Now the earth is singing and dancing. 
Easter is our marriage ceremony. 
At Easter, dear Je-
sus, You make us 
Your brides… 
 

 
 
 
A Prayer of 
Hippolytus 



13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across 
was in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27)  
 (7) 
14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not 

indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
15 The human mind or soul (6)  
16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the 

tools of war increase; their bread is — 
’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 

18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
— ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  
20 Bared (anag.) (5) 

 

 

Crossword Clues and Answers for April 
2020 
Across 
   
1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across 
(John 20:24) (6)  
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I 
will not believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  
9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the 
scroll containing Jeremiah’s message  
 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of 
America’s Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be bap-
tized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last jour-
ney to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — 
because he had spoken with the Lord’  
 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse 
(7) 
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to 
the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
— and you came to visit me’ (Matthew  
 25:36) (6) 
 
Down 
   
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 
6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 

 
ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, De-
laiah. 10, Falwell.  
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 
21, Centaur.  
22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  
 
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy 
war. 6, Moist.  
7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 
15, Psyche.  
16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 

William Wordsworth – the ‘Church of 
England pantheist’ 
 
William Wordsworth, the Romantic poet always 
associated with the Lake District, was born 250 
years ago, on 7th April 1770. He was Poet Laureate 
from 1843 to 1850, though he produced no new 
poetry during that period.  
 
In his youth Wordsworth travelled in France and 
came to share the radical politics of the French 
Revolution. He also fell in love with Annette Val-
lon, by whom he had a daughter in 1792. They 
were kept apart by the difficult relationship be-
tween England and France, but eventually met 
again, and the poet supported his daughter, though 
he married Mary Hutchinson, a friend of his be-
loved sister and muse, Dorothy. 
He had five children with 
Mary, three of whom prede-
ceased them. 
 
Wordsworth’s political views 
soon softened, and he never 
rejected Christianity. He has 
been described as a “Church of 
England pantheist” and saw 
himself as a people’s poet. He 
produced Lyrical Ballads in 
1798 with his friend Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge, who inspired his last great poem, 
The Prelude. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



Missing Going to Church? 
 

If you have been used to receiving Holy Communion regularly at church and are now unable to 
do so for whatever reason please contact, in the first instance, Lesley (01207 529166) or alterna-
tively Pam Baggott (01207 520646)  who will also be happy to make the necessary arrangements. 

The big surprise lurking in your Granny’s 
chicken soup  
 

Granny always knew her chicken soup was good for 
you when you were poorly, but she did not realise 
quite how good.   
 
Now research has found that the traditional hot broths 
used in many cultures to battle flu and fevers pack a 
bigger punch than even the cooks realised.  
 
A range of soups, ranging from vegetable to beef and 
chicken, were discovered to have the power to inter-
rupt the life cycle of Plasmodium falciparum, which 
causes 99 per cent of deaths from malaria.  Some of 
them were actually as effective as a leading antimalar-
ial drug, dihydroartemisinin, in fighting malaria. 
 
No one particular ingredient was found to be common 
to the broths, but there certainly seems to be 
“evidence that they contain antibiotic properties”, ac-
cording to one doctor.  The study was carried out at 
the Imperial College London and Great Ormond 
Street Hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

How Can a Christian be a Scientist?  
 

I used to ask this question as a student. I wondered, who 
could make it in the world of science and still hold onto 
their faith? Soon enough I met a good number of suc-
cessful scientists who were sincere Christians, some of 
whom were at my own university. So what do people 
like this make of the opportunities and challenges that a 
life in science holds for a Christian? 
Science is an exercise in observing and measuring 
things in the world, and coming up with general princi-
ples about the way things are. Exploring the world is a 
great thing to do to express our gratitude to the Creator. 
There is a sense of awe and wonder that comes when 
we expand our minds and our horizons by discovering 
things about the universe can feed into our worship.  
Of course, there may be things in science that some 
Christians don’t want to get involved in because of 
what they believe. But there should also be ethical is-
sues that make them want to get stuck into new research 
that will help people, protect creation, or tackle injustic-
es. I am glad to see that many senior scientists do their 
best to find appropriate ways to make their own faith 
visible, so that people like my younger self can find role 
models and mentors. 
Another helpful thing about science is that, although 
our beliefs may at times affect what we notice about the 
world and how we interpret our data, they shouldn’t 
affect the outcome of experiments themselves. This 
means that a scientist can be respected by her col-
leagues for doing good work, regardless of what she 
believes and what her colleagues think of that 
worldview.  
In my work at The Faraday Institute for Science and 
Religion, and my involvement with Christians in Sci-
ence, I have the privilege of meeting a great number of 
scientists who are also Christians. One of the most fa-
mous living biologists is Francis Collins, who was Di-
rector of the project to decode the whole of human 
DNA. He wrote that it is “possible for the scientist-
believer to be intellectually fulfilled and spiritually 
alive, both worshipping God and using the tools of sci-
ence to uncover some of the awesome mysteries of His 
creation.” (Francis Collins, The Language of God: A 
Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief (Simon and 
Schuster, 2007) 
 
Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz,Church Engagement Direc-
tor at The Faraday Institute for Science and Reli-
gion in Cambridge 
(Ruth writes on the positive relationship between 
Science and Christian faith)   
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Smile Line                                                      

 A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young 
class memorise one of the most quoted passages in the 
Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to 
learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy 
to memorise much of anything. On the day that the 
children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of 
the congregation, Charles stepped up to the micro-
phone and began proudly, “The Lord is my Shep-
herd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm 
suddenly deserted him.  So he concluded bravely: “… 
and that’s all I need to know.” 

https://faraday-institute.org/
https://faraday-institute.org/
http://www.cis.org.uk/
http://www.cis.org.uk/
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/The-Language-of-God/Francis-Collins/9781847396150
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/The-Language-of-God/Francis-Collins/9781847396150


Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 
 

Think about anything in 
your past that troubles 
you. Give it to Jesus and 
let him transform it. 

 

 

Living Easter Through the Year 
By John Pritchard, SPCK, £9.99 
 
We go through Lent and Holy Week with great 
seriousness, but Easter gets one great day and then 
we're not sure what to do with it. This book is full 
of ideas, reflections, and resources on how to 
extend the message of resurrection through the 
coming weeks and into the rest of our lives.  
 
It includes ways to celebrate resurrection and to 
continue the 'risen life', including worship ideas, 
personal stories, poetry, music, art, literature, film, 
cartoons and humour; all designed to give points 
of entry to the theme of resurrection.   

Smile Lines 
 

Easter Story 

The thud of nails on open palms, 
‘Father forgive’ was all He said, 
‘Finished’ was His final cry, 
As death approached God bowed His head. 

Born of a woman He entered our world, 
Fully man yet fully divine, 
Such is the mystery beyond comprehension 
That One such as this should step into time. 

He came to die and rise again 
The firstfruits of the Father’s love, 
That man should follow in His train 
On wings of light to realms above. 
 

 Megan Carter 

Holy Habits - Bible Reflections  
Edited by Andrew Roberts, BRF, £3.99 
 
Holy Habits is an initiative to nurture Christian dis-
cipleship. Inspired by Luke’s model of church 
found in Acts 2:42–47, it identifies ten habits and 
encourages the development of a way of life 
formed by them.  
 
Each booklet contains 40 readings and reflections 
by four different writers. Providing eight weeks of 
material, these reflections will help readers embed 
Holy Habits in their devotional life. 

Lifted – Experiencing the Resurrection 
Life 
By Sam Allberry, IVP, £7.99 
 
For many the resurrection is a nice thing to believe, the 
'happy' ending to the gospel.    
But 'Lifted' shows that the resurrection has overwhelming-
ly positive implications for our daily lives. Through it we 
can have real assurance of forgiveness and salvation. We are 
raised and empowered to live new, transformed lives. We 
have hope after death for our bodies and this physical world. 
We see the urgency of reaching all nations with the message 
of the risen Jesus. Life is now different: we have been lifted. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is not just for Easter. It's for 
all of life. 

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/content/pp-jul16-cartoon-vicar-angling


DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2HX 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


