December 2019 /
January 2020

Parish Church of All Saints, Lanchester

St. John’s Church, Burnhope

40p monthly
or
£4 per year

Parish Church of LANCHESTER & BURNHOPE

Vicar – The Revd Lesley Sutherland
The Vicarage, 1, Lee Hill Court, Lanchester DH7 0QE Tel 01207 529166
READERS
Peter Jackson, 23 Humberhill Drive
Doreen Park, 10 West Terrace
Burnhope
Ann Sinclair, 16 Deanery View
Stephen Burt, Reader Emeritus

521156
438564
521029

SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS’, LANCHESTER
Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Eucharist
3.45pm Messy Church (3rd Sunday of month)
6.00pm Evening Service
Wednesday 9.45am Holy Communion
HOLY BAPTISM & WEDDINGS by arrangement with the Vicar
SERVICES AT ST. JOHN’S, BURNHOPE
Sunday weekly service 9.15 am
Café Church first Thursday of the month in the
Community Centre 6.00pm
CHURCHWARDENS
Robert Matthews 7 Prospect Terrace

771044

Sue Smith

The Deanery Cottage

520031

Peter Smith

27 Ford Road

520498

Doreen Park 10 West Terrace Burnhope 438564
VICE CHAIR PCC
Margaret Matthews, Delves House,
Delves Lane
HON. TREASURER
Stephen Bailey,
40 Briardene

505448
521884

HON. SECRETARY PCC
David Baggott, 14 Woodlands

520646

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER
David Baggott, 14 Woodlands

520646

GIFT AID
Miranda Donneky, 29 Bradbury Close 231570
Tanfield Lea, Stanley
ORGANISTS
Craig Davies,

Dr Ian Brunt,

33 First Street Bradley Cottages
Leadgate 07894515112
craig_w_davies@yahoo.co.uk
The Lodge, Durham Rd 521317

TOWER CAPTAIN
Olga Walker,
9 Pineridge Avenue
01740
Sedgefield
621865
CHURCH WIVES GROUP
Brenda Craddock, 38 Briardene
520749
MOTHERS’ UNION BRANCH LEADER
LANCHESTER
Eileen Matthews, 7 Prospect Terrace
771044
SECRETARY
Audrey Newton, 4 Woodlands

520728

TREASURER
Dorothy Beadling, 8 Humberhill Drive

658990

MOTHERS’ UNION BRANCH LEADER
BURNHOPE
Elva Hockaday, 6 The Villas,
520019
Burnhope
SECRETARY:
Muriel Molloy, 1 Whitehouse Avenue
521441
Burnhope
MAGAZINE EDITOR:
Rob Matthews, 7 Prospect Terrace
PARISH ROOM SECRETARY
Angela Lee, Fairfield Lodge
Maiden Law
CHURCH FLOWERS
Barbara Sproat, 37 Greenwell Park

771044
520032
520247

MUSIC GROUP and CHOIRMASTER
Craig Davies,
33 First Street Bradley Cottages
Leadgate
MEN’S FORUM See noticeboard or pew sheets
for notifications and details

Contributions to
the Church
Magazine are
always welcome.
Copy should be handed personally to Rob, or
left in the tray at the back of the church or,
preferably, sent by E-mail to:

robmatthews48@hotmail.com

The copy deadline for the
February Issue is
Sunday 19th January

Revd Lesley writes,
‘

There were some shepherds in that part of the
country who were spending the night in the fields,
taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel
said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good
news for you, which will bring great joy to all the
people. This very day in David's town your Saviour
was born — Christ the Lord! And this is what will
prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in
strips of cloth and lying in a manger.’
The stars are different here.
It’s cold in the Atacama desert, cold as we stand on
the glittering salt pans and look up in wonder at the
night sky. It’s cold outside the Alma observatory,
because the skies are clear and the daytime heat
dissipates quickly, but it’s the clear skies that have
brought the observatory and tourism to this remote
part of Chile.
The stars are different here.
They feel closer, brighter, in the immensity of the
midnight velvet darkness; they spark and glow and
beckon.
They sing, a cold, clear, intense song.
The guide points out the constellations using the
observatory’s laser pointer, shows us the bright
ribbon of the Milky Way, and then tells us we are
looking into the past. Our nearest star, Proxima
Centauri, is 4 light years away, which means the light
we’re seeing from it now left it four years ago. The
more light years away, the longer the light takes to
reach us; the light from the star Deneb has travelled
between 1500 to 2500 years to get here.
And I’m catapulted to another desert, another group
of humans, huddled together for warmth with their
sheep under the immensity of a clear sky full of stars.
Not the Atacama, but the desert outside Bethlehem;
and the song is not the song of the stars, but the song
of the angels, God’s messengers who have already
brought news of a coming birth of a king, a saviour, a
messiah.
It would be easy to be overwhelmed by the lights, the
music, the splendour of the angels, the magnificence
of the first Christmas morning; easy to miss two
small words the angels sing.
For you.

For you.
When God decided to become personally,
intimately involved with his creation, with all the
muddle and mess of human life, with its darkness
and difficulty and confusion, God came- and comes
–in love.
For you.
Not just for the great and the good, the saintly ones,
the deserving ones. For all of us. The ones who’ve
made mistakes, who have regrets, who struggle
through life and doubt and cry out and ask ‘why?’
That’s why the shepherds are important. After the
news has come to Mary, a girl on the edge of
womanhood and of little note or value, and Joseph,
her equally unimportant husband, it comes to
shepherds on a hillside. The angels don’t come to
cities or palaces, kings and princes. The good news
of great joy is for everyone –everyone. God’s
chosen messengers, the first ones to meet their
saviour, are the last and the least. A teenaged girl. A
carpenter. A bunch of shepherds fresh from the
fields.
The angels sang for me that night in the Atacama
desert by the light of Deneb, light from the time of
shepherds and angels and good news; and when
Christmas comes the angels will be singing for you.
And that’s wonderful, and glorious, the best present
ever; but there’s something else.
The shepherds went back to their fields ‘glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them,’ and they made known what
they had been told.
They became messengers too.
So this Christmas, after the carols and the joy, after
we meet with Christ, child and saviour, in the bread
and the wine of our Midnight Mass, go.
Go, shepherds of Lanchester and Burnhope. Go
back to your fields. To your families and your
homes, to the celebrations to come. Go, glorifying
God; make known what you have been told by the
angels;
Christ is born.
For you.
Every blessing of the season,

Lesley

'Tis the season for Angels!
Angels make a big appearance in the story of Christmas, but over the next few weeks other kinds of angels will be making appearances throughout the
country, on streets and inside nightclubs.
Teams of Street Angels and Club Angels will work
hard this month to help to keep communities and
people, especially within the night-time economy,
safe.
At an hour when most of us are safe at home in bed,
these volunteer angels will be out on patrol, offering
people in need some flip-flops or a plaster, a bottle of
water or time to chat. They will make a massive difference as a result.
Paul Blakey, founder of Street Angels, tells how earlier this year one of the Street Angels teams came
across a young man holding his head and kneeling
over, very dazed, having had his head bashed against
a wall. “The team took him to a safe hub and left
him. Three months later this same man came to say
‘thank you for saving my life’. It turns out the safe
hub team had got him to A&E and a brain scan revealed a bleed on the brain.
“We are called to be angels! We can all be God's
hands and feet, delivering good news of great joy
through words and action. We can all take the time
to look out for others. We can all ask God to make
his Kingdom known through our daily living.
“So, this Christmas do pray for our teams out on the
streets and in clubs. Or maybe you could even consider volunteering if there is a team near you!”
Meanwhile, if you are going on a night out yourself,
have a Safe Night Out, party and remember these top
tips:
Stay with friends, don't go off alone, and have
contact info somewhere other than your
phone.
Ladies - carry a pair of slip-on shoes for when
high heels become unbearable.
Always eat before a night out and don't start
cooking once you get home.
Know what you are drinking and how much you
have - mix alcohol with soft drinks.
Pick a venue right for you - if you feel out of
place, leave!
Keep your taxi money in another part of your
handbag / wallet. Take a picture of the taxi
and taxi driver’s ID and message it to a
friend.
For more information on the work of Street, Club
and Festival Angels or to make a donation check
out cninetwork.org (CNI Network is the umbrella or-

C of E’s Environment Group calls for
greater action on Climate Change
The Church of England’s Environmental Advisory Group has called for all parts of the
Church to recognise the Climate Crisis and step
up its action to safeguard God’s creation.
In guidance sent recently to bishops, dioceses
and church leadership teams, the Environmental Working Group (EWG) points to the ambitious programme of action required, covering
everything from the Church’s buildings to its
investment assets.

The paper also highlights future mission challenges including a need for churches to be
ready to provide sanctuary for those affected
by extreme weather events in this country and
beyond as the impact of climate change accelerates.
With work already underway to develop an
Energy Footprint Tool and to offer local energy audits for churches, schools and houses, the
EWG says the assessment of our carbon footprint must extend to all areas within the overall
Church of England portfolio such as investment holdings in farming and forestry.
The EWG brings together experts who oversee
the Church’s Environmental Programme. They
plan to bring a motion to General Synod in
2020 proposing revised carbon targets for the
Church with an ambition for net zero emissions by 2050.
The work of local Diocesan Environment Officers is also identified as key, and they can
help resource parishes and local communities.
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PARISH REGISTERS
Lanchester and Burnhope
Funerals
15th November

Rosalie Ann Gent aged 81 years
‘May she rest in peace and rise in glory’

Ding Dong Merrily On High
In an age of few clocks and no media, Church bells
played an important part in daily life. They tolled
for the dead, and pealed for a wedding, proclaimed
the curfew and sounded the tocsin of alarm. However at Christmas and New Year they played an
especially prominent role, for they peeled merrily
on Christmas Morning-and still do-to proclaim the
Saviour’s birth, and they ring out the Old Year and
ring in the New.
Of all sounds of all bells- (bells, the music nighest
bordering upon heaven) most solemn and touching
is the peal which rings out the Old Year claimed
Charles Lamb in his essay on New Year's Eve.
Bells are so closely associated with this season that
they are a recognized Christmas Symbol on cards
and decorations. The song Jingle Bells has become
linked with Christmas, though J. Pierpont the nineteenth century author and composer wrote it as a
song of revelry, and the chorus was originally accompanied by the jingling of glasses.

Christmas
(John1:1-14)
Fumbling around in a frenzy,
From September stress levels rise,
Dates collide,
Imagination falters
As presents and experiences fail to satisfy
The expectations of a world that walks
In the darkness of denial and Dawkins.

As bellringers we were very proud to ring a Quarter Peal to welcome the Reverend Lesley as Priest
in Charge to the Parishes of Lanchester and Burnhope and Harelaw and Annfield Plain.We wish
Lesley and her family well as they settle into parish life here in Lanchester and our other connected
churches.
As I write this article we have just had Remembrance Sunday. Our church bells rang out half
muffled over the weekend remembering those who
gave their lives in the two World Wars and conflicts since. At the end of November we will welcome our friends from Durham University Society
of Change Ringers who are doing a tour of the
churches on the outskirts of Durham and ringing
the bells. It is always good to have visiting bands.
Our annual Christmas dinner will be held at Ravellos on Saturday December 21st. It is always a great
night for socializing. Over the Christmas period
the bells will ring out for services whether it be six
or eight. New Year's Eve we will ring the Old
Year out and the New Year in, so ringing from
around 11.30pm - 12.30am.Anyone who would
like to learn the art of bellringing, please get in
touch with myself or Craig, new recruits always
welcome!
Yet all the time
The light shines in that darkness,
All the time
The greatest gift shines on,
All the time
There is hope and life has purpose.
And with each turning to the light
Love switches on.
Christ comes.

by Daphne Kitching

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES
Mothers’ Union Lanchester
The next meeting on Wednesday 11th
December will be our Advent Service,
with readings and hymns from our M.U. members.
We will have invited guests from Women’s Clubs
in the village, and from Burnhope and Harelaw. We
shall have a short meeting for our members in the
Chapter House then go into Church for our Advent
Service. Refreshments will be served after the
service.
Our Christmas Lunch is at the Kings Head on
December 6th (12 for 12.30). Our January meeting
is on the 8th and will be a Wave of Prayer and
Enrolment. Eileen, Dorothy, Audrey and the
Committee wish everyone a Happy Christmas.

Audrey Newton
Mothers’ Union St John’s Burnhope

Our November meeting was held on
Monday the 4th November. The
catering for St John's Christmas Fair was
arranged. Mrs Park distributed Mothers’Union
Dairies and Calendars. Could we at St John's thank
all our friends who have helped and supported us
through yet another year of fundraising events.
Being such a small, but dedicated congregation, we
couldn't do these events without you all. We end
this year with our new Priest-in-Charge, Lesley.
Please continue to give us and Lesley your support
in 2020.May Christ's birth and Christmas festivities
give your heart a reason to feel happy and make
your life joyful.
Happy Christmas.

Doreen and Muriel

My article this month is taken from the Traidcraft
Christmas catalogue so therefore I have cheated
somewhat. Please forgive me for this, but it is very
relevant.
This year has been a time of change at Traidcraft.
Whilst still pioneering the future of fair trade we
have the following three themes at the heart of every
decision we make. Trade Justice: We are painfully
aware that 40 years of fairtrade has not done enough
to counter the incredible power imbalances in international trade. We are passionate about economic
justice and believe that transparency is key in
achieving this. Social Justice: We are actively, noisily passionate about equality, gender, religion, opportunity, regardless of background, heritage, experience or inheritance. Environmental Justice: We are
increasingly concerned and worried about the killer
effects climate change is having on our partners. We
will bring people's attention to the crisis which will
be created if we overstep the UN's ambition to pursue a limit to global warming of 1.5 degrees above
pre-industrial levels. Everyday Activism: Choosing
to buy fair trade, future-proof ethical food and drink
is everyday activism, and is the simplest way to
change the world. Fight for your future: we believe
that the key to buying less is buying right: investing
in what is good, rather than chasing what is cheap.
Without you, Traidcraft would not be here today and
more importantly, would not be able to carry out the
work that impacts communities around the world so
positively.

Church Flowers

Olga Walker

8th December

G Smithem
L Kelly

Church Flower Ladies

15th December
(White)

M Barker
C Morcombe

22nd December N Rafferty
D Oram
29th December P and J Smith

The Coffee morning held on Wednesday 6th November 2019 in All Saints Chapter House was its
usual success .The weather was on our side a pleasant autumn day, so the attendance was very good
indeed. We would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who supported us by coming along and
spending their money. Thanks of course to all the
ladies who baked and contributed raffle prizes and
worked hard on the day. We had our usual raffle
which was a great success with many lovely prizes.
The Coffee Morning raised £245 for the Church
flowers fund. A big Thank You once again.

100 Club

The winning numbers of the November draw,
all £5, were :- 19-21-60-65-152& 168
The final draw of the year will be next
month. As there is no magazine in January the results
will be announced on the weekly sheet and in the February magazine.
Further information for all members, Hazel, I, Angela
and Ann will be no longer be directly involved with
the 100 Club after the December draw 2019. However
we understand the 100 Club will continue under the
direction of a new team. For further information on the
details of the change please contact Sue Smith and /or
Olga Walker. The contribution of the members is
highly valued by the Church. Hazel and I wish the new
team and members every success for the future.

Eric & Hazel
100 Club Thanks so much
As reported in the October Magazine a staggering
sum of £21,693 has been raised in this way for Church
Funds. On behalf of the Church Community I would
like to thank Hazel, Eric, Angela, and Ann, for this
splendid achievement from which our Church has
benefitted so much and of course all who have
benefitted from winning.

Rob Matthews
Men’s Forum
St James Men’s Society Dinner is taking place on
Monday 2nd December at 7-30 for 8-00 at The
Hobson Golf Club.

Church Wives.

The shops are getting busier, and are full of Christmas things,
The tills are working frantically with the business Christmas
brings.
Christmas cards are available though not all portray the story,
Penguins, foxes, robins, pheasants, do not reflect God’s
glory.
Money is not at the centre of the story the Bible tells,
Just a tiny baby, for whom we ring Christmas bells.
This baby had no expensive presents around His stable bed,
What he had was love, and compassion around his little head.
Jesus is the greatest present any one of us can receive,
Without him, Christmas means nothing and so we must
believe.
Let Him be in your heart, the centre of your Christmas day.
Show Him that you believe, He is the Truth and the Way.
Church Wives, December 12th is our Christmas Party night,
Good food, Good fun, Good games, everything just right.
Please celebrate our Lord’s birth in a service if you can,
Celebrate God sending His Son, to live with us as Man.
We will meet again after Christmas for something good to
eat.

January 9th is the date and Ravellos where we meet.
‘Building Belles’ is the subject on the 23rd of Jan,
now have a guess what that is about, if you really can.
And now a very Happy Christmas to every reader,
From all Church Wives and their leader.

Lanchester and Burnhope Diaries 2020
Copies of the 2020 Lanchester and Burnhope Church
Diary, in an attractive new colour, are available at the
back of the church. Donations are requested for church
funds. Please leave these in the container provided .

David Baggott

Next years dates and venues are as follows.
24th February Lambton Arms Chester Le Street
Organiser Peter Southern Tel 0191 3885836
20th April Consett Golf Club
Organiser John Boyle 01207 592759
29th June Sunniside Club
Organiser Rev. Peter Waterhouse 0191 4886653
21st September Roseberry Golf Club
Organiser Rev. John Lintern 0191 3702146
30th November Hobson Golf Club
Organiser Roy Beckwith 01207 270773
Reminders will appear in the Parish Magazine and
Pew sheets with deadline dates for notifications.

Soup Lunch

'Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with the
Soup Lunch and to all who supported the event. Delicious home made soups were especially welcome on
such a cold, wet and miserable day. We were delighted
to receive donations of £269.50 for Church Funds.
Thank you all.

Margaret Walters on behalf of the Social and
Fund Raising Committee.
Shoe Boxes
We have taken 32 shoeboxes full of presents for children in third world countries to Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child depot in Consett. A big thank
you to all you kind people who have given gifts and
donations,

Steve Craddock.

FUTURE EVENTS

Do come and join us
for lunch

New Testament
Characters

11.30-1pm

Thursday
6th February
2020
Prayers in Church at 12.45pm
Church open for Private Prayer
from 11.30 onwards

7.30 pm Tuesday 3 December
“Philemon – bridging barriers of
brotherhood”
41 Foxhills Crescent.

Do come and join us

All Welcome

Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina
On the first and third Tuesdays of each month,
7.00 – 8.30 p.m. in the Chapter House.
All are welcome.

Julian
Prayer
Meetings
2pm in the
Chapter House

9th December
Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer, based on
the most ancient approaches to Christian prayer, and
now adapted for use in the modern world.

13th January 2020

Lectio Divina is a traditional way of reading scripture as
a source of prayer. The two practices complement each
other. For more information, please speak to
Phil Holman or Howard Nelson in church,

Everyone is welcome

Alternatively email either at
phillip.holman1@btinternet.co.uk or hgn42@gmail.com

Do Come and Join us

Sunday 15th December
At 3-45 pm
Lanchester Meditation Group
Come along and join us as we
explore
Meditation and Mindfulness
All Saints Parish Church
Durham Road
Weekly Meditation and
Mindfulness Drop in.
Every Tuesday 11-15am
In The Chapter House
All Welcome
30 Minutes of simple meditation
and
mindfulness exercises, Coffee and
time to chat

Christmas Services at All Saints
Sun 15th 3.45pm Messy Christmas and
blessing the Crib
Wed 18th 7.00 pm ‘Blue Christmas’
a service of quiet reflection.
Sun 22nd 7.00pm Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols
Tues 24th 6.00pm Carols on the Green
Tues 24th 11.00 pm Midnight Eucharist.
Joint service with Burnhope
and Harelaw
Wed 25th 9.30 am Christmas Morning
Eucharist

St Johns Church Burnhope
Tues 24th 3.00 pm Eucharist with Carols

From The Wardens

Millennium yew trees – 20 years on

On the evening of 21st October over 275 people,
including the Bishop of Jarrow and a superfluity of
clergy, crowded into the church for the Licensing of
Lesley as our new priest. All went smoothly (well
nearly all!) on the night to ensure that Lesley had a
warm and welcoming welcome to the parishes and
that all our guests were well looked after. A successful
event only came about through the efforts of so many
so we thank the stewards, the sidespersons, the
caterers, the drinks dispensers, the choir, the
bellringers, the furniture shifters, the washers-up and
the sweepers-up and any we have missed out; thank
you all for once again showing what a wonderful,
cooperative congregation you are.

20 years ago, as 1999 drew to a close, the Church of
England marked the Millennium by distributing
thousands of young yew trees across England. In
all, about 7000 seedlings were given to parishes requesting them.

We are very pleased to say that the water boiler in the
kitchen has been repaired by Chris Lee and is now in
full working order. We thank Chris for using his
engineering knowledge and skills on our behalf and
saving us hundreds of pounds in the process.
Lindsay Allason-Jones of the University of Newcastle
is an archaeologist specialising in Hadrian’s Wall,
Roman Britain and Roman material culture. For some
time now she has been involved in cataloguing the
decorated Roman stone to be found in the vicinity of
the Wall and photographed our Roman altar a year or
so ago. However she was unable to take an acceptable
picture of the sides of the altar so last week she
returned with her technicians to scan the artefact so
that 3D images can be produced. In passing, Lindsay
mentioned that it was intended that the image of the
altar would enjoy a prominent position (i.e.
frontispiece) in the paper that is due to be issued next
September. This could mean more visitors to the
church, perhaps we should think about charging
admission.

It was explained that the yew tree could be seen as
‘a metaphor for the life of faith in this country over
the last 4000 years’, as well as a symbol of the spiritual life, ‘with its dormant periods and its coming
to life’.
David Shreeve, director of the Conservation Foundation, said that the yew trees were “planted in the
spirit of a living link with the birth of Jesus, and as
a symbol that, if we wanted this millennium yew to
live for another 2000 years, we would need to care
for and cherish our local environment.”
Mr Shreeve believes that the project made an impact on the Church, helping to pave the way for a
greater emphasis on caring for Creation, including
the appointment of more diocesan environment officers.
Yews are the oldest living things in Britain. The
Woodland Trust explains that a yew is not even
considered ‘ancient’ until it is over 900 years old.
The oldest tree in the UK, the Fortingall Yew, is
estimated to be between 2000 and 3000 years old.

Peter Smith For The Churchwardens
Ethical Christmas presents

How much damage to the earth will we manage to do this Christmas? Those hundreds of millions of presents
we are going to buy come from somewhere – usually raw resources. Are the presents worth the strain on our
already struggling planet?
Here are some alternative presents, that are eco-friendly, useful, and fairly traded.
Christian Aid (christianaid.org.uk/christmaspresents) invites supporters to send them a donation, and in return,
they will send a ‘lively’ personalised card to your friend or relations, describing the gift you have chosen to
give on their behalf.
Send a Cow (sendacow.org/gifts) also invites supporters to send a donation for a range of practical gifts, for use
in helping people from Ethiopia to Zambia.
Traidcraft (traidcraftshop.co.uk) offers everything from bamboo tights to clocks to food and cosmetics.
WaterAid (shop.wateraid.org) provides sanitation equipment (such as taps to promote hand washing) to villages in Africa, Asia or Central America. The person you nominate will receive a card to let them know this has
been done in their name.
World Vision (musthavegifts.org) offers you the choice of sending various specific items from mosquito nets to
garden tools, all of which they say are specifically asked for and needed.
With WWF (wwf.org.uk) you can adopt a wild animal, from a dolphin to an orangutan. WWF will send your
nominated person an adoption certificate and even cuddly toy.

Source The Parish Pump

LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL
Time is marching on and we are in the middle of our Christmas preparations already!
It was a real honour being able to attend the licensing service for Revd Lesley Sutherland last month. As a
church school, we have really missed having that key person, even though all the church wardens have
done a sterling job! We are now looking forward to working with her in the future and it was great being
able to show her round school last week too.
Our Harvest service was well attended - thank you so much to all who came along. We are now preparing
for our nativities - the Early Years and Key Stage One nativities are held in school whilst the Key Stage
Two nativity and Christingle will once again be held in church on our last day of term - Thursday 19th
December at 10am and 2pm. What better way to send the children home for Christmas but with the real
meaning of Christmas at the forefront of their minds?
Mr David Mordue will be leaving us at Christmas. He is one of our senior leaders and has been successful
in gaining the Deputy Head position at Bishop Ian Ramsey school in Medomsley. Whilst I am delighted
for him, I am gutted for us as he has been a huge asset to our school over the last seven years. However,
the fact that he is moving to another local Church of England School is great testament to the good work of
our school. Whilst we are filling his class teaching role with current part time staff working more hours for
this academic year, a permanent replacement will not be advertised until the new year.
I am currently on an Erasmus Visit in eastern Poland. However, the weekend before this, I took the
opportunity of visiting Auschwitz - a place I have often thought of visiting but never quite managed to do.
What a depressing and upsetting place it is - yet so educational and interesting too. The atrocities that took
place there are just unimaginable for most of us. We have the honour of welcoming a survivor of the
holocaust to our school in January when we commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day. I am sure there can’t
be many survivors left now and am really looking forward to giving him a proper Lanchester welcome!

Jane Davis (Headteacher)
Christmas Card Stand
The annual Christmas Card Stand is available in
the church from Advent Sunday, 1st December.
Each year many cards have been displayed and a
charity selected by the PCC has benefited from
your donations. The PCC has decided that the proceeds will this year be given to the Newcastle
based West End Refugee Service which provides
support services for asylum seekers and refugees in
a friendly, welcoming environment.
Once again the stand gives the opportunity to post
a single card so sending Christmas greetings to all
other members of the church family, and at the
same time to help others.
Please place your donations in the Donations bag
on the stand. Donations under £30 are automatically gift aided; no gift aid envelope is required. Alternatively, you may wish to make a private donation to another charity of your own choosing.

David Baggott

The Nazareth Trust – working to heal
and improve lives
This year the Nazareth Trust has raised funds to support
renovation work in the Nazareth Hospital’s Maternity
Department. Over £60,000 was raised, renovations are
well underway.
For 2020, the aim is to launch a new International Volunteer Chaplaincy.
As a spokesman explains, “At our hospital, we encounter
over 300,000 people every year. We want to provide a
ministry of presence to all those who desire it, to provide
a reassuring hand at a difficult time.
“We already have a wonderful local Chaplaincy team at
the hospital; however, their time to be with patients is
very limited due to volunteer numbers. Our planned new
Chaplaincy service will complement and support the existing one.
“We aim to recruit international volunteers who will
serve for periods of three months or longer, allowing us
to provide a much greater level of spiritual care at our
hospital.
“Our need is for six international volunteers at any one
time”
The focus will be on recruiting a pool of volunteers, and
establishing partnerships with sending organisations
such as churches, mission organisations and ministry
training colleges. The Nazareth Trust will provide induction and relevant training, and then on-going volunteer
support and supervision.
More details at: www.nazarethtrust.org/get-involved/

The News Quiz for 2019

Answers to the News quiz
for 2019

How well did you read the News this year? Try this
quiz and find out…

4: He was a comedian.
3: It landed in Edinburgh by mistake.
2: Choupette is a cat, a very rich cat.
1: A Gillet jaune is the yellow reflective vest French drivers have to
carry by law in their cars. It became associated with protest.

15. Which person has the following titles in other languages? (All one person)
Leading Star
The Son of the Big Boss
The Sun Looks at Him in a Good Way
The Helper of the Cows (literally he whom the cows
love so much they call for him when they are in times of
distress)

5: The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo

14. What were seasiders were advised to stare at to stop
them stealing chips and bothering them?

6: Love of ferns.

13. What were male members of the RAF allowed to
grow this year that that they have never previously been
allowed?

7: Eiffel Tower in Paris.

12. In July we were told to look out for a “Painted Lady
Summer”. What is that?

8: Penny Mordaunt was named after the Arethusa-class cruiser HMS Penelope.

11. What would you use a French press to make?

9: Canada. The loonie is the type of bird featured on the dollar
coin. Toonie refers to the two-dollar coin.

10. Politicians talked about red lines. What was the thin
red line?

10: The Thin Red Line refers to an episode in the Battle of Balaklava during the Crimean War. Around 500 men of the 93rd
(Sutherland Highlanders), aided by a small force of 100 walking
wounded, 40 detached Guardsmen, and supported by a substantial
force of Turkish infantrymen, led by Sir Colin Campbell, fired at
the Russian cavalry.

9.
Which country has coins nicknamed loonie and
toonie?

11: Coffee

8. Which former member of the cabinet was named
after a battleship?

12: Lots of butterflies.

7. Blackpool Tower celebrated its 125th anniversary in
May 2019. What landmark inspired it?

13: Beards.

6. What is Pteridomania? The Victorians had it.

14: Seagulls. (Please do not try this at home. It probably does not
work!)

5. There was a serious fire at Notre Dame in April.
Who wrote a book in 1831 about the cathedral and to
draw attention to the restoration it then needed?

15: HRH Prince Charles

4. Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky won the
Ukrainian Presidential election in April. What was his
job before the election?

16: Greenland. It was not for sale.

In March an aeroplane left London City airport
flight with number BA3271 to Düsseldorf. Where
did it land?]

17: They are butterflies. You might find them in a churchyard.

3.

Beef

2. The famous fashion designer Karl Lagerfield died
this year leaving his £150 million fortune to Choupette.
Who or what is Choupette?

THINK FOOD BANK
As a church we are committed
supporting the Food Bank in Consett

to

(There are now 29 Food Banks

16. Which territory did Donald Trump say he was interested in buying for the US?
17. Where would you find a small copper and an Essex
skipper?
18. What did Goldsmiths, University of London, ban
the sale of to try to fight global warming?

18:

1. What is a Gillet jaune?

operating in the Durham Diocese)

Dates for your Diary December/ January 2020
December
Sun
Mon
Tues
Tues
Tues
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Sun
Tues
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Sun
Tues
Tues
Tues

1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd
5th
5th
5th
6th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
12th
15th
17th
18th
18th
19th
21st
22nd
24th
24th
24th

Christmas Day
Sun
29th

6.00 pm
7.30 for 8pm
11.15 am
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
11.30 am
6.00 pm
7.00 pm
12 for 12.30
10.30 am
2.00 pm
11.15 am
7.30 pm
3.00 pm
7.30 pm
3.45 pm
11.15 am
11.15 am
7.00 pm
10.00 am
7.45 pm
7.00 pm
3.00 pm
6.00 pm
11.00 pm

All Saints RC Church
Hobson Golf Club
Chapter House
Upper Vestry
Chapter House
Chapter House/Church
Burnhope Comm Centre
All Saints Church
Kings Head
All Saints Church
Chapter House
Chapter House
All Saints Church
Chapter House
Chapter House
Chapter House/Church
Chapter House
All Saints Church
All Saints Church
All Saints Church
Ravellos
All Saints Church
St John’s Church Burnhope
Lanchester Village Green
All Saints Church

9.30 am
10.30 am

All Saints Church
St John’s Burnhope

Churches Together Advent Service.
Mens Forum Christmas Meal.
Meditation and Mindfulness Drop In.
Centering Prayer.
Churches Together AGM.
Christmas Open House.
Café Church.
Music Group/EP School Christmas Concert.
Mothers’ Union Christmas Lunch.
Parish Eucharist.
Julian Meeting.
Meditation and Mindfulness Drop In.
Mothers’ Union Advent Service.
Social and Fundraising Committee.
Church Wives Christmas Party.
Messy Christmas and Blessing of Crib.
Meditation and Mindfulness Drop In.
EP School Rehearsal for Christmas Services.
‘Blue Christmas’ service of quiet reflection.
EP School Christmas Service.
Bellringer’s Christmas Dinner.
Service of 9 Lessons and Carols.
Eucharist with Carols.
Carols on the Green.
Midnight Eucharist with Burnhope and
Harelaw
Christmas Eucharist.
Joint Parish Eucharist.

January 2020
Wed
Sun
Tues
Tues
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Sun
Mon
Tues
Thurs
Tues
Tues
Thurs

Jan 1st
5th
7th
7th
7th
8th

10.30 am
11.15 am
6.00.pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

All Saints Church
Chapter House
Chapter House
Upper Vestry
Chapter House

9th
12th
13th
14th
16th
21st
21st
21st

7.30 pm
10.30 am
2.00 pm
11.15 am
10.00 am
6.30 for 7
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

All Saints Church
Chapter House
Chapter House
Chapter House
Ravellos
Chapter House
Chapter House

NO 9.45 service.
Parish Eucharist.
Meditation and Mindfulness Drop In.
Standing Committee.
Centering Prayer.
Mothers’ Union Wave of Prayer and Enrolment.
Church Wives Christmas Eat Out.
Parish Eucharist.
Julian Group.
Meditation and Mindfulness Drop In.
Flower Club Meeting.
Mothers Union Christmas Meal.
P.C.C.Meeting.
Church Wives ‘Building Belles’ Richard
Pears.

From the Editor
Thank you all for your contributions to our Magazine throughout the year. I would like to wish
you all a very Happy Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New year.
Missing Going to Church?
If you have been used to receiving Holy Communion regularly at church and are now unable to
do so for whatever reason you may feel that you are missing out on this important aspect of our
church life. We have a team of people, licensed by the Bishop, whose privilege it is to bring the
sacrament to people in their own homes. Please contact me and I would be only too pleased to
make the arrangements for you.
Pam Baggott (01207 520646)

Book Reviews
Wake Up to Advent! – The Archbishop
of York’s Advent Book, 2019
By John Sentamu, SPCK, £9.99
‘This is the hour of crisis: it is high time for you to
wake out of sleep, for deliverance is nearer to us
now than it was when first we believed.’
St Paul's encouraging words to the Christians in
Rome are the springboard for the Archbishop of
York's Advent book for 2019. With prayers and
stimulating questions for reflection at the end of
each daily meditation, here is fresh spiritual food
for the Advent journey – pressed down, shaken
together and running over.

Prayer Tip for the Month
Make an appointment
with God on your daily
calendar and keep that
appointment just as you
would normally do.

Smile Lines

Walk alongside Archbishop Sentamu this Advent,
as he discusses the meaning and influence of those
four gospel imperatives in this lively and
invigorating book.

Hark! The Biography of Christmas
By Paul Kerensa, Monarch, £7.99
In this delightful sleigh ride through Christmas
history, Paul Kerensa answers the festive questions
you never thought to ask... Did Cromwell help
shape the mince pie? Was St Nicholas the first to
use an automatic door? Which classic Christmas
crooners were inspired by a Hollywood heatwave?
And did King Herod really have a wife called Doris?
From Roman revelry to singing Bing, via Santa,
Scrooge and a snoozing Saviour, this timeless tale
is perfect trivia fodder for the Christmas dinner
table.

Jesus is Born
By Sophie Piper & Anne Yvonne Gilbert,
Lion Children, £6.99
The emotion and detail in Anne Yvonne Gilbert's
exquisite illustrations will make this picture book
of the first Christmas stand out in the memory. The
retelling follows the traditional sequence of episodes and echoes the language of the Gospels
themselves.

Christmas Message
Away in a manger the baby lay,
No blankets or pillows – just some hay.
Shepherds watching their flocks by night
Angels appear midst blinding light.
Wise men travelling from afar
Following a guiding star,
Herod filled with rage within
Planning to kill this new born king.
What can this mean for us today?
Just a story some would say,
Perhaps we need to think it through,
A Saviour born – for me, for you?

By Megan Carter

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day
Free deodorising with all cleans
Rug and mattress cleaning
Fire and flood restoration

Mark Armstrong 07968926687
eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk

DAVISONS

FOR THE BEST IN FASHION

Front Street, Leadgate

Telephone: 502355

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING
Are you currently struggling with a mental health or
life issue?
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic approaches
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness.

Please contact or visit: Paul Lowe/Counselling
Directory.

Tel: 07598 437 118
The darkest times can bring us to the brightest places.
There is always hope.

Advertising
If anyone wishes to advertise
in the Parish News please contact Stephen Bailey for further
details
Tel: 01207 521884 or
s.bailey489@btinternet.com

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE
biscuits coffee tea
dried fruit chocolate
honey muesli
and much more

Traidcraft
helps small scale producers in
developing countries supports people
to trade out of poverty works to bring
about trade justice
COME AND BUY – PLAY YOUR PART

MSD Building Services Ltd
Gas Boiler Installations
Service & Repair
Landlord Safety Checks
Log and Muti fuel Stoves
24 hour Emergency Callout
Plumbing and Drainage
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Easy access baths and showers
Garage and Loft conversions
Fully Insured, Time Served
Family Run Local business

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES
PUNCTURE REPAIRS
WHEEL BALANCING

Office 01207 521604
Mobile 07939672948
mick.msd@sky.com

01207 236200
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN
(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB)

43 Front Street
Langley Park
Durham
DH7 9SA
 (0191) 3863850

Stuart Wright

23 Marshall Terrace
Gilesgate
Durham City
DH1 2HX
 (0191) 386 3850

Funeral Service, Durham
24 Hour Service

● Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas ● Private Chapels of Rest ●
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter
www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk

Country Homes & Gifts
Incorporating

Gallery Coffee Shop
22 Front Street
Lanchester
Tel: (01207) 520383

Peter Dougherty

Kitchen and Bathroom Installations

Free Estimates

Design Service available
01207 570100
07866 203138
mrpdougherty@aol.com

