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Lockdown #3. 

We’ve treated ourselves to smart TV. We’ve got Netflix and Sky Sports and the Disney 
channel. We’ve been streaming the cricket, and the football, and we’ve binge watched 
Star Trek: Discovery and Star Trek: Picard and Star Wars: The Mandalorian. 

And we’re still bored. So I’ve gone back to listening to music. This week the immortal Al 
Stewart, singer-songwriter, has been playing to me as I work, and one song has been on 
repeat, such is its resonance this January. 
                    Now I've lost these hopes and wishes 
                    I'm never going to change the way I feel 

                                                             The cupboard's bare of loaves and fishes 
                                                             All that time reveals is that 

                                                             I’m turning it into water 
                                                             Never be the same again 
                                                             I’m turning it into water 
                                                             All my wine tastes like the rain. 

Now I’d hazard a guess that we’ve all experienced being partied out. That day when the glass is not just half-full 
but truly empty, when the world has no colour and food has no savour, when we feel dry and wrung out and all the 
joy has evaporated from life. The day when even the finest vintage tastes like dust and ashes in the mouth. It might 
be a bereavement, or the end of a friendship. It might be the realisation that a cherished dream is never going to 
become a reality. It might be redundancy, failure and self doubt, guilt and recrimination, plummeting self-esteem. It 
might be these neverending days of Lockdown#3, missing family and friends and gathering to worship. It might be 
a longing for an indescribable something that we just can’t name. It might be the perceived absence of God, 
unanswered prayer, that feeling of scarcity……… 

‘We have no money.’ ‘He has no friends.’ ‘I’m at the end of my strength.’‘They have no wine.’ 

Al Stewart’s wonderful song ‘Turning it into Water,’ reminds me inescapably of the miracle at Cana, that story 
from John’s gospel which we retell at weddings and during Epiphany every year. It isn’t a story about scarcity; it’s 
about lavish, excessive, extravagant abundance. As an ‘epiphany’ story, Jesus’ transformation of water into the best 
wine clearly reveals God’s generous nature, his capacity to transform the ordinary into the sacred, the weak into the 
strong, the incomplete into the whole. But……..it’s often hard to tell God’s story of abundance when all we see is 
scarcity, loss and need. 

It’s hard to celebrate excess when we know what it’s like to have our wine taste like the rain. What can we do? 
How can we –as individuals, groups, church- find our place in this miracle of plenty? I can’t help thinking that 
we need to pay close attention to Mary. First of all, she notices. It might be easy to miss what’s going on with the 
servants, but Mary doesn’t. She sees the need. And she tells the right person. John’s Gospel has no manger, no 
kings, no shepherds, no stars, but Mary still knows who her son is and what he can do. She’s certain of his ability, 
and his generosity. She believes. When Jesus brusquely fobs Mary off with his ‘What’s that got to do with us? It’s 
not my time,’ Mary doesn’t give up. Empathy wins out for her. What does ‘the hour’ matter? We need help now! 
Even before Jesus agrees to act, Mary sees it. ‘Do whatever he tells you,’ she says to the servants. And they do; 
many trips to the well, the water heavy and arms aching as the huge jars are filled. Mary’s faith is contagious. 
Trust and obedience set the scene for the miracle.  

What can we do?  What can we do when we- individuals, groups, church- find the cupboard bare of loaves and 
fishes and our strength all but gone? What can we do, in these  long, grinding days of Lockdown #3? 

Maybe we, like Mary, can notice, name, persist and trust. No matter how serious the situation or how profound 
our poverty we can elbow our way in, pull Jesus aside, ask for his help and ready ourselves to do what he tells us. 
We can tell God hard truths in the midst of the party. We can keep human need and empathy squarely before us, 
when it’s easier to resort to apathy, denial or distraction. And we can invite others to obey. From Mary we learn the 
mysterious power of telling God the truth in prayer. 

And that’s when the transformation begins. We may not see it at first- we may not even realise it’s 
happening – but God’s abundance overtakes us as Jesus pours himself into the empty jars of our lives. 
Rainwater becomes the best Chateauneuf du Pape. Death turns into life, sorrow into joy, despair into hope. 
We finally realise that we were never intended to forge on in our own strength, believing in our own 
sufficiency to every need. When we meet God in prayer, Christ in the Eucharist, the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
and lives we are renewed. 

‘They have no wine,’ Mary says. But they will, We will. 

Wishing you joy in God, the occasional glass of whatever you like best, and all the blessings of new life! 

Lesley 



The Festival of the Baptism of Christ: 
I had completed writing the sermon for this Festival when we entered the January lockdown and we 
closed our churches again. Having written it, then it seemed sensible to make it available through the 
magazine … 
 
The Church of England’s readings for the Baptism of Jesus are the beginning of the first Creation story 
in the book of Genesis, then St Mark’s account of Jesus’ Baptism, and a baptism story about St Paul and 
the disciples in Ephesus. 
 
But first: our family debate at the start of a pub or restaurant meal (maybe like yours) is “Starters and 
Mains?”, or “Mains and Afters?”. Over the years we’ve homed-in on Starters and Mains, on the whole. 
So Starters and Mains it is from our readings for this Festival. 
 
This Creation account, and the story of the Baptism of Jesus, seem powerfully to be the two parts of a 
two-part story. We might argue we have Starters and Mains building on each other. 
Six hundred years before Jesus the Hebrew people were exiled in far-off Babylon, and they  needed to 
be reminded and to affirm that their God was almighty, greater than the Babylonian gods surrounding 
them, and He was to be trusted even in their forced exile. 
And so a writer puts together a story (Genesis 1: 1-5): 
“There was in the beginning only a formless void, darkness hiding all from view; a wind – the same word as 
‘spirit’, Ruach – God’s breath – sweeps over the waters.” 
God’s breath, God’s Spirit, God’s Word “Let there be light.” And it is good. 
For Starters, it is Good. 
 
For those who choose their Starters and Mains wisely, wise choices might have a taste or flavour harmo-
ny blending through from Starters to Mains, and St Mark (1: 4-11) picks up the key anchors from the 
creation story: “ … water, the heavens, the Spirit of God, a voice from heaven affirming this is good ”. 
 
Just as Creation for Starters reminds us of God’s beginning, so Jesus’s baptism reminds us of God’s be-
ginning. Of course, this now is our Mains. We’ve moved beyond Starters, beyond “When God Speaks, it is 
Good”; for Mains has been served up in the Baptism story: this is now “When God Speaks, Things Hap-
pen”. 
The heavens are torn open – that long-silent voice of God’s is again being heard directly by His people. 
There will be rebirth. There will be Speakings … and Happenings … and Revealings; Epiphanies of Jesus 
His Son. That’s why early in Epiphany we focus on His baptism, revealing God to us, revealing Jesus’ divin-
ity, revealing God as He yearns to be in all of us. 
 
For just a moment here, the heavens are ripped apart and this truly sacramental world, where we sense 
and glimpse God’s presence, suddenly for a moment the glimpse rifts open to widescreen panoramic: we 
are in the premium ringside seats of a “world charged with the grandeur of God”. 
 
And let us not over-humbly think that this widescreen panorama is just rivers, mountains, valleys – crea-
tion in all its geographic beauty. This is about personal beauty. All of us, creation in all its beauty. This is 
the Main Course. This is “God Speaks, Things Happen”. 
This is incarnation: our understanding, our epiphany, is that “God Speaking is Things Happening”. We are 
the “world charged with the grandeur of God”. 
And let us not over-humbly think also that “God Speaks, Things Happen” in our lives are low-impact. As 
those movers and shakers in exile in long-ago Babylon, as they were reminded in that Creation story writ-
ten for them, we worship and serve the creating God. He speaks to remind us of the awakenings – the 
epiphanies - to which He calls day by day of friendliness, courtesy, attentiveness, listening, service, 
warmth, discernment, challenge. 
“God Speaks – and it is Good.” 
“God Speaks – and Things Happen.” 
 
The third reading set for this Sunday (Acts 19: 1-7) tells of how St Paul arrives in Ephesus, excitedly 
finds disciples there and checks them out with “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believ-
ers? ”. They were a bit thrown by this, but Paul and the Holy Spirit save the day, and all is well. St Paul 
then spends about two years around the Ephesus area, teaching, preaching, and generally making a living. 
Just imagine that St Paul comes back to them towards the end of this time, and that he puts a follow-up 
question to them, and to us: “How are you continuing to live in the power of the Spirit today? ”. 
 
From our Starters: “God Speaks, it is Good.” 
From our Mains: “God Speaks, Things Happen.” 
“How are we continuing to live in the power of the Spirit today? ”. 
 
Peter Jackson 



‘May  they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
In normal times we have been able to celebrate the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity by sharing wor-
ship together and being enriched by each other’s 
traditions.  This year of course this is not possible 
but just as moving to worshipping online does not 
mean our churches are closed, our prayer for Chris-
tian Unity is alive and vibrant and we pray this may 
be a sign of hope in our world. We are very mindful 
that all us are currently faced with many challenges, 
as we seek to worship together safely, provide care 
for those in need, and share the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 
In this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we as-
sure you of our prayers for all of the churches in our 
area, and of our commitment to our partnership in 
the Gospel as we all walk together during these 
times of anxiety and grief. May all of us know the 
hope which is found in Jesus Christ as we share his 
love with the communities we serve. 
 
 A prayer for Christian Unity 
Lord, you invite us to share together in your love. 
You call on us to see the beauty of each other’s ex-
pression of the faith, 
and to see the unity beyond the differences that can 
make us afraid. 
Fill our hearts with the love of you, and make us 
new again. 
Open our eyes afresh to our part in your love for the 
world, 
that as one body we may sing your praise, 
serve the needy, and seek the lost. 
Amen 
 

The Right Revd Paul Butler     
Bishop of Durham  

Parish Registers 
Lanchester and Burnhope 

Funerals 
 
14th December          Joanne Devey aged 43 years 
 
6th January               Maureen Barker aged 83 years 
 
13th January             Suzanne Eckford aged  87 years 
  
18th January             Baby Summer Atkinson   (at Burnhope) 
   
 26th January             Brenda Oyston  aged 90 
 

 
A Service at home for Ash Wednesday 



NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
It was with great sadness that our year 
began with the funeral of Maureen Barker                                
and with regret that MU members could not 
acknowledge her with a guard of honour as is our 
usual custom. We will continue to remember Ronnie 
and the family in our prayers.   
This month we congratulate Elizabeth and Alan 
Wharton as they celebrate their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary. Lockdown prevents normal celebration 
but I am sure they will gather their family and 
friends together in a post-covid future celebration. 
We have had many posts of encouragement from 
Ann Harrison, Kathleen Wilson and I include a short 
message from Barbara Taylor the last Provincial 
President of York Province.  “It is good to read of all 
the activity happening in this revitalised Diocese of 
Durham Mothers’ Union.  You have a great team but 
they all acknowledge some fantastic leadership 
which took them forward.  AFIA breaks, sewing of 
gowns, scrub bags and face coverings, collection of 
toiletries – there really seems to be nothing in which 
your members will not get involved.  These 
relatively small individual contributions together do 
make a huge difference.” 
I hope that in the not-too-distant future we can gather 

together in prayer and thanksgiving and can continue 
to support one another in this testing time.  In the 
meantime please try to keep in touch with one 

another and please stay safe. 

Eileen Matthews 

 

Lanchester and Burnhope Church Diary 
2021 
 
A few copies of the Lanchester and Burnhope 
Church Diary for 2021 are still available; any dona-
tion you make will go to Church funds. If you would 
like a copy please ring David Baggott on 01207 
520646 
 

David Baggott 

Christmas Card Stand 
 
This year we made the decision that we should not 

have the Christmas Card Stand because it would be 
too much of an infection risk Instead we invited peo-
ple to write down their Christmas greetings to the 

church family on a list. These were transferred to a 
single card which was distributed on the Sunday be-
fore Christmas. People were invited to make a dona-

tion to the Consett Food Bank. As a result, the mag-
nificent sum of £332 was donated. Thank you so 
much to all who contributed. 

 
Pam Baggott 

February Flowers 
 
Hope you are all keeping well, and warm. I’ve just 
been into the garden to see what is surviving the 
snow and frost. I have a lovely Viburnun Tinus (Lisa 
Rose) in a pot sitting in a sheltered spot (in the sun-
shine today) which has flowered continually since 
October, with clusters of pink and white flowers. Ap-
parently it is dedicated to St Faine an Irish abbess in 
the sixth century.  
 
‘Whether the weather be snow or rain, 
we are sure to see the flower of St Faine. 
Rain comes but seldom, and often snow . 
And yet the Viburnum is sure to grow’. 
 
In the woodlands and hedgerows when the snow 
melts, winter heliotrope, winter aconite and Helle-
borus Niger the Christmas Rose, which is dedicated 
to St Agnes—a roman martyr (304AD) may be 
found. 
The  little white Snowdrop a welcome sight is named 
the ‘fair maid of February’ and is associated with 
Candlemas (February 2nd)  
The Primrose is dedicated  to St Agatha (Feb 13) and 
the welcome Crocus, which bursts into bloom around  
the middle of the month is dedicated to St Valentine 
(Feb 14). 
With luck the first Violets may appear (Queen Victo-
rias favourite flower. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Audrey Newton 



Foodbank 
 
Please don't forget those who depend on the food-
bank at this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is 
not open for you to leave donations at present and 
we have liaised with the Foodbank in Consett to see 
how we can help. Lanchester donated over a ton of 
food in the year before lockdown, and many people 
would struggle without that generosity of spirit.  
As it is  difficult to collect food for the food bank 
we have spoken to them and they are happy for us 
to circulate their bank account details if anyone 
wants to make money donations on line. 
Sort code  40-52-40 Account  number   00099102 
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made pay-
able to Consett Food 4U, and posted to Durham 
Foodbank, Durham Christian Partnership, MILE 
House, Bridge End, Chester le Street, DH3 3RA 

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 

supporting the Food Bank in Consett   
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the 

Durham Diocese) 

 

Church Wives 
Last year has gone, a sigh of relief. 

Goodness it was beyond belief! 
Now here we are in a brand New Year, 

And no matter what happens, God is there. 
Put your life and cares in His hand as he leads us 

on, 
Trust Him to bring us out of this, as we soldier on. 
One day this year Wives will meet again I am sure, 

But until then I am afraid we have to endure.  
 

Brenda Craddock 

Congratulations. 

The people of All Saints and St John’s would like 
to wish Elizabeth and Alan Wharton congratula-

tions on the occasion of their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on the 14th January. They were mar-
ried by Rev’d Hillary Jackson at St Andrews 
Church  Consett. I hope the picture below brings 

them back  happy memories of  that day.  

Editor 

My Books 
 
I am a member of the fund raising committee for our 
church but have not contributed much to it this year 
and so I am asking for your help. My third book has 
just been published and continuing the theme of secrets 
is called ‘Eleanor’s Secret’, the others being ‘Abigail’s 
Secret’, and ‘Samuel’s secret. A number of you have 
bought my books in the past and will be aware that the 
stories are set in Newcastle, the city of my birth and up
- bringing. The cost of my books has not gone up and 
£4.99p is the price. If you buy my book the £4.99p will 
be given to our church. Please help me. I am sure you 
will. I can get the book or books for you even though 
you can buy it on Amazon or order it at Waterstones. If 
you buy it from me then I will give the money directly 
to the church. If you enjoy the book tell others but if 
you don’t please don’t!!. 

 
PS. 
I have made three ‘P’s for myself at this very testing 
time PRAYER, PATIENCE, and PERSEVERANCE, 
all with our Lord’s approval. It is not easy for anyone 
and some are more in need than others, but if I hold 
onto those three words and practice them daily then it 
is easier to be positive and believe that one day all will 
be well, and we can say in the words of William Shake-
speare ’All’s well that ends well’.   
 

Brenda Craddock 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 
 

We took 10 boxes to the collection point in Consett on 
December 7th. The original November 9th to 15th date 
was extended because of the virus.  A big thank you to 
all those who filled boxes to give Christmas presents to 
deprived 3rd world children.  

Steve Craddock 

Thank you 
 
Bill Eckford and family thank everyone for the pray-
ers, messages of condolence and many cards received 
following our sad  bereavement. We have been greatly 
comforted. 
Special thanks to Revd. Lesley for conducting a beau-
tiful service and for giving voice to Craig's playing of 
Suzanne's chosen hymns.  Also to Revd. Canon Peter 
for the most moving eulogy which Lesley read on Pe-
ter's behalf, he having fallen victim to enforced self-
isolation that very morning. 
Lastly we are extremely grateful to those whose tech-
nical ability made it possible for immediate and ex-
tended family members together with friends who 
were unable to be present because of the current global 
situation, to watch the service online and thus partici-
pate. 
 

Bill Eckford 



Bishops Pastoral Letter dated January 2021 
Dispensation from Public Worship under Canons B11 & B14 
 
Dear All, 
I thought it would be of help and interest to share with you the picture across the Diocese regarding the clo-
sure of churches for public worship. I have already received a large number of requests and have agreed to 
them all. I want to say how impressed I have been by the thoughtfulness and care with which incumbents, 
churchwardens, Standing Committees and PCCs have undertaken this in a very short period of time. There 
has been clear sorrow at having to decide that closure for a period is best. But the reasoning has shown real 
concern for the wider public first, the health and safety of regular worshippers and a real concern for the 
well-being of clergy. It has been a real encouragement to me to see the thought and care that has taken 
place. 
 
Where PCCs have decided to remain open I am grateful to those who have written to me to explain what 
they are doing; which in all cases received has been to bring in fresh limitations. Obviously, it is not re-
quired for incumbents and PCCs to tell me about remaining open but these have been helpful to hear. I am 
confident that this decision will also have been reached with equal thought, prayer and care. In the light of 
the greater risks which the new variant of the virus poses I would urge PCCs – if they have not done so al-
ready – to revisit your decision about being open for communal worship, and personal prayer, and your risk 
assessment of how that can be done safely. It is good and right to ask if the plans you had made before still 
seem right in the new situation. I will support the decision you reach after such a discussion.”. 
 
So everyone is clear, I am agreeing to dispensations on exactly the same terms for all parishes. This is that 
the dispensation lasts until February 15th with a local review being undertaken around February 1st to see 
whether or not an extension beyond that might be wise. This deliberately places us in line with the current 
Government timetable for the lockdown. If things improve faster than anticipated then of course a decision 
to return to the buildings can take place earlier. Quite a number are continuing to open for periods of per-
sonal prayer. I know many will Livestream or record services from the church building rather than home, 
as had to happen last Spring. The Archdeacons will be circulating some updated guidance on Risk Assess-
ments relating to this and the use of buildings in the light of the new strain of Covid, sometime next week. 
 
I want to congratulate and commend all the efforts that have taken place over these past months to develop 
a variety of Telephone, YouTube, Facebook, and Zoom services. It has been inspiring to hear about new 
people joining through online, whilst recognising that it has been hard for others to maintain their engage-
ment with whatever means has been made available. Thank you for all the hard work put into this alongside 
telephone prayer trees, WhatsApp groups, home delivery of ‘paper’ services and prayers, and simple email-
ing. 
 
By mid-February with the vaccinations rolled out it might be that many older people, and those who are 
clinically extremely vulnerable, begin to have returning confidence to attend church again. We will have to 
see. 
One thing is I think very clear; there is not one single church in the Diocese that will emerge from this past 
year the same as it entered it. There is a real sense in which every single church will need to see itself as ‘re-
planting’ itself or even seeing itself as taking the opportunity to reset and start in some fresh ways once we 
can truly gather together again face to face. I hope we can all begin to reimagine ourselves as church; every-
one of us.  
If you have decided to remain open please be extra vigilant, not simply in how social distancing, hand-
sanitising, mask-wearing, distribution of communion etc is handled in the building, but also that people do 
not mingle outside at all. If you change your mind and decide to close then please ask and your request will 
be treated exactly as all those already received.  
 
This short but hard week for us all has actually encouraged me in regard to the importance of the local 
church as the core of who we are as the Church of England with a body of worshipping praying people con-
cerned for the wellbeing of the wider community, one another and above all the glory of God. It has demon-
strated again to me the importance of God’s people working well together with the person placed among 
them as their priest and then the connection of us all together through the bishop as a Diocesan family. 
There is something wonderful about the Church of England.  
 
It remains my deep honour to be your Diocesan bishop. I know Bishop Sarah feels equally honoured to be 
amongst you as Bishop of Jarrow. 
 

Yours in Christ 
+Paul 



 
‘Being there’ for prisoners during  
Covid-19 
 
Surely the most severe form of lockdown this past 
year has been in our prisons.  Prisoners have been 
left in their cells for up to 23 hours a day, with all 
activities suspended. 
 
Whereas prayer and chapel services usually provide 
some outlet for prisoners, even these were halted. 
That meant that many prisoners with personal prob-
lems and anxieties were left with no one to turn to for 
help. 
 
In response, Prison Fel-
lowship launched Pray-
er Line. It is a telephone 
service with a freephone 
number, where prisoners 
have been requesting 
prayers for something 
personal by leaving their 
request as an anony-
mous recorded message.  
 
The messages have then been picked up by PF staff, 
distributed to PF volunteer prayer groups, and faith-
fully prayed for.   
 
The requests for help have ranged from prayers for 
the victims of the prisoner’s crime, to the prisoner’s 
family, themselves, and other prisoners. 
 

 
Source The Parish Pump 

 

Celebrating 75 years of the 
RSV Version  
 

The Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament was published 
75 years ago, on 11th February 1946. 
It was the first major English-
language update of the Bible since 
the King James version published in 
1611. 
 
The RSV Old Testament followed in 1952 and the 
Apocrypha in 1957. The translation was a revision of 
the American Standard Version of 1901 and was in-
tended to be a readable and accurate modern English 
translation. A ceremony to commemorate the publica-
tion of the New Testament was held in Columbus, 
Ohio, with the translation team saying they wanted it 
to supplement the ASV and not supplant it. 
 
The RSV New Testament was mostly well received, 
but the Old Testament, which made use of Dead Sea 
Scrolls material, less so. One objection centred on the 
translation of a Hebrew word in Isaiah as ‘young 
woman’ instead of ‘virgin’, which was said to distort 
a basic Christian truth and encouraged many to go 
back to the King James Bible. 
 
Some opponents went further, calling it a “master 
stroke of Satan”. One Southern pastor burned a copy 
with a blowtorch in his pulpit. The controversy may 
have paved the way for the now widely used and vir-
ginal New International Version, introduced in 1978. 
 

Source  The Parish Pump 

 

What we want during the pandemic 
 

What have men and women been thinking about dur-
ing the pandemic? According to recent data from the 
Office for National Statistics (ONS), men have been 
preoccupied with takeaway 
food and pints, while women 
have been keeping in touch 
with their friends. 
In a study on the social impact 
of coronavirus, the ONS 
found that women are only 
half as likely to leave home 
for a takeaway or drinks, and 
much more likely to go out in 
order to meet a friend. Wom-
en are also far more likely to form a lockdown sup-
port bubble and to adhere to government advice than 
men. (written before lockdown) 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Potholes 
 

Potholes have proliferated during the pandemic, and 
they are still the top concern of nearly 40 per cent of all 
drivers.   
 
The pandemic slowed down the 
maintenance of roads for many 
councils. A spokesman for the De-
partment for Transport said: “We’ve 
committed £2.5billion for local road 
repairs as part of the biggest nation-
wide pothole programme ever an-
nounced.” 
 
But as a transport spokesman for the 
Local Government Association said: “Extra govern-
ment funding has helped, but our local roads are deteri-
orating at a faster rate than can be repaired by coun-
cils.” 
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



A Service at home for Ash Wednesday 

 

Lockdown is to be reconsidered on 15th February, only two days before Ash 

Wednesday- so it’s possible that we may not be able to meet in church to mark 

Ash Wednesday as we usually do. Here’s a service that we can share at home 

this year. 

You will need; 

• Some paper and a pen 

• Something to burn the paper in outside- a metal baking tray or a 

barbecue 

• Matches or a lighter 

• Some vegetable oil (preferably olive) 

• A vessel of water (just in case!) 

We share a moment’s silence; 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; 
Amen 
 
Holy God, 
Our lives are laid open before you 
Rescue us from the chaos of sin 
And, through the death of your Son 
Bring us healing and make us whole 
In Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 
 
Now spend some time reflecting on all the things that are not right in our lives; 
the things you would like to change and the things you are sorry for. 
Write them down on your paper. 



If you are not already outside, move outdoors. Place each paper in your tray 
and carefully light them. 
 
Say together; 
 
Make our hearts clean, O God; 
And renew a right spirit within us; 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace 
We have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
In what we have thought, 
In what we have said and done 
Through ignorance, through weakness,  
Through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love 
And marred your image within us 
We are sorry and ashamed 
And repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us 
Forgive us all that is past 
And lead us out from darkness 
To walk as children of light.  
Amen 
 
You might like to mark one another with the sign of the cross using the ashes. 
Mix a little of the oil in with them to make a paste and make the sign of the 
cross on one another’s foreheads, saying; 
 
Remember that you are but dust, and to dust you shall return. 
Turn away from sin, 
and be faithful to Christ. 
After a moment of silence, say together; 
 
May the Lord enrich us with his grace; 
And nourish us with his blessing; 
The Lord defend us in trouble 
And keep us from all evil; 
The Lord accept our prayers 
And absolve us from our offences, 
For the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen 



Extract from the Parish Magazine of January 
1901 
 
My dear Friends 
 
Is there anything more beautiful, more inspiring than the 
dawn; think of the dawn of day. All is so fresh and cool 
and bright; everything is looking forward; everything is 
in front; the darkness is past, the light is to come; who 
does not feel hopeful in the morning. This month we are 
concerned with another dawn; the dawn of a new 
century; a century of which most probably not one of us 
now living can see the end; a century likely to be even 
more rich in eventful years than the nineteenth. What are 
the hopes with which we are about to start out into the 
new century now dawning --- a brave determined effort 
at self-improvement, self-advancement, in all kinds of 
useful knowledge of which so many opportunities present 
themselves in this our age; a rising superior to the dull 
cares and sorrows of life, and throwing ourselves more 
readily into those innocent recreations that are intended 
to make our lives brighter and happier; a firm, and 
sometimes fierce, grappling with sin and temptation in 
the strength which Christ supplies; a laying hold of and 
grasping the old Christian faith; a yielding up of 
ourselves to God, and finding, what thousands have 
already found, pardon, peace, grace, salvation; and 
without doubt the Sun of Righteousness will rise with 
healing in His Wings. Each one must examine himself. 
And try to realize more fully his own responsibilities; 
each can do something towards shaping a glorious future; 
each can hope to be a better man and in so hoping, pave 
the way for a better life for himself and for others. Be 
unselfish, look out from self to the wider world around 
you; study the needs of others; sympathize with them, co-
operate with them. 
 
Come out into the fresh spring air of this dawning 
century; leave behind all that is dark and gloomy and 
sinful; and drink in the sweet, new Breath of Heaven, and 
walk on bravely and joyfully in the light of Him, who 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.   
Yours faithfully 
GEORGE JEPSON  Vicar and Surrogate. 
 
 

Peter Smith 

From the Archives  
From The Wardens 
 
This time has to be the strangest period in the life of 
a churchwarden. Church is closed, but still requiring 
our attention. Zoom meetings are useful and neces-
sary but somehow lack  atmosphere and the spiritual 
and physical feeling experienced by meeting of 
friends and colleagues carrying out the everyday 
business of our wonderful churches. We of course 
are endeavouring to support Lesley as best as we are 
able in her tireless work as our Priest in Charge. Her 
workload has not decreased since the pandemic 
broke, and over the Christmas period saw the out-
reach achieved via ’Small Saints ’ with Halloween 
packs and Christingle packs in high demand and it 
was wonderful to see the photos posted on Facebook 
by many parents of  children who received them. 
The  PCC with great regret had to make a decision 
due to rising rates of infection locally to suspend our 
regular worship until the situation improves which 
hopefully it will, especially with the rolling out of 
the vaccination programme gathering pace. 
We continue to ensure that the Churches are  kept as 
they should be, by regular  visits during the lock-
down. We are ensuring that the Church is prepared 
before and after funerals have taken place. Thank 
you Peter and Jen for your continued support. 
Although the Chapter House and Vestries are not 
being fully used at the moment the heating has been  
programmed to come on for short periods especially 
during the current cold weather. 
We have had the quinquennial inspection at All 
Saints and await the report from the Architect. A 
meeting for the QI at St John’s has been arranged 
for 4th February ( conditions permitting). 
Our PCC meets again in early February via zoom to 
review the situation and we look forward to seeing 
everyone in our churches again. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rob Matthews  
(on behalf of the Wardens) 
 

Facemasks still for sale 
Minimum donation £1 each 

Various fabrics 
 
 
 
 

All proceeds to church funds 
Ring Margaret 521214 or Jen 520498 

Happy to deliver in the village 

Beware hand sanitiser! 
 
Don’t let vulnerable members of your family accidentally 
poison themselves with hand sanitiser. It can kill them. 
 
Poisonings from swallowing alcohol-based hand sanitiser 
have more than doubled in the past year, to nearly 400. 
Doctors from the Centre for Evidence Based Medicine at 
the University of Oxford urge that more needs to be done 
to protect children, the elderly or anyone with mental 
health issues, from mistaking the sanitiser for a drink. 



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The contrast of the end of the Christmas term to the start of this term could not be more noticeable. Our last two 
weeks at school in December were just so memorable and special. The whole staff team spent hours planning 
and then transforming our woodland into a very special Winter Wonderland.  
Our Winter Wonderland transformation started with a lighting company who we commissioned to light up the 
whole woodland with tree wraps, path lights and light canopies. Then, our bird hide was transformed into a 
magical Santa’s Grotto. This was followed by the creation of a wonderful campfire area where the children 
made s’mores (melted toasted marshmallows between chocolate digestives) as well as the E.P. HotChoc Bar. 
Our KS2 children also enjoyed a visit from some birds of prey whilst the younger children were visited by 
Frosty – a beautiful, rather old reindeer from Adventure Valley! 
The children then had a session visiting the Wonderland and all had a special time with the ‘real’ Santa Claus 
too. I wanted to ‘bottle’ the look on their little faces and have to say that the most memorable were actually the 
oldest children! They all thoroughly enjoyed their visit and especially appreciated their small gift from Santa – a 
hand painted wooden Christmas Tree Decoration with their name on, the year 2020 and a rainbow. Hopefully, 
this is something that will remain with them for the whole of their lives. 
To finish the week in great style, I (still dressed as the Snow Queen) drove Santa Claus around the village in my 
stylishly decorated open-roofed car, waving to all the children.  
It was then also lovely to be able to welcome children from All Saints School the following week. All their chil-
dren came and it was just so special to see them all – especially as so many of them had previously attended our 
Nursery. It has to go down as one of the best weeks in my entire career! 
We then transformed Santa’s Grotto into a rather special nativity scene. We had commissioned a local wood-
carver to create the tableaux and the children all visited the stable and sang some carols around the manger. It is 
so important to send the children off with the real meaning of Christmas at the forefront of their minds. 
2021 then started with a bit of a bang! We chose not to open on the first day back, along with many other 
schools in County Durham. Having been interviewed on New Year’s Eve by BBC Radio Newcastle about the 
highs and lows of 2020, I was then asked back on the Monday to explain the decision behind remaining closed. 
This was picked up by both BBC Look North and Tyne Tees and I featured on both local news reports that day. 
However, when the lockdown was announced that evening, I was pleased we had stuck our necks out and made 
the decision that we felt was best for our children, parents and local community. 
So, we are now back to where we were back in March last year – open only for the key worker and vulnerable 
children although we have over four times as many children in school with almost 100 children accessing the 
provision daily and the rest of the children being home-schooled. It is tough for the children and parents at home 
but we have to keep positive and think that we are getting there… surely? 
Revd Sutherland has been wonderful in leading Worship to the whole school community every Tuesday after-
noon over Zoom. We have our theme for the week which I introduce on a Monday, then Lesley follows up on a 
Tuesday and then one of the leadership team on a Wednesday. I have to say that the whole school community 
has found them to be very inspiriting – thank you! 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School 

Do me a favour?   David Pickup, a solicitor, considers scam emails. 
I just had an email from a clergyman, saying, “Hi” and asking me to do him “a favor”. I replied to say yes, of course. I then 
began to wonder why he had not said what sort of favour it was, and why he was asking me.  
I decided to telephone him and find why he had not explained. His wife answered and said: “Is it about the fake email?” I 
could tell from her tone of voice that I was not the first caller.  
This was a scam of some sort and probably the favour was to send money. The same day someone else in the same parish 
had their accounts hacked. The email addresses used were correct, but if had looked carefully I would have noticed he 
would not spell “favour” like that and not say “hi”.    
This all makes me quite cross, because these scammers are playing on church members’ kindness. A friend of mine also 
got the email and was upset that someone else was in trouble. We need to be aware of the risks and look out for messages 
of any kind which seem strange.  
Criminals target churches and pretend to send emails from people in authority such as clergy, churchwardens or treasurers. 
They prey on our credulity and charity. What should we do? 
If you get a telephone call or email you and you are not sure if it is genuine, use another form of communication to check.  
It is a crime, so report it to the authorities. If it is connected to a church, tell your diocese or governing body.  
The scammers must have got these addresses from somewhere. How easy would it be to get a list of the names and ad-
dresses of your minister, leaders and treasurer? Lastly, carry on being generous and kind. These scammers should not stop 
us.   

Source The Parish Pump 



And for Valentine’s day…a prayer 

Love 

He held her close in his arms’ embrace, 
Their eyes and their lips did meet, 
He looked down into her lovely face, 
And her heart did faster beat… 

They went to the kirk and it came the day, 
And the book the priest did take; 
He in his kilt was so bright and gay 
As his promise he did make. 

She stood at his side so white and fair, 
Her white fingers fair to give, 
The priest handfasted them then and there, 
And he blessed them long to live. 

O God give the joy and God the love 
To those who are lovers true, 
Shed down benediction from above 
As in one are joined the two. 

From Prayers of the Western High-
landers 

Leave them be 
 
The National Trust has urged the public to stay away 
from certain areas during breeding season this 
Spring. It hopes to mimic the effects of lockdown 
last year, which helped more vulnerable species. 
 
The call follows the discovery last year that lock-
down did our peregrine falcons, grey partridges and 
other species a real favour.   
 
The tern colony at Blakeney 
Point in Norfolk had a 
bumper season, with more 
than 200 little tern chicks 
fledged, the most in 25 
years.  
The Peak District saw more 
curlew, and the Llyn Penin-
sula saw more stoats, weasels and rabbits emerging 
from the woodlands of Plas yn Rhiw. Meanwhile, the 
ruins of Corfe Castle in Dorset became home to pere-
grine falcons, and a cuckoo arrived in Osterley, west 
London. Even Dartford warblers were on the move, 
some to as far as Shropshire.  
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Boom in unwanted pets 
 
Will Covid-19 mean a large increase in abandoned 
dogs and cats?  
 
Battersea Dogs and Cats Home fear so. In a recent 
study it found that a third of the people who ac-
quired a cat or dog during the national lockdown 
had not considered having a pet before the pandem-
ic, and had bought one on 
impulse. 
 
Battersea predicts that the 
number of abandoned dogs 
could increase by 27 percent 
over the next five years, 
based on data from previous 
economic recessions. The 
report goes on: “The im-
pulse buying of pets under 
lockdown conditions is like-
ly to create long-term wel-
fare problems for these ani-
mals. 
 
“Many in this cohort are likely to be given up or 
abandoned as their owners become unable to cope – 
particularly as a result of behavioural issues that 
develop after periods of lockdown.” 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight 
22nd February – 7th March 
 

It has been a terrible year for farmers and workers in 
the global south.   
 
In 2020, on top of the pandemic, they had to deal 
with the growing impact of climate change: more 
droughts and crop disease, locusts, floods, fires, and 
heatwaves.  No wonder their harvests were shrink-
ing. 
 
Yet with the help of Fairtrade, 
many of these producers of food, 
drinks and cottons can be 
equipped to meet more everyday 
needs, and to deal with the chal-
lenges facing them.   
 
So this month, why not visit www.fairtrade.org.uk 
and see how you can send some support. 
 
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk


Pauline Meek –a reflection 

Never before had there been greater wretchedness in the country . . . And they said openly that Christ and His saints slept The 
Peterborough Chronicle 
The above words were written during that dreadful period of British history known as “The Anarchy”.  For 19 years England 
was torn by a brutal war for the crown.  Even if you aren’t a history buff, you will likely know of it if you have ever watched 
“Cadfael” - King Stephen and the Empress Maud fought tooth and nail to gain the upper hand, and during their conflict the 
land was laid waste and the people suffered.  They  suffered war, and famine, pestilence and death as the country was ravaged 
by two determined armies;  19 years, through some of the worst winters in recorded history, failed harvests, plague, and the 
scorched earth and indiscriminate slaughter policies of warring forces on both sides.   It seemed that life would never again be 
normal, that the horror would never  end.  It was hard for people to hold to their faith, but they did even though they felt that 
God had turned away from them - church lands, church people, church buildings and even convents and monasteries had suf-
fered as much as the common man.  Slowly and gradually they reclaimed normality: their fields were fruitful again; they re-
built their homes and their lives.  That longed-for peace, after so much war, must have seemed as close to Eden as anyone 
could wish. 
We sometimes feel, I think, that this frightful pandemic may never end.  Every time it seems that things may return to normal, 
another wave, like an invading army, sweeps over the country and we are helpless before it.  We, too, feel despairing and lost, 
and for Christians, and all people of all faiths, there is not even the consolation of joining our church family in worship, to 
offer and receive support from one another.  It’s a very difficult time for all of us.  Put into context, people throughout history 
have suffered much more, but while we can sympathise with another person’s pain, it is our own that we feel - selfish, yes, 
but we are only human, and we are afraid and exhausted by what is happening, and by not being able to reach out to comfort 
another, or take heart from a friendly smile or voice.  Our worries are not just for ourselves, but for our children and grand-
children.  As the economy shrinks and jobs are lost, as our global climate is threatened and all of God’s precious creation with 
it, we can’t help but fear for the future. 
When we pray, we may feel that we are offering our prayers into a void - that Christ and his saints are indeed sleeping.  While 
for some people the opportunity to be alone has deepened their faith, for many others it has caused pain and doubt.  Why is 
God allowing this to happen?  In fact - where is God?  How can we trust the Almighty when around us there is only uncer-
tainty? 
The last Sunday in January saw two things happen in our church.  The first was the celebration of the presentation of Christ at 
the Temple.  In our Gospel reading, Luke, writing for Gentiles, was telling them they could trust this Jewish God to keep 
promises.  Luke showed them, through the account of Anna and Simeon, that God does not forget.  Simeon was promised that 
he would live to see the Messiah, and that promise was fulfilled, though probably not how he expected.  He not only saw the 
Messiah - he held him in his arms.  Anna showed that God rewards faith.  For many decades she worshipped at the Temple, 
perhaps even living within its walls, and she too was blessed with the knowledge that she had met, she had touched, the prom-
ised Saviour King.  Patience and trust were rewarded.  God keeps promises.  The promise to Simeon was kept - he saw the 
Messiah; the promise to the Jews was kept; the Messiah came, and Simeon thanked God in that most beautiful song - 
the Nunc Dimittis. 
God’s promises, however, are kept in God’s time, not in ours.  How long Abraham waited for his son, how impatient Sarah 
grew, how much distress they caused by not holding faith and being patient.  We must hold onto our faith, as Anna and Sime-
on did, and trust that God knows the right time.  That is not to say that there will not be suffering, because that is part of life’s 
process, the way we learn and grow.  It means that God does care, and will be with us throughout, and will hold and support 
us through the hardships, so that we will emerge with greater understanding of ourselves, each other, and our place in Crea-
tion. 
I said that two things happened; the second was that we had our first “Phone Church” service.  Churches all over the world 
have been forced to slough off old ideas of worship and adopt new ones that are accessible in pandemic times.  Church has 
been held on Zoom and on Facebook, on TV and on radio; individuals without access to these have worshipped in their homes 
at set times of the day, knowing that even though they can’t see it, others are worshipping with them and they are part of a 
congregation; knowing that where two or three are gathered, even in spirit, in Christ’s name, there Christ is also.  The need for 
safety, to protect the vulnerable, has prompted imaginative forms of worship that we never envisaged - and everywhere, con-
gregations are growing.  People are turning to God, and God is there for them, on a computer, on the TV, on the radio - at the 
end of a phone.  Priests are reporting that people are accessing services online in numbers they didn’t dare hope for.  The 
church is reviving, and just as the Messiah appeared in a form that no-one expected regular worship has taken on a form that 
no-one expected, too.  Our is a God of many surprises 
Of course, we all want to get back to church when we can.  We want to see each other again, renew old friendships and make 
new ones, share news as well as worship, comfort each other where we need to, share each other’s joys where we can, and 
that day will come - but in God’s time, not ours.  We should remember, too, that the feelings of isolation and loneliness we 
have experienced are not new - they’re only new to us.  The early Christians often had to worship alone, and even today many 
Christians face persecution that means they can’t openly worship.  Some are even imprisoned for it.  Richard Wurmbrand 
wrote, in his head, his “Sermons In Solitary Confinement” while in Ceausescu’s underground dungeons.  Less dramatically, 
even before the pandemic, many faithful Christians couldn’t attend church services - disability, chronic illness, transport diffi-
culties - all can force people to worship and to cherish their faith in isolation.  Perhaps the methods we are using to share wor-
ship now will not only make the able-bodied aware of how lonely it can be, but have given us ways of joint worship that are 
accessible to all. 
God’s protecting hand is always with us, even when we are unaware of the Divine Presence.  We rarely feel it, but it is there, 
guiding every step we take.  We can take heart from  the words of Julian of Norwich, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, 
and all manner of things shall be well.”   
All God asks of us is that we are patient, and keep faith and trust. 
God’s promises are kept, and in ways we would never expect - surprising, impossible to anticipate, unimaginable . . . And in 
God’s time - not ours.  Christ is not sleeping, but waiting. 

Pauline 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 
 

Pray for anyone you 
know is at a low 
point. Perhaps it’s 
yourself. 

 

Holy Habits: following Jesus 
Seven weeks of material for Lent  
By Andrew Roberts, BRF, £6.99 
 
A welcome new addition to BRF’s growing 
collection of Holy Habits resources, Holy Habits: 
Following Jesus provides seven weeks of material 
for Lent. Although written before the outbreak of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, many of the applications, 
questions and take-home ideas are highly relevant 
to the pastoral needs, challenges and opportunities 
created by it.  
 
In his introduction Andrew Roberts writes: ‘No 
one can know with any certainty the range and 
scope of challenges that will be present when you 
use this material, but I believe that whatever they 
are, the life and example of Jesus and the way He 
responded to the challenges he faced will always 
be of utmost value in shaping our lives as we seek 
to follow in his footsteps.’ 

Smile Lines 

Slow down                                                
Each Sunday morning our minister was mildly irri-
tated by a member of the congre-
gation who was a fast reader. Fi-
nally, announcing the 23rd Psalm, 
he added: 

“And will the lady who is always by ‘the still 
waters’ while the rest of us are still in ‘green pas-
tures,’ please pause until we catch up?” 

.  

Opening our Lives – devotional readings 
for Lent 
By Trystan Owain Hughes, BRF, £8.99 
 
Lenten disciplines are evolving, but whether you 
intend to give up, give to or take up something for 
Lent, BRF’s 2021 Lent book will add another di-
mension to your devotions.  
 
Trystan Owain Hughes offers six weeks of reflec-
tions designed to encourage and challenge readers 
to open their lives to God: to His presence, His 
call, His love, His will, His compassion and His 
peace.  The final reflection, for Easter Day, invites 
us to open our world to God’s hope. 
 
Opening Our Lives is rich and wide-ranging; it’s 
imbued with Welsh culture, language and land-
scape and resonant with insights, from Merton to 
Blackadder, Meister Eckhart to Mark Kermode 
and Thoreau to Trystan’s taid (grandfather). 

A prayer for the pandemic 
 
Dear Father God, 
 
You promise to hear us when we come to you in 
prayer, thank you! We so need Your listening ear at 
this time – and your help, Lord. Winter always brings 
challenges, but this winter is exceptional as the ef-
fects of the pandemic continue. When we are afraid, 
or lonely, or grieving, or in despair, help us to trust 
You and to know that You are with us in the middle 
of it all, sustaining us. You are not social-distancing, 
You are very, very close, full of love and compas-
sion. 
  
We pray for our National Health Service and ask for 
Your special strength and protection for all staff. 
Thank you for the skills You have given to scientists 
all over the world. Thank you for the hope which the 
vaccines bring. Most of all thank You for the hope 
which Jesus brings. This earthly life is a whisper in 
the light of eternity and Jesus is the key to that eter-
nal life. Thank You, Father, for meeting all our needs 
in Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

By Daphne Kitching 



DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

30 Sunderland Road 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2L6 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


