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Christmas Eve 2019. 
I’m standing on the village 
green in Lanchester with over 

1000 others. We’ve just finished telling the Christmas 
story, very simply, with a few well -loved carols; and 
the crowd is preparing to go home. The church isn’t 
open; but it should be, I think. And I can’t help 
having a few thoughts about what we should be 
doing, what we will do, next year… 
One of the things that clergy give a lot of time to, as 
you might expect, is thinking about Christmas. We 
usually start on  Boxing Day, reflecting on what went 
well that year and what we might change for the year 
to come.  
Christmas may drop off the radar for a few months as 
we prepare for Easter, but when things calm down 
again over the summer we spend our idle moments 
trying to remember what we had decided back in 
December and coming up with wildly creative and 
completely impractical ideas for things we could do 
in the winter to come. 
Generally those wildly creative ideas never make it 
off the drawing board, and we end up doing more or 
less the same as usual – even (and I’ll let you in on a 
trade secret here) re-using the odd sermon if we’re 
confident that the congregation indulged in enough 
pre-service sherry or mulled wine to have forgotten 
our deeply profound and meaningful reflections the 
previous year. 
This year, however, has been completely different. 
Planning ahead for Christmas this year has felt more 
like a game of Snakes and Ladders where one roll of 
the dice can send you sliding back down a completely 
different path and you have to start all over again! 
So I have made some plans for holding services both 
in Church and online, and I am excited about what 
we’re hoping to offer to help our communities 
celebrate Christmas this year. I also know that a word 
from the Prime Minister, or an increase in local cases, 
could scupper some of these plans and send me back 
to the drawing board. 
But there are some positives in the negatives… 
All this uncertainty has given me a new perspective 
on the Christmas story itself, because the more I 
reflect on it in this year of disruption, the more I 
realise how disrupting the events of the first 
Christmas were for those involved. 
Mary and Joseph no doubt have their plans for what 
their lives will look like, until the angel Gabriel turns 
up and upsets everything. Then, just as they’re 
getting used to the idea that they will have a baby, the 
emperor orders a census so they have to set off on the 
long journey to Bethlehem. Not what they’ve planned 
at all. 

The shepherds are just doing their jobs until the an-
gels appear and send them running to find the new-
born Jesus. And then there are the wise men, sent on 
a perilous journey to a far-off land because of the 
appearance of a new star in the sky. None of these 
people can predict or plan what will happen to 
them, but when the disruption comes they go with it 
- and in doing so they meet God, face to face.  
We all approach Christmas with our own sets of ex-
pectations and hopes, rituals and traditions. After all 
we’ve been through this year it may feel heartbreak-
ing that we won’t be able to celebrate in the ways 
that we usually do. But perhaps this Christmas, this 
strange and disrupted Christmas, gives us an oppor-
tunity to learn anew from Mary and Joseph, the 
wise men and the shepherds, and to allow the 
strange turn our lives have taken to lead us closer to 
the God who is always with us. 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Lesley 

Christmas Foretold 

From untold glory to a manger of straw 
Who could imagine such a thing? 
From Eternity stepping down into Time 
With very few to welcome Him in. 

Mary and Joseph, shepherds and wise men, 
In His mother’s arms the Baby lies, 
Scripture describes these amazing events 
As prophecy unravels before our eyes 

The Books of the Bible all tell of His com-
ing 
His life, His death, redemption’s plan, 
The King of glory revealed in God’s Word 
Touching our earth in the form of a Man. 
  
By Megan Carter 



A Reflection from Pauline 
 
“I'm so glad that Jesus was born in a stable.  Because my soul is so much like a stable.  It is poor and in unsatisfactory condition be-
cause of guilt, falsehoods, inadequacies and sin.  Yet I believe that if Jesus can be born in a stable, maybe he can also be born in 
me”. Dorothy Day 
When the wise men cancelled the milk and put out the cat and saddled their camels, they never imagined that their adventure was go-
ing to end in a stable, kneeling in the mucky straw next to a bunch of shepherds and passing their expensive gifts to a family that 
looked as though they didn’t know where their next meal was coming from.  They’d been looking for a baby who would grow up to be 
a mighty king.  A man who would command armies and who would one day drive the hated Romans out of the Middle East and shat-
ter that powerful Empire and wipe its name from the face of the earth.  They thought they’d be welcomed into a scented palace where 
they would congratulate the King on the birth of his new, history-changing son; that the new prince would be brought for their inspec-
tion ; that they would be welcomed with sweetmeats and sherbet and invited to rest before their return home.   Instead, they found 
themselves in a messy crowded stable stinking of beasts and crawling with vermin, with a young girl, her carpenter husband, a baby 
wrapped in rags and the poverty just oozing out of them.  What went through their heads, I wonder, when they turned to their neigh-
bours, to see who else had come to visit this baby - and realised that they were shepherds - almost the lowest class in Jewish society, 
one rung above beggars and lepers. 
Shepherds in Israel were like the untouchables in India.  They were physically and spiritually unclean by the standards of the time and 
were virtually outcasts.  But it was to these men that God had sent a personal invitation.  It was to these that the angel came - to these 
lonely, unloved men that the announcement of the Messiah was made.  And they had done the unthinkable - they had left their 
flocks.  They had hurried to Bethlehem and sought out the child and worshipped.  They and the Magi knelt together and bowed before 
him.  Bowing used to be very common at one time.  We rarely do it now - it signifies more than just respect or acknowledgement of 
power.  When we bow - especially if we do it on bended knee - we put ourselves in a position where either a sword or a blessing can 
be laid on our head; we make ourselves vulnerable.  We are saying “My life is yours.  Do what you will with me.”  These men - these 
rich, powerful men, used to giving orders, to being in control, found themselves on their knees and offering their lives to this Jewish 
peasant child. 
In one glorious moment, the veil was drawn away and they saw the truth - that this infant was divine; that they had brought gifts to a 
child that was himself a gift to the world; that in front of them was God’s kingdom, incarnate in the flesh of this tiny newborn ba-
by.  And they saw too how vulnerable God had made the Godself; how easy it would be to destroy that kingdom before this child was 
even weaned.  They looked around and saw what had always been true - that God was for the poor as well as the rich; for the Gentile 
as much as the Jew; for the despised as well as the honoured; for the people of all nations and of all colours; that women and children 
were as precious to God as men; that the very beasts were a beloved part of creation, and that God was prepared to risk everything to 
make this great truth known, and to bring all of the earth as witness to the Messiah - in the people and in the creatures that were gath-
ered in that stable. 
But that’s him all over, isn’t it? - doing the unexpected; being different, surprising us and catching us unawares.  Born in that crowded, 
messy stable, he’s just as at home in our crowded messy lives.  So big that the universe can’t contain him - and yet there is nowhere 
too small for him to enter.  He invites us to come to him - just as we are.  No need to dress up - leave the flocks, they’ll be fine - and 
whether we’re successful and sure of ourselves like the Magi, or outcast and despised like the shepherds makes no difference to 
him.  He invites us to come to him, and if we return that invitation and ask him into our lives he will be there in a heartbeat.  He will 
rush to us and embrace us, hold us to his heart. - “My Beloved.  I have missed you so much.”  And no matter who we are, or what we 
have done - we are the Beloved. 
Jesus is the great leveller.  He is the one in whom opposites meet and are reconciled; the one who sees beyond the surface to the soul; 
the one who gives us the gift of making God’s great love known to us.  How much more evidence do we need of that love than that 
God came to earth as a vulnerable infant, in poverty, in an area of the world that was as violent and dangerous then as it is today?  God 
gave us the gift of becoming one of us, suffering as we do, struggling as we do, showing that it is possible to be fully human and yet 
live a good life.  In the darkness of the world, God shone, and continues to shine, this great illuminating light. 
I was watching an old film the other day - “The Bishop’s Wife” - Cary Grant as Dudley the angel, and David Niven as the bishop - a 
man who has lost his way trying to do the right thing.  At the end, the bishop preached on Christmas Day and reminded everyone that 
even though we give gifts to those we love, we forget to give them to the one whose birthday it is, the one who made everything possi-
ble.  He reminded us it is never too late to offer Christ gifts - and greater ones than mere gold, frankincense and myrrh: we can offer 
kindness, humility, worship, forgiveness, courage . . . we can offer love. 
The Christmas story isn’t just about a baby - it’s about God’s love.  God being as close to us as a mother’s finger held tightly in a ba-
by’s hand.  God lavishing on us the love a mother pours onto her precious infant.  And when God is so close to us - when we open 
ourselves to God and welcome the Divine into our lives to inhabit our heart and soul - then everything changes.  Life will never be so 
amazing - or so awful - that we are beyond the reach of God and the strength and love, wisdom and forgiveness that God gives.  Life 
will never be so dark that God’s light can’t reach us.  And we needn’t worry about trying to be perfect before we approach God - we 
can come “just as we are”. 
There’s a song by Leonard Cohen with these words: “Ring the bells that still will ring/ forget your perfect offering/ there is a crack, a 
crack in everything/ that’s where the light gets in.”  God is here now, and welcomes us, shines on us - cracks and all.  Wherever we are 
in our lives, whatever our problems, however unworthy we feel, God has shown us with the gift of Christ that we are beloved, and our 
gift to God is to share that love.  It is our joyful task to make the Christmas story our own.  In the words of the German mystic Angelus 
Silesius “Christ could be born a thousand times in Bethlehem - but all in vain until he is born in me.”  Take Christ’s love and light and 
share it.  If it shines through the cracks in only one person, and that person shares with another, and that one with another - how quick-
ly the message will be known.  We never know who is ready to step towards God, but we do know that God is always ready to step 
towards us.  Remember how surprising and how welcoming God is.  Let us offer our gifts and seek out others to share them, knowing 
that there are cracks in all of our lives.  Be thankful for them.  That’s where Christ’s light gets in, and it is just the beginning.  There is 
a beautiful poem by the African American theologian Howard Thuman. 
 
When the song of the angels is stilled,/ when the star in the sky is gone,/ when the kings and princes are home,/  when the shepherds 
are back with their flocks,/ the work of Christmas begins:/ to find the lost,/ to heal the broken,/ to feed the hungry,/ to release the pris-
oner,/ to rebuild the nations,/ to bring peace among the people,/ to make music in the heart. 
 
God’s message is for life.  Not just for Christmas. 
 

Pauline Meek 



‘May  they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

If you see any of the family this Christmas, 
remember this: 
Auntie: one who has stopped growing at both ends, and 
who is now growing in the middle. 
 
Egoist: the relative who is usually me-deep in conversa-
tion. 
 
Handkerchief: cold storage by your cousin. 
 
Secret: something that you tell to only one member of 
the family at a time. 
 
Toothache: the pain that drives you to extraction, even 
on Christmas Day. 
 
Yawn: an honest opinion from an uncle, openly ex-
pressed. 
 
Wrinkles: something your relatives have gained since 
you last saw them. You have character lines. 

Tomato and Apple Chutney   
 
                        for sale 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Made with home grown tomatoes 

£2 for standard jar 
 

Apple Chutney 
£2 standard jar, £1.50 small 

 
All proceeds to church funds 

Ring Margaret 521214 or Jen 520498 
Happy to deliver in the village 

Parish Registers 
Lanchester and Burnhope 

Funerals 
 
November               Jean Densham aged 79 
                       
                                 Dorothy Allan aged 99 



NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
 
At the time of writing I have no news 
regarding the lifting of lockdown or 
when we will be able to meet again, and I expect that 
most of you are as anxious and as frustrated as I am.  
We can only look out for one another and pray for all 
in our community that we will come safely through 
this testing time and meet together again.          
Sandy Jackson and Pam Baggott have taken over 
from Barbara, who has done sterling work keeping in 
touch with those who are unwell and those 
celebrating special events, so please keep them 
informed and up to date. 
I will close with a Mothers’ Union prayer. 
God our Saviour and Redeemer, whose coming birth 
still shakes the foundation of our world, may your 
coming fill us with such excitement and hope that we 
embrace without fear the labour pangs of a new time, 
a new year through Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

 
Eileen Matthews 

Seasonal Evergreens 
 
Mistletoe - Viscum Album. 
 
" Oaks, from whose branches Garlands of Spanish 
moss, and of mystic mistletoe flaunted, such as the 
druids cut down with golden hatchets at Yuletide". 
(Henry Wadsworth Longfellow) 
 
Mistletoe has been used 
for centuries in Christ-
mas decoration, alt-
hough the one place it is 
not allowed is inside a 
church, because of its 
Pagan history. A parasit-
ic plant, it was believed 
to hold the life of the 
host tree, when the latter 
appeared dead in winter. 
The present day custom 
of kissing under a sprig of mistletoe unfortunately 
has been cancelled this year, because of social dis-
tancing. Latterly its associations are all to do with 
peace and goodwill, and stands in floral language of 
"Surmounting all difficulties" 
 
December is the month of the principal evergreens - 
the Fir, Ivy, Laurel, Bay, Rosemary and Holly. 
"O, The Holly and the Ivy 
Now they are both full grown 
Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The Holly bears the Crown" 
 
Looking forward to January when the first snowdrop 
appears " Galanthus nivalis"  
Snowdrops are aptly made the emblem of Consola-
tion and Hope - since they are the first flowers to ap-
pear after winter, cheering us with the promise of 
spring. 
"The snowdrop in purest white array, first rears her 
head on Candlemas day". 
 

Audrey Newton  

Church Flowers 
 
6th December  L Kelly 
       G Smithem 
 
13th December C Morcombe 
                          M Barker (White) 
 
20th December N Rafferty 
                         D Oram 
                          P & J Smith 

2021 Church Diaries 
  
The 2021 Lanchester and Burnhope Church Diaries 

are now available. The cover is an attractive shade of 
blue; the format is the same as in recent years. The 
diaries are at the back of All Saints’ church and at St 
John’s church. Please feel free to take one and place 

any donation for church funds in the collection plate. 

David Baggott 

Thank You 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
sponsored me when I walked from St. John's Church, 
Burnhope to Durham Cathedral to raise funds for the 
upkeep of our beautiful church.   Due to lockdown 
and Covid restrictions we were not able to do our 
normal fundraising activities.  I would also like to 
thank everyone in Burnhope who contributed to all 
the fundraising done by others in the village.  All this 
was greatly appreciated and long may our little 
church be available to all who need her.  Please don't 
now stop showing your support as unfortunately ex-
penses to keep her doors open are always needed. 
Can I also take this chance to thank Kenny Barron 
who has been keeping our churchyard  well cut and 
looked after, with help when needed by his wife Car-
ol and son Richard also Derek Coates who sees to the 
upkeep of our church clock and his friends who he 
calls on when needed. May I wish everyone a Joyous 
and Peaceful Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 
New Year. 

Doreen Park 



Foodbank 
Please don't forget those who depend on the food-
bank at this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is 
not open for you to leave donations at present and 
we have liaised with the Foodbank in Consett to 
see how we can help. Lanchester donated over a 
ton of food in the year before lockdown, and many 
people would struggle without that generosity of 
spirit.  
As it is  difficult to collect food for the food bank 
we have spoken to them and they are happy for us 
to circulate their bank account details if anyone 
wants to make money donations on line. 
Sort code  40-52-40 Account  number   00099102 
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made 
payable to Consett Food 4U, and posted to 
CoDurham Foodbank, Durham Christian Partner-
ship, MILE House, Bridge End, Chester le Street, 
DH3 3RA 

100 Club 
The winning numbers in the  
December Draw drawn by Sue and Rob 
on 18th November  are as follows:  
£100– 105, £50-04, 83 £30– 51 
£20– 49, 36 10– 38,  
5– 50, 42, 104, 31, 128, 137 

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 

supporting the Food Bank in Consett   
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the 

Durham Diocese) 

 

 Church Wives 
 

Another month has just gone by 
I cannot help a little sigh. 

No meetings yet, infection still high. 
‘We will get through this’ is still the cry. 
So, keep up your spirits, until we meet 

This virus we are going to beat! 
Love to you all. 

Brenda. 
 

Kindness 
 

We are hearing a lot about kindness during this pan-
demic and how important it is. We need one another 
especially when things are a bit tough, as they are just 
now. I found these definitions of Kindness recently 
which I share with you and I think they merit some re-
flection. 
 
Kindness in words, creates confidence. 
Kindness in thinking, creates profoundness. 
Kindness in giving, creates love.  
 
Kindness is absolutely approved by Jesus. It can make 
such a difference to someone’s day and I thank our 
Lord that I live in Lanchester which is full of kind peo-
ple. Are you one of them? I am sure you are! (I later 
realised I was writing this on World Kindness day 
Nov.13th) 

 

Brenda Craddock 

100 Club News                                               

Following Hazel and Eric Gaskill’s retirement from 
running the 100 Club (which they had done for over 
26yrs raising thousands of pounds for church funds) 
Olga and I last January took over the running of it. 
What a first year it has been. Hazel kept us right 
and was always on hand when we struggled. No 
one envisaged what March would bring. We have 
managed to keep the club draws going throughout 
the pandemic observing social distancing of course. 
The final and big draw of the year (13 separate 
prizes this month) was completed today and thank 
you to Rob for helping out with this and all the oth-
er lockdown draws. Now we look towards 2021. 
Fees for inclusion in the draw are to remain the 
same for the coming year. £10 per number with a 
draw taking place every month with the exclusion 
of January and August Those of you who have 
numbers already please can we have your fees in in 
January. Those of you who think they would like to 
be included (there are several numbers still availa-
ble) please contact either Sue Smith or Olga Walker 
for further information. We (you) contributed over 
£600 this year towards church funds. 

Sue and Olga 
Social and Fundraising Committee 

Despite Covid restrictions the committee has been hold-
ing Zoom meetings and continuing to raise funds for the 
church. As you know we have been selling face masks 
for everyday wear, for the remembrance season and 
now for the Christmas season. There are also jars of to-
mato chutney and apple chutney still available. Thank 
you to Jill Gladstone who supplied us with sacks of 
very tasty russet apples. If you would like masks or 
chutney please contact Jen Smith 520498 or Margaret 
Walters 521214. So far, including sponsor money for 
the 2 labyrinth prayer walks, we have raised well over 
£2800 since the beginning of the first lockdown and we 
still have additional cash in hand to be banked. Please 
help us to reach our target of £3000 before the end of 
the year. 
                                                                                       
In the New Year we are planning to hold a family quiz 
on Zoom and an online raffle so please keep an eye out 
for further details. We are also proposing to register 
with Easygiving and we will give you more information 
shortly about that scheme.                                         
Thank you to everyone for your invaluable support of 
our efforts. Let us hope that it will not be too long be-
fore we can start planning to meet face to face. 
 

Margaret Walters 



12 ways to avoid stress this Christmas 
 
Change your expectations this Christmas. Don’t 
waste time lamenting what should have been. In-
stead, try and enjoy whatever is possible this year. 
Make a list. Include sending cards, buying presents 
and organising food for the big day. Having a list 
helps keep you in control of your life. 
Set a reduced budget this year. With a pandemic rag-
ing, this no time to take on Christmas debt. If you 
can’t pay for it this month, probably best not to buy 
it. 
Exercise each day - it releases happiness-inducing 
serotonin. That will help you to keep calm and posi-
tive over the festive period. 
Don’t overindulge. Too much alcohol and rich food 
won’t improve your life. 
Keep calm and keep kind – urge your family mem-
bers to try and avoid any flare up of family tensions. 
If you need to cry, cry, but then, keep on keeping on. 
Remember those everyday essentials: batteries for 
new toys, toilet paper, milk, paper towel. Those 
things you never think about – until they are gone. 
Entertain the kids: plan ahead various films, games 
and whatever it takes to give them a memorable 
Christmas.   
Make the most of Zoom this year with far-flung rela-
tives and friends. 
 
Most of all, include God in your Christmas! This is His 
Son’s birthday - include Bible readings and carols in 
your family routine over the festive period.  
 
 

 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

John Lennon – 40 years since his death 
 
It was 40 years ago, on 8th December 1980, that John 
Lennon – rock musician, peace activist and a founder 
of the Beatles – was shot dead, aged 40, outside his 
New York City apartment 
by Mark Chapman, a de-
ranged fan. 
 
Lennon is usually regarded 
as anti-Christian, but he 
denied being “anti-Christ 
or anti-religion”. Three 
months before he died he 
said he had a spiritual side, 
but “the whole religion 
business suffers from the 'Onward, Christian Soldiers' 
bit. There's too much talk about soldiers and marching 
and converting”. 
 
As a youngster Lennon attended St Peter’s Anglican 
Church in South Liverpool, where he was a member of 
the youth group, but his post-Beatles single Imagine is 
widely regarded as being an "atheist anthem”, and his 
remark in 1966 that the Beatles had become more pop-
ular than Jesus led to threats, protests and record-
burning in America. 
 
However, in the 1970s Lennon did in fact show a 
strong interest in Christianity, saying the Beatles were 
always on the side of Christ. In 1977 he wrote some 
Christian songs and told friends he had become a born
-again Christian. But his wife Yoko Ono took him to 
Tokyo and pulled him away from this; eventually he 
was said to have retained only universalist ideas.  

 
Source The Parish Pump 

 

Stark sign of the times 
 
Children’s piggy banks have been raided by a quarter of parents 
this year, struggling to pay their bills during lockdown.   
 
A survey by Direct Line Life Insurance has found that buying food 
was among the most common reasons for 23 percent of adults ad-
mitting they had actually had to dip into their children’s savings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

 

Bishops warn of a ‘divided nation’ 
 
The Government should give more financial aid to our 
poorest communities, as they are suffering dispropor-
tionately from the pandemic. Otherwise, it runs the risk 
in a rise of “disillusion and unrest”. 
 
So warns the Archbishop of York and the Bishops of 
Manchester and Leeds.  
 
In a recent article jointly published in the Yorkshire 
Post, the bishops warn of the “terrible double wham-
my” of poverty and exposure to coronavirus, because 
“those in more deprived communities, urban and rural, 
are also most likely to be living in smaller and more 
cramped homes.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source The Parish Pump 



Memory Tree 
 
For those of our readers who may not have been able 
to see the Memory Tree outside All Saints, we have 
included a photograph of it as it stands the last week 
in November.  The names of all those who were re-
membered at Lesley’s streamed All Souls service, 
those who requested memory leaves and many more 
which  have been added by local people in remem-
brance of a loved one. A similar tree was requested 
and erected outside of St John’s for the people of 
Burnhope to similarly hang remembrance ’leaves’. 
The intention is that all the ’leaves’ will be removed 
at the start of Advent and placed on the Altar at the 
first service after lockdown is lifted. The tree will 
then be dressed for Advent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor 

Weekly Envelopes Update 
 
Earlier this year I wrote about how the use of weekly 
envelopes for regular giving had declined over the 
years. Since then a number of people have switched 
from envelopes to electronic giving arrangements 
with the majority switching to the Parish Giving 
Scheme. When regular services resumed we did re-
ceive a lot of “back dated” envelopes, but since then 
very few people have continued to use the weekly en-
velope system regularly. The good news about vac-
cines is very welcome, but we suspect that it could be 
well into 2021 before people feel confident to return 
to weekly worship, using the envelope system as they 
once did. Jennifer and I have been working very 
closely to set up a new recording system for the ac-
counts. One aspect of the recording that requires a dis-
proportionate amount of work is the envelope system. 
It does not seem appropriate to hand over this element 
of our recording systems to the new treasurer as its 
use will probably decline in the coming years. As a 
result, it has been decided not to order new envelopes 
for 2021. We really value the donations received via 
the envelopes and hope that those of you that still use 
the scheme will continue to donate to the church.                                                                                                            
The Parish Giving Scheme means that there is mini-
mal work required to record donations into our ac-
counts and has the added advantage of immediately 
collecting any recoverable tax from Gift Aid dona-
tions. We have over 30 people signed up to Parish 
Giving and we now receive over £360 per month di-
rect into our bank account from HMRC. At the end of 
this article are details as to how, with a phone call, a 
regular donation through Parish Giving can be set up.                                                                                                                                             
Over the years’ thousands of pounds have been donat-
ed through the envelope scheme, but now electronic 
transactions are becoming the norm. We are very 
grateful for your donations in support of our church 
and hope that you will be able to continue with regu-
lar donations in the future. 
 
Jennifer Guy, Stephen Bailey                                                                                                         
Treasurer, Associate Treasurer                                                                                              
Parish Giving Scheme  
                                                                                                               
A regular donation can be set up with the Parish Giv-
ing Scheme with a single phone call,  The contact de-
tails for this scheme are as follows:-                                                          
Telephone 0333 002 1271 One of the administrators 
will take you through the sign up process – this nor-
mally takes around 15 minutes. You will need to have 
the following information to hand:                         · 
Personal bank account details, Account Number and 
Sort Code, Our scheme name; we are recorded as All 
Saints Parish Church, Lanchester,  The PGS code for 
our parish which is 130613150. 
 
 In addition, you will need to confirm if you are eligi-
ble for Gift Aid and if you want to increase your gift 
in line with inflation each year. 

Steve Bailey 

Church of England launches resources on 
God’s generosity  
 

The Church of England’s Giving Team has pro-
duced a new series of week-long resources (Sunday 
to Sunday) to encourage people to live generously. 
It hoped that parishes will use them to organise their 
own Generosity Week, at a time suitable for them. 
 
The material includes eight daily podcast reflec-
tions based on generosity in the Bible. A verse of 
scripture is followed by a reflection by a range of 
contributors that include Bishop Rose Hudson-
Wilkin and Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani. 
 
Bishop Francis-Dehqani says: “The best generosity 
comes not from those who live a miserly existence, 
but from those whose enjoyment of the good things 
of life brims over into a desire to share their bless-
ings with others.” 
 
 
 
 

Source 
The Parish Pump 

https://www.parishresources.org.uk/generosity-week/the-generosity-week-daily-reflection/


An Extract from the Parish Magazine 
December 1894 
My Dear Friends, 
 And now we have reached the concluding number of the 
Magazine for this year, and I must confess, looking back 
over the past months, that its success has been greater 
than I had anticipated, as a new venture in this parish, 
and I hope our numbers will keep up in the future, for it 
is my wish to enlarge upon the local portion, thereby 
hoping to increase the interest. And here let me make a 
statement as to the binding of the Magazine; the binding 
will consist of red cloth with gold lettering, and the cost 
per volume 1s. All who wish to have the Magazine put in 
this lasting form, as a reference in years to come, must 
send the numbers to the Vicarage in January next, 
stripped of their covers, tied together, and bearing the 
sender’s name.  On the 10th of this month many of us 
were rather amazed at seeing a considerable number of 
people flocking from the Station in the direction of the 
Church; they were a portion of a Class in Architecture, of 
300, in connection with the Tyneside Students’ 
Association, and the Teacher had arranged to bring them 
over for a lecture on the architecture of our grand old 
Church, it being selected as best affording specimens of 
the various periods in architecture in the district. We are 
always pleased to welcome any who come to see and 
admire that of which we in Lanchester are justly proud. 
In speaking of  the Church we must not forget to note that 
during the month a very handsome Alms Dish has been 
placed up the oak Credence Table, an offering from the 
Tea Committee, and very soon we are to have the 
Reading Desk in position;  and turning from the material 
building to living members, we have sustained a loss in 
the person of  George Muncaster, an old inhabitant, and 
much respected by all who knew him; then we were 
shocked by the awful sudden death, at his post of duty, as 
driver of the road engine, of William Fawcett; and on the 
18th, Sunday, were laid to rest the remains of Mrs. 
Lumley, of Annfield Plain;  never has such a large 
gathering of friends been witnessed in our Churchyard 
before, testifying to the respect in which the family is 
held. An informal meeting was held in the School on the 
20th, to consider what steps should be taken with regard 
to the  Parish Council, so soon to be called into existence. 
A deputation, appointed by the meeting,  has conferred 
with the Burnhope Committee, and a further conference 
is to be held, but nothing will be settled before going to 
press. Most important will it be for all concerned that 
men of sound common sense, good judgement, and 
incensed with one desire and motive, the best that can be 
carried out for the common good of all, should be chosen 
as our representative. During Advent there will be 
Service each Thursday evening at 7 o’clock, commencing 
on Dec. 6th, when the Rev. F Glanvill will preach on the 
occasion of the Intercession for Missions. On Christmas 
Day there will be Holy Communion at 8.30, and Morning 
Service at 10-30, with a Second Celebration. There will 

be no Service in the evening. (George Jepson) 
 

Peter Smith                                                                               

From the Archives 
 
From The Wardens 
 
The Wardens continue to  support Lesley in what 
must be the strangest most stressful period in our 
Church’s recent past. Another lockdown following 
our successful part reopening in August. We look 
forward to news that we are able to reopen again in 
early December to hold Advent and Christmas cele-
brations within our Churches, albeit within current 
government guidelines whatever they may be. By 
the time you read this the wardens will have been 
officially sworn in via Zoom in late November. 
(only six months later than normal) 
We continue to ensure that the Churches are clean 
and COVID-19 safe for Private Prayer and Funerals  
only at present, and that the upkeep of the buildings 
are as they should be.  
With the help of a small but willing band the 
Churchyard tidy up was carried out as planned, for-
tunately the rain just held off. The strong winds in 
the days following finished the job off for us blow-
ing away the small amount of loose leaves. The low-
er gutters were cleaned also. Inspection from the 
roof of the tower during the socially distanced (as 
best as we could) flying of the Union Flag for re-
membrance revealed that the upper roofs were rela-
tively clear of excess leaf build up. 
We also wish to thank the member of the communi-
ty who kindly, following a conversation with Peter 
Smith who was cleaning gulleys, decided to come 
back and clear the leaves from the Garden of Re-
membrance. A really kind gesture. 
Arrangements have now been made to carry out the 
quinquennial inspections to both Churches, All 
Saints in December and St John’s in January. Both 
reports are overdue due to circumstances beyond 
our control. We  continue to have remembrance to-
kens added to our Memory trees outside of All 
Saints and St John’s and propose following their 
removal at the end of November the trees will be 
dressed for the Advent and Christmas period with 
appropriate evergreen decoration . 
The Wardens wish to thank everyone for their pa-
tience and cooperation at this strange time and wish 
everyone a happy, healthy peaceful and safe Christ-
mas, and  a return to better times in the New Year. 
 

Rob Matthews (for the Wardens) 

Facemasks still for sale 
Minimum donation £1 each 
Christmas specials £2 each 

Various fabrics 
 
 
 
 

All proceeds to church funds 
Ring Margaret 521214 or Jen 520498 

Happy to deliver in the village 



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It is hard to believe that we have only 3 weeks left this term before we break for Christmas. Is it a sign of 
age that time seems to be passing so much more quickly? I can remember so clearly the day earlier in the 
year -  Friday 20th March – when the schools all closed for lockdown and the uncertainty, worry, unease that 
brought to so many families and children. Now, sadly, it is almost the norm… 
 
However, we are thrilled to be open and do feel that it is absolutely the right decision for our children. Their 
emotional well-being is key to growing up and developing into successful, academic and happy young 
adults. We are currently enjoying a ‘Well-Being Week’ in school where we have collapsed the curriculum 
in an afternoon to focus on their well-being. Seeing the older children spend an afternoon yesterday playing 
board games was wonderful – the social skills involved in turn-taking, coping with losing and talking about 
the game they are playing cannot be under-estimated. Today, we are focusing on positivity and the power 
that a kind word to each other can have on someone’s self-esteem. 
 
The staff are planning an extra-special Christmas for our children this year and Christmas is certainly NOT 
cancelled here. No doubt you will hear all about the wonderful events in January. However, Christmas cele-
brations will certainly have to be different and instead of our wonderful nativities which are such an im-
portant part of school life, we are having a broadcast from ‘Bethlehem FM’ which will be on our website 
during the final week of term. We will also make sure we have plenty of singing of Christmas songs and 
carols, albeit in a socially distanced and safe way. 
 
We were thrilled to receive the ‘eTwinning School 2020 – 2021’ award into school last week. We are very 
proud of the international work we do and this is a huge achievement for our school. The flag will be hoist-
ed shortly to celebrate this award. Even though our visits to our partner schools have been put on hold, we 
are still holding virtual meetings and Mr McLoughlin and I met with our new partners in Latvia, Turkey, 
Greece, Portugal and Italy last week! It still makes me quite amazed sitting there talking with teachers from 
all over Europe and it is just as though they are in your office rather than thousands of miles away! 
 
Life is hard for so many people at the moment and it is so important to remain as positive as possible. We 
will get there.  
 

‘When it rains, it pours…. But soon, the sun shines again. Stay positive. Better days are on their way.’ 
 
 
 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School 
 
 

‘There, there dear …’ 
 

A recent poll has found that the 
over-60s often face patronising, 
though usually well-meant, com-
ments from the younger genera-
tion. One older woman was 
amused, when going into a shop 
before Christmas, to be met by a 
younger assistant who asked, 
‘And how are we doing so far 
today?’   
‘I suspect she had taken one look at me and decided 
that I was lucky to have even made it alive to 
lunchtime!’  

 
Source The Parish Pump 

Over two million homes with no smoke 
alarm 
 

Latest government figures for 2018-19 show that 
nine per cent of households in England – about 
2.17 million – do not have a working alarm. And 
only 26 per cent of people who do own an alarm 
bother to test it at least once a month. 
This is despite experts warning that people are 
around eight times more likely to die in a fire in a 
home with no working smoke alarm. 
The Local Government Association, which repre-
sents councils and fire authorities in England, 
points out that fire risk goes up in the winter 
months, as people use heaters and open fires. They 
strongly urge people to buy a smoke alarm for 
themselves, and for any less-able family member 
or neighbour. 



Joseph and his Amazing Journey  
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world… And everyone went to their own town to register. So, Joseph also went up from the town of Naza-
reth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David. 
Luke 2 1-4 
 
What a year we have had! But I suppose 
Joseph had had a demanding year as well. 
Having learning that his betrothed was 
pregnant due to divine intervention, he 
then learned of the Roman government’s 
demand for a census.   
These Bible verses show Joseph being a 
good citizen. Leaving home for a long 
journey in order to please the government 
would not have been welcome, but Joseph 
complied and obeyed the law. 
 
This year the situation is reversed. Millions of us want to make a long journey, to visit our loved ones 
across the UK. But this year, because of coronavirus, the Government is asking us to stay at home. 
The Romans had censuses for a good reason: to help them run the business of the empire. This Govern-
ment has restrictions in place for a good reason: to help the slow the spread of a deadly virus.   
Following government rules and laws it not always easy or pleasant but as Christians we should be good 
citizens. As always this is a light-hearted guide to a complicated subject. If you are going home for Christ-
mas, get proper advice - and have a Merry one.  
 
David Pickup (Editor of Parish Pump) 
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Sun        6th 
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Wed        9th 
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Sun      20th 
Sun      20th 

Sun      20th 

Sun      20th 

Sun      20th 

Wed      23rd 

Wed      23rd 
Thurs    24th 

Thurs    24th 

Thurs    24th 

Fri        25th 

9.15 am 
9.45am 

10.30 am  

TBC 

9.45 am 

6.00pm 

9.15 am 
9.45 pm 

9.30 am 

TBC 

9.45 am 

8.00am 
9.45 am 

10.30 am 

TBC 

TBC 

9.45am 

TBC 
2.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

11.00pm 

10.00am 

St Johns Church 
St Thomas Church 

All Saints Church 

St Johns Burnhope 

All Saints Church 

Burnhope Comm Centre 

St John’s Church 
St Thomas Church 

All Saints Church 

St Thomas 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 
St Thomas Church 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

Churches Together 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 
St Johns Church 

St Thomas Church 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

Eucharist. 
Service of the Word. 

Parish Eucharist. 

Christingle TBC. 

Holy Communion. 

Café Church. 

Service of the Word. 
Eucharist. 

Service of the Word. 

Christingle TBC. 

Holy Communion. 

Traditional Holy Communion. 
Service of the Word. 

Joint Parish Eucharist. 

Christingle TBC. 

Drive in Carol Service TBC 

Holy Communion 

Service of Lessons and Carols TBC. 
Carols and Communion. 

Carols and Communion. 

Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day Eucharist 

Dates for your Diary December 2020 

We wish all of our Church family and 
all other readers of the magazine a 
veryhappy  Christmas and a healthy 
and safe New year.     Editor 

           December dates have been planned before printing but may change subject to COVID tier 

 Note—-  TBC ( To be Confirmed) 



Across 
 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads 
them out like a tent to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it re-
turned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind 
prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) 
(4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) 
(1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — 
(4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for his confron-
tation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
 
 
 
Down 
 
1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  
3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 
Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Cath-
olic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on 
their second journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of 
man that you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
 

12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-
Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have 
preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside peo-
ple (Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George 
(1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 

 
ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, 
Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 16, Job’s comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang 
Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench.  
 
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 
6, Put it. 10, Excel. 11, Is man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 
14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 21, Greed. 22, 
GCMG. 23, Leah. 

 
Cathedrals battered by the pandemic  
 
Cathedrals have struggled this year, as Covid-19 
drastically cut visitor numbers, and thus income has 
plummeted. Numbers of lay staff in cathedrals across 
the country have been facing possible redundancy, as 
the financial impact of the pandemic continues to hit.  
 
Westminster Abbey alone is losing 20 per cent of its 
staff as it faces a “breath-taking” loss of up to 
£12million next year. 
 
Now 20 other cathedrals have been handed a lifeline 
by the Government’s £1.57billion Culture Recovery 
Fund. They include Canterbury, Chichester, Coven-
try, Derby, Ely, Exeter, Gloucester, Hereford, Leices-
ter, Lincoln, Liverpool, Portsmouth, Salisbury, 
Southwell Minster, St Albans, Sheffield, Truro, 
Wells, Winchester and Worcester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 
Pray for someone who 
has no faith, that they 
will come to know Jesus 
and their life be 
transformed by the 
knowledge of his love. 

Comfort and Joy – Nine Lessons and Carols for 
Christmas 
By John Kiddie, CHP (80p single copy; pack of 
10, £7; pack of 50, £30) 
 
Churches all over the country will be marking 
Advent and Christmas in both new and familiar 
ways this year. ‘Comfort and Joy’, the Church of 
England's 2020 Christmas campaign, will help 
enrich your Christmas 
 
It features daily reflections for the Christmas 
season from Kate Bottley, Jonathan Bryan, Bob 
Chilcot, Martha Collison, Stephen Cottrell, Guli 
Francis-Dehqani, Chine McDonald, Sally Phillips 
and Justin Welby. 
 
Beginning on Christmas Day and ending on 2nd 
January, each day explores a Bible reading and a 
familiar carol, encouraging us to consider 
Christmas in these extraordinary times, and 
inviting us to hear again the message of the angels 
- good news of God's unfailing love for a world 
that is weary and hurting. 
 
For more about ‘Comfort and Joy’, online services, 
and the free app featuring audio versions of all the 
featured carols, go to: www.churchofengland.org/
ComfortAndJoy 

Smile Lines 

.  

The Radiant Dawn – Luke 1-2 for Ad-
vent 
By Tom Parsons, 10Publishing, £3.99 
 
You will conceive and give birth to a son ... And 
there were shepherds living out in the fields near 
by ... You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger." 
 
Luke's opening chapters ring with the familiar well
-loved lines that herald the warm solemnity of 
Christmas. This book on Luke’s first two chapters 
will guide you through Advent in 25 daily Bible 
readings and prayers. 
 
Lights sparkle in the darkness that enfolds the 
Northern Hemisphere at this time of year - until 
they are taken down and put back in the box in 
January. Luke points us to Jesus, the Radiant 
Dawn of a day that will never end. Let these Ad-
vent reflections direct your heart's gaze towards 
Him, who is the shining source of confidence and 
joy in whatever darkness we experience. 

Christmas Foretold 
 

From untold glory to a manger of straw 
Who could imagine such a thing? 
From Eternity stepping down into Time 
With very few to welcome Him in. 
 
Mary and Joseph, shepherds and wise men, 
In His mother’s arms the Baby lies, 
Scripture describes these amazing events 
As prophecy unravels before our eyes. 
 
The Books of the Bible all tell of His coming 
His life, His death, redemption’s plan, 
The King of glory revealed in God’s Word 
Touching our earth in the form of a Man. 
 

By Megan Carter 

http://www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy
http://www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy


DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

30 Sunderland Road 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2L6 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


