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Every year the Oxford English Dictionary is updated with new words and phrases. Most of 

them- if not all- are indicative of the times, the news, and national preoccupations and 

obsessions. So in 2000 we could click and collect and in 2001 pay by chip and pin. In 2002 

we could watch twenty twenty to our hearts’ content, perhaps whilst glamping; and if cricket 

didn’t float our boats we could bingewatch boxsets by 2008. 

In 2001 bromance became a thing; and if you didn’t know what it was by 2008 it could be 

mansplained to you. In 2006 you could become part of the Twitterati; but as early as 2004 you 

could be defriended or unliked. And 2016- of course- became the year of Brexit. 

This year the OED has been updating its new word-and phrase list every month. In January climate emergency, 

freegan, hothousing, plastic footprint and hellacious were the buzzwords- but by April the list had an entirely 

different flavour. Replacing the references to the environment and climate change were some words we’d come to 

know extremely well; 

Covid-19,  Self-isolate, Infodemic (a proliferation of diverse, often unsubstantiated information relating to a crisis, 
controversy or event, which disseminates rapidly), Social distancing, The R, Elbow bump… 
I write at the beginning of June and another couple of phrases are being widely used. As the lockdown eases, we’re 

all wondering what the new normal will be. 

Truth be told, I find the phrase ‘new normal’ intensely uncomfortable. For many of us change is challenging, and 
after a period of intense disruption and uncertainty all we want to do is take comfort in the familiar and the safe. But 
the more I think of it, the more I wonder whether what we took for granted as ‘normal’ was normal at all.  
Why should it be normal for 24,000 people across the world to die each day from malnutrition? 
Why should it be normal for those of us in the largely comfortable West to enjoy throwaway fashion made by 
children in sweatshops? 
Why should it be normal for us to aspire to ridiculous levels of ‘productivity’, ignoring our need for sabbath rest and 
risking the ‘burnout’ that’s regarded so casually in so many professions? 
Why should it be normal for us to carry on despoiling our environment, throwing plastic into our oceans, driving 
species to the edge of extinction, to feed our hunger for conspicuous consumption? 
Why should it be normal for us to leave the care of our elderly to underpaid and allegedly ‘unskilled’ care workers? 
The life and ministry of Jesus was deeply and powerfully transformative. His first act after the temptation in the 
desert was to preach the ‘sermon at Nazareth’ described in Luke’s Gospel; 
‘He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it 
is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”  
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”’ 
Our life as Christians together is also to be deeply and powerfully transformative. As agents of the kingdom of God 

we are to be a people who proclaim good news to the poor, freedom for prisoners, healing and wholeness for 

everyone, an end to injustice and oppression, and relief from indebtedness for those who have little or nothing. We 

are very manifestly NOT to be a people who collude with what was once considered normal. 

And we’ve discovered, during lockdown, that we don’t HAVE to return to an outlook that’s self-regarding and self-

absorbed.  

Remember the wonderful coming-together of people when we knew lockdown was on its way as we planned 

community groups to shop and feed and supply essentials for those who were isolating or shielding.  

Remember the wonderful way we’ve discovered how little, rather than how MUCH, we really need to live a good 

and meaningful life. Remember the wonderful ways we’ve found to rest, recuperate, look after ourselves.  

Remember the wonderful pictures of the natural world reclaiming spaces despoiled by humanity, the goats playing 

on the main street of Llandudno and the dolphins in the Venetian canals.  

Remember the wonderful clapping together on Thursdays for the people we’d previously held in little regard and 

who were now so vital in caring for those whom we care for. Food, clothing, sabbath, environment, family; 

remember that we can change for the better, in ways that bring in God’s kingdom. Prince Charles writes; “We have 

a golden opportunity to seize something good from this crisis. Its unprecedented shockwaves may well make people 

more receptive to big visions of change…” 

Perhaps as we begin to think about re-opening our buildings, writing risk assessments and taking decisions in digital 

PCC meetings, we need to frame our collective vision of change in our communities.  

What is our new normal? 

Lesley 



There is a fable you may have heard about a horse and a bird.  It goes like this.: 
 
A huge war horse in full armour was trotting down the street.  In front of it on the road a tiny sparrow lay on its 
back, its frail, skinny little legs held up towards the sky, sweat pouring from its tiny wingpits and beading on its 
little feathery brow. 
The horse looked at the sparrow with astonishment.  “What on earth are you doing?”  With its voice trembling with 
fear the sparrow said, “I’ve heard that the sky is closing down on us, and if we don’t stop it, it will crush everything 
on earth.” 
The horse laughed.  “You think you can hold back the sky with those skinny little legs and those tiny little 
claws?”  “I don’t know,” said the sparrow, “but I do what I can.” 
There are times in our lives when it does indeed feel as if the sky is closing in on us and all that we value could be 
crushed and destroyed.  Sometimes it is on a personal level; we may be made redundant, or we may lose someone 
we love, or our dreams and hopes may be destroyed . . . or it may be at a national or global level; a recession, a 
war, a pandemic . . . I’m sure that recently there are many people who felt that the sky was closing down on them. 
 
In the face of these things, we often feel as helpless as the sparrow.  We think, what is the point?  We are so 
small.  This thing is so big.  Why fight the inevitable?  We aren’t going to succeed - we might as well give up and 
accept it.  It’s not worth the stress and energy if you’re going to lose the fight anyway.  But you don’t know wheth-
er you will win or lose until you try. 
 
The Underground Railroad, manned by people such as American Quaker and abolitionist Levi Coffin, helped thou-
sands of slaves to freedom from the American South to the North.  Each worked alone, offering a place to stay for a 
few days, until the escapees could move on. 
Eglantyne Jebb was a social reformer who visited Germany after WWI.  She was shocked to see orphaned children 
starving in the streets - victims of the brutal reparations demanded by the allied nations.  She returned to England 
and started fundraising to help them.  She was abused in the streets and vilified in the newspapers for “feeding the 
children of the enemy”.  She continued to campaign for them - and founded the  organi-
sation we now know as “Save the Children”. 
Gladys Aylward was a working class housemaid who felt called to take Christ’s work 
to China.  When the missionary societies would not send her, she paid her own perilous 
passage across Siberia.  She learned Chinese and taught the Gospel, and successfully 
fought against the practice of foot-binding.  When the Japanese invaded in 1938, she 
led 100 children to safety over the mountains, despite being wounded herself. 
Oskar Schindler was a rogue and a swindler who saw the war as a chance to make 
money . . . and make money he did.  And then he shocked himself by discovering that he had a conscience, and 
used that money to save over 1.000 Jewish lives.   
A secret network of individuals. 
A “spinster in a brown cardigan” (as she described herself). 
A small woman. 
A selfish man. 
All of them sparrows with their legs firmly braced against the weight of the sky.  And there are many more, all of 
them fighting impossible odds, but all of them moved by God - even if some of them are unaware of His guiding 
hand. 
Of course, not all succeed.  Some are crushed under the weight of their burden, and their battle ends in failure, and 
sometimes in dreadful distress and pain.  But does that mean that it isn’t worth the effort?   
 
The 12th of June was Anne Frank’s birthday.  Had she lived, she would have been 91 years old, but instead she 
died in Auschwitz concentration camp when she was only 15 years old.  But can you say that the people who kept 
her and others safe and hidden for two years had wasted their time?  It is not up to us to say what success is.  Christ 
himself, by the standards of the material world, lost his battle, hanging in agony on a cross - but in reality succeed-
ed beyond anything we can possibly imagine. 
Few of us are called to do great things, but we are all called, as Mother Theresa said, to do “small things, with great 
love.”  We are angels to one another.  A friendly word, a kind gesture, a listening ear  - these all help the receiver 
and the giver.  They often help others, too, who witness these things.  Think of yourself in time of trial - how often 
has a casual word or gesture, an overheard phrase, an unexpected kindness, spoken to your heart and made you re-
alise that God is there, for you, in others? 
In hiding, Anne Frank kept a diary which has inspired the world.  In it she wrote these words: "How wonderful it is 
that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.” 
 
Not a single moment. 
 

Pauline Meek 



PARISH REGISTERS 
      Lanchester and Burnhope  

Funerals                                                                                                                                                                  
                                          Muriel Greenwell                                                                                           
                                          Vera Suddes                                                                                                      
                         Susan Quinn                                                                                                          
                                          John Gibson                                                                                                        
                                          Sandra Taylor 

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

Lanchester Partnership and Churches Together Covid support group update: 

It couldn’t be a more appropriate week to be writing this update – June 1st – 7th is Volunteer week. Our won-
derful support group simply could not do what it does without the support of over 100 volunteers that keep 
the cogs turning! We continue to provide shopping services, listening services, other support and food par-
cels to those in need. We are also now providing children’s activity packs, available from the Methodist 
Church on Saturday mornings when we also have a weekly book exchange. Books are free and people can 
bring books to donate.  Saturdays 10am – 12pm (ish!) weather permitting as we are outdoors. Optional do-
nations for the books have raised £150 already! Essentials food hampers are available by referral through 
the village schools, the churches, doctors surgery’s and other professionals to families or individuals in need 
of a bit of additional support. We have been awarded a grant of £1000 from Karbon Homes to support the 
work we are doing and a £5000 grant from Durham Council. Things have quietened down a bit on the shop-
ping requirement front, which is really what we hope to see and it’s a good sign that people are able to get 
out more, but we are prepared to be able to mobilise again quickly if it’s needed at any point. Should there 
be any changes in demand levels then, rest assured, we are prepared. We do hope that we are reaching those 
that need our support but have become aware that some people who should be using the service feel unsure 
about contacting us. If you know anyone who falls into this category then please do encourage them to call 
on07925130310. 

Now time for some thank yous….To all our volunteers with their unfailing enthusiasm and support They 
have shopped, packed, delivered, collected, listened, taken calls, sorted books, made hampers, filled spread-
sheets, applied for grants, processed payments, kept accounts, monitored emails and so much more!                            
To Councillors Jude Considine and Ossie Johnson for approving funding which is making the essential food 
parcels possible. Over 40 parcels have been delivered to families of all shapes and sizes to help them 
through this time. Karbon Homes for the grant funding which is being used for essentials packs and the ac-
tivity packs for kids. To the retailers that have supported us: Morrison’s Consett  - The Co-op depot Birtley 
– Lanchester Pharmacy - Emmertons fruit and veg shop - Hanley and Son Butchers – Lanchester Spar - 
John Toomer Milk & Veg. To the trustees of the Lanchester Partnership for saying yes when we asked for 
permission to do this project through the Partnership - being able to use the insurance and bank account so 
we are fully accountable etc. To the village schools for helping reach families who can benefit from support.  
Especially to Lanchester Methodist church for allowing their building to be used as the hub for our activi-
ties. All in all it’s been a very busy few months! We will be here for as long as the service is needed and 
sustainable, and we continue to support Consett food bank with any excess donations that we receive. 

  

Laura Bell and Michelle Atkinson – Founders of the Group.   

Thank you…. 
 
For your openhearted and generous response to my letter as to finances which went to everyone on the Elec-
toral Roll. I’ll keep you updated as to our situation in future issues of the magazine. Thank you, too, for 
your patience as we begin to sort out how to open our churches as safely as possible. In the meantime ser-
vices are being livestreamed on our Facebook page, Lanchester Parish Church, and I’m always available for 
prayer and a chat on 01207529166. 

 
I miss you all! 
 
Lesley 



NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
 
 
Hi everyone.  I hope that you are all keeping well, 
staying safe and being able to keep busy. Maybe 
gardening like me, which set me thinking about 
flowers and my favourites -Roses. 
I found this article in a book entitled ‘Forget Me 
Not - A Floral Treasury.’ 
The Rose has long been identified with female 
beauty. When Aphrodite the goddess of love rose 
from the sea, the foam which covered her 
nakedness fell to the ground and turned into white 
rose bushes. It was Aphrodite too, who was said to 
have created the red rose. Running to comfort her 
fallen lover Adonis, she scratched herself on the 
thorns of a rose bush, and her blood turned its white 
blooms red. 
The rose’s romantic associations continue, and in 
the Middle Ages being dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. The original rosary devised by St Dominic 
was a string of beads made from tightly pressed 
rose petals. 
I hope you enjoy this romantic story. Enjoy your 
gardens and your roses 
Many of you will recall our own MU Memorial bed 
is planted with Mary Sumner roses ( which sadly 
we are unable to obtain now) Its description is as 
follows 
 
Registration name Macstra 
Exhibition name  Mary Sumner        
Bred by Daragh McGredy 1V(1976) 
Floribunda rose with Orange flowers 
A tall bush rose with a mild fragrance 

 

"Sharing Christ's love by 
encouraging, strengthening, and supporting 
marriage and     family life." 

 

Audrey Newton 

 Mothers’ Union St John’s Burnhope 
 

 
 
 
 St John's Mothers Union,  though small,  says take 
care,  stay safe, to all.  
Look forward , with Gods help, to germ free living 
- then to our meeting. 
 

Muriel Molloy 
 

Not The Bellringers Outing 

As most of you will gather, unfortunately there will 

not be a bellringers outing this August due to the 

Covid 19 pandemic. We would hope that next year 

may be different, but obviously we cannot predict 

these things and until we are rid of this awful virus 

we have to hope and pray that life will get back to 

some form of normality. Our ringing trips started 

way back in 1967, being held on Spring Bank Holi-

day Monday in May. We visited Gainford, East 

Witton, Aysgarth and Grinton.They were organised 

by Harry Thompson. The outing continued  every 

year on this weekend. However in August 1972 a 

second outing was organised, it being The Christo-

pher George Peacock Memorial Tour, with the 

coach being paid from an unexpected legacy. It was 

organized as a mystery tour, with the ringers not 

knowing which towers they would ring at. It was 

organized as a training trip for the striking competi-

tion five days later. Towers visited were two in Har-

tlepool, Sedgefield, Heighington and Bishop Auck-

land. In 1973 we had two outings one in May and 

also in August. May outings continued until 1979. 

During the previous year 1978 there were many 

changes, Alan and myself were married and moved 

20 miles away and Harry Thompson became ill and 

sadly passed away the following year. There were 

no outings between 1980-1982 due to a loss of 7 

ringers either having moved away or pursuing work 

commitments. At the same time we trained another 

4 ringers. The following year in 1983 the outing 

was  reinstated but changed to August Bank Holi-

day Monday. It was a different setup as we all used 

cars as a mode of transport, only 12 ringers, 1 non 

ringer and a baby. The August trend has stayed with 

us ever since and the use of cars or a mini bus con-

tinued until 1991. During the next 20 years it was 

mainly ringers that attended the outings with an in-

flux of ringers from other towers joining us to swell 

the numbers. During the last few years we have en-

couraged our church family to join us and it has 

proved very successful. However are we going to 

fill our time in on August Bank Holiday Monday 

without our beloved trip! Do not worry 2021 will 

see the return of the highly sought after raffle prize, 

the  MICROWAVABLE SLIPPERS. 

Olga Walker 



Thank You 

Judith Jobling, Kathryn, and Helen and family wish 
to thank everyone for their generous support, help  

and good wishes during Ian’s illness and for all of 
the tributes received upon his death for which they 
are so grateful. They would also like to convey 
their heartfelt thanks to Lesley for her prayers and 

support and the wonderful funeral service at such a 
difficult time. 

Judith Jobling 

Foodbank 
 
Please don't forget those who depend on the foodbank at 
this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is not open for you 
to leave donations at present and we have liaised with the 
Foodbank in Consett to see how we can help. Lanchester 
donated over a ton of food in the last year, and many people 
would struggle without that generosity of spirit.  
As it is  difficult to collect food for the food bank we have 
spoken to them and they are happy for us to circulate their 
bank account details if anyone wants to make money dona-
tions on line. 
 Sort code                 40-52-40 
Account  number   00099102 
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made payable to 
Consett Food 4U, and posted to County Durham Foodbank, 
Durham Christian Partnership, MILE House, Bridge End, 
Chester le Street, DH3 3RA 

100 Club 
 
After discussion it was decided by the 
organisers to proceed with the monthly 
draws of the 100 club. The April, 
May, and June draws were done by 
Sue Smith and Rob Matthews (observing social 
distancing). The plans are to pass on the money to 
the winners as and when we can safely do so. 
The winning numbers are as follows:- 
 
APRIL 
137, 99, 66, 80, 119, 54 
All of the above ticket holders will receive £5 in 
prize money 
 
MAY 
150    £20 prize 
96     £10 prize 
73, 122, 128, 56, 120, 113 
The remaining ticket holders receive £5 
 
JUNE 
42, 86, 34, 129, 02, 51 
All of the above ticket holders will receive £5    
The next draw will take place in July and notifica-
tion will be in the July August magazine 

Sue Smith and Olga Walker 

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to supporting the 
Food Bank in Consett   
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the 
Durham Diocese) 

 
 

Thank You 
 

Rhona (daughter of Freda Smith), her children Pe-
ter and Heather and all her family would like to 
send most grateful thanks to all Mum’s friends in 
Lanchester and fellow parishioners for their kind 
words and cards at the time of Mum’s passing.  
Thank you to Jennifer Smith and Pam Baggott for 
their kindness and particularly to Lesley for her 
prayers and support during this sad time especially 
while conducting Mum’s funeral service.  
We do hope that we will all be able to be together 
for a Remembrance Service to celebrate Mum’s life 
at some time in the future.  
 
Rest in peace my dearest Mum. 
  

Rhona Tindale 

Church Wives 
 
Greetings from Brenda. Having been in touch with you all 
I know you are all getting through this difficult time. I 
pray daily for you as I always do and just now I pray that 
you will all continue to keep well  and remember that you 
are always in God’s care and held in the hollow of His 
Hand. Jesus said ‘Lo, I am with you always.’ 
 

Brenda Craddock     

Parable of the Sewers 
  
When you ask them what they did during the lockdown, 
Margaret Walters and Margaret Armstrong have spent a lot 
of it sewing. Margaret Walters has made in excess of 170 
masks for donations in aid of NHS charities and has sent a 
donation of £200 to NHS Charities. Together which will 
appear anonymously on their public site, with a note saying 
that it has been raised in the village  of Lanchester from the 
sale of home made face masks. She says that if there is 
more demand she will send a second instalment. She also 
made scrub bags which went to the UH of North Durham.  
Margaret Armstrong has also being making scrub bags   
delivered to the hospital, vital in this exceptional time. She 
has also made a patchwork quilt for Helen and a couple of 
tapestry Christmas stockings for two baby great  god chil-
dren who arrived during the lockdown. 
Well done to both of them - they also deserve a cheer. 
 

Editor 



Lockdown, you and IT 
 
How are you getting on with technology?  The 
coronavirus pandemic has driven hundreds of mil-
lions of us to use it more than ever, as we sit at 
home in frustrated isolation. 
 
If you are used to digital meetings and Zoom, it is 
not a problem, but for millions of grandparents 
wanting to see their families, or non-techie people 
wanting to see their friends, it has been quite a 
learning curve.  So, is there a patron saint of com-
puters and electronics and all the difficult stuff? 
Some people say the patron saint of the internet 
should be Saint Isidore of Seville, a Bishop and 
scholar in the Seventh Century who wrote a book 
called Etymologies or The Origins, in which he 
tried to record everything that was known. That 
seems to be a good basis for sainthood, or at least 
for the internet. 
 
Another candidate is Saint Eligius who lived about 
the same time. He is quite busy already as 
the patron saint of goldsmiths, metalworkers, vets, 
the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 
(REME), horses and those who work with them. 
His main qualification seems to have been his abil-
ity to make things.  
 
My suggestion is Zebedee. No, not the character 
from The Magic Roundabout but the father of 
James and John.  After all, consider this: “James 
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John…were in 
a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 
nets, and He called them. (Matt. 4:21) 
Ok, it is not the internet, but Zebedee knew about 
mending a net which would have had both good 
and bad stuff all over it.   
Certainly, whenever I get in an IT muddle during 
this lockdown, I would welcome any patron saint 
that was willing to help me! 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

 

Keep an eye out for the elderly 
 
When did you last see your elderly neighbour? Seriously: are they okay?   
 
During this time of social distancing, it is all too easy to assume that the elderly person you never see is simply 
safe indoors. But are they? 
 
Isolation can be dangerous: it is too easy for them to have had an accident and be unable to call for help. 
 
Why not arrange a system with them whereby you agree that you will give them a quick ring once a day, or 
even stand outside their house and wave? It only takes a few seconds to make sure they are still on their feet, 
and that all is well. 
 
If you have several elderly neighbours, why not ask a few of your local friends to help you keep in brief touch 
with them each day? 

We can claim the gift of sleep  
 
Many of us have had our sleep patterns disturbed in 
recent weeks.  After all, a pandemic, lockdown and 
growing financial crisis are hardly conducive to re-
laxation. 
But the fact is that, whatever is happening out there, 
we desperately need our sleep. It is vital for the prop-
er functioning of our brain and heart. Anyone who 
has ever been deprived of sleep for a period will re-
member their ever-diminishing ability to perform 
complicated tasks. 
Sleep can also help us solve problems. We go to bed 
struggling with a decision to make or a relationship 
to resolve, and we wake up to find a solution present-
ing itself. The old advice to ‘sleep on it’ is true: we 
see things more clearly after sleep.  
The Bible considers our sleep as a blessing from 
God.  As Christians, we can calmly commit our-
selves to His loving care, secure that He who watch-
es over us “will neither slumber nor sleep” (Ps 
121:4). Knowing that God is with us, we can let our-
selves go. 
If you are having trouble sleeping, why not memo-
rise one of the verses below, and repeat it to yourself 
as you lie in bed tonight? 
 
‘I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because 
the Lord sustains me.’ (Ps 3:5) 
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you 
alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.’ (Ps 4:8) 
‘In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for 
food to eat— for He grants sleep to those He 
loves.’ (Ps 127:2) 
‘When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when 
you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.’  (Prov. 3:24) 
I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.’ (Jer. 
31:25) 
 
As the writer George MacDonald so aptly put it: 
“Sleep is God’s contrivance for giving man the help 
He cannot get into him when he is awake.” 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsmith


Nigeria – slaughter continues during time 
of lockdown 
  
Fulani militants have continued to carry out attacks 
against Christians in Plateau State Nigeria, despite 
the coronavirus lockdown. In the latest attack, at a 
village near the capital of Jos, extremists murdered 
two five-year-old children and a three-year-old in-
fant. 
Release International, which supports persecuted 
Christians around the world, has again been calling 
on the Nigerian government to take urgent steps to 
protect its vulnerable Christian communities from 
attack – even as they face the new threat of the coro-
navirus. 

Refugee Week - 15th-21st June  
 
As the annual ‘Refugee Week’ approaches, vari-
ous Christian relief agencies and campaign groups 
warn that coronavirus could have a catastrophic 
impact on the refugees whom they are trying to 
help. 
 
First, the big picture:  according to the UNHCR, 
“we are currently witnessing the highest levels of 
displacement on record.  An unprecedented 70.8 
million people around the world have been forced 
from home. Among them are nearly 25.9 mil-
lion refugees, over half of whom are under the age 
of 18.” 
 
Refugees are especially vulnerable, as their usual 
homes of makeshift tents or flimsy shelters are 
over-crowded and without clean water or sanita-
tion, making social distancing and isolation impos-
sible. Also, many refugees are already suffering 
under-lying health conditions and mental health 
issues. 
 
As the head of the Humanitarian Division at 
Christian Aid, Nick Guttman, also points out: 
“Refugees are some of the most vulnerable people 
in the world. Access to medical facilities is limited 
and the destabilisation of the global economy is 
likely to have an impact on their livelihoods and 
the flow of humanitarian aid.” He warns that it is 
only a “matter of time” before it reaches the coun-
tries with a high number of refugees:  Bangladesh, 
Syria, Lebanon, Nigeria, Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. 
 
Tearfund has highlighted the problem of warning 
the one million Rohingya people, crowded in 
camps in Bangladesh. “There is no internet provi-
sion in the camps and the mobile network is cur-
rently suspended, so getting the message out about 
the dangers of the virus relies on word of mouth.” 
 
Meanwhile, Open Doors is concerned for the 
plight of the Pygmy people in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo. Many fled their rainforest after 
persecution by Islamist rebels, and are now living 
in camps, where they are extremely vulnerable to 
the virus. 
 
Leprosy Mission has warned that India “faces a 
human timebomb, waiting to explode.” Communi-
ties affected by leprosy, malnutrition, overcrowd-
ed living conditions and poor sanitation, make 
“ideal breeding ground for the spread of corona-
virus. Social distancing and isolation are impossi-
ble in the densely populated areas.” 
 

Source Parish Pump 

A biblical plague of locusts 
 
A new wave of crop-eating locusts has been devas-
tating East Africa, just as communities are also deal-
ing with an increase of coronavirus cases. 
 
At the start of 2020, Ethiopia and Somalia faced the 
biggest invasion of the insects in 25 years – and the 
worst in Kenya and Uganda for 70 years.  The lo-
custs also reached parts of South Sudan, where mil-
lions of people are already suffering from severe 
food shortages amid conflict and political instability. 
The latest plague could be 20 times larger. The UN 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), is calling 
it ‘an unprecedented threat’ to food supplies and 
jobs. 
 
Yet tackling the locusts will be even harder now that 
coronavirus has forced governments to close their 
borders. With severely reduced air travel and cargo 
shipping, pesticides from Europe and Asia can’t get 
into the countries – and to the farmers – that need 
them. Tearfund is asking governments to recognise 
activities responding to the locust swarms as essen-
tial services, so that they can continue despite the 
restrictions on travel. The locust plague, together 
with the coronavirus pandemic, could mean all the 
work Tearfund supports communities with is on the 
brink of collapsing,’ says Ephraim Tsegay, Tear-
fund’s Country Director for Ethiopia. If the second 
wave of locusts is not prevented before it inflicts fur-
ther damage, more people will be forced to leave 
their homes to find food, land for their animals to 
graze, and an income elsewhere. It will also make 
people more vulnerable to coronavirus.  
 

Source Parish Pump 



An extract from Lanchester Parish Magazine 
June 1897 
 
My Dear Friends 
The past few weeks have been by no means uneventful, 
although there is not much to record as having taken 
place in the early part of the time. The topic that has 
absorbed the minds of most people, especially those 
that have any land or garden ground, has been the 
weather, and no wonder, for even on the 20th May 
people were complaining bitterly of the piercing cold 
wind. 
The Confirmation was held on Wednesday, May 19th. 
The candidates and their friends assembled at the 
Church in time for the Service to commence at 7 
o’clock. Bishop Sandford attended to perform the 
sacred rite of Laying-on of Hands, and gave two short, 
practical addresses leaving with his hearers a verse from 
the Epistle to the Galatians vi 22 “ The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, self-control,” and showing how 
this verse bore out the meaning of the words used in the 
act of Confirmation, daily increase in Thy Holy Spirit 
more and more.” The Clergy present were Rev. C.S. 
Wilson, of Consett, Rev.H.Gray, of Holmside, and the 
Vicar. The Hymns used on this occasion were, Fight the 
good fight, Soldiers of Christ, arise, and O Jesus, I have 
promised. The candidates numbered in all 63; 
Lanchester contributing 55, Consett 5, and Holmside 3. 
A list of all 55 candidates followed 
An enthusiastic meeting was held in the School on May 
20th, to make arrangements for duly celebrating the 
Queen’s record reign. Dr Wilson was unanimously 
voted to the chair. The Vicar proposed that all the 
children in the parish, who can walk, up to 15 years of 
age, be entertained on the Jubilee Day, and that a 
Committee be formed to carry this out. The meeting 
adopted this at once. Mr B. Cochrane promised £20 
towards the expenses of the treat, and Mr J.D. Piercy 
Taylor-Smith promised five guineas and the necessary 
medals. Mr John Buckham also offered the use of a 
field for the festivities. The Committee elected consists 
of Mr. John Buckham (Chairman), Rev. G.Jepson (Vice
-Chairman), Messrs. J.D. Piercy Taylor-Smith, Geo. 
Buckham  (Treasurer), Inspector Daley, Messrs. Chas. 
Puckering, Joseph Buckham, Alf. Dixon, H.Swain, 
J.J.Swinton, T.Herdman, Geo. Bowes, W.Eager and 
T.Bowes (Secretary). 
The question of a Village Institute, with a large room 
for entertainments, a billiard table, &c., was raised, and 
it met the unanimous approval of the meeting. Messrs 
Cochrane and Piercy Taylor-Smith offered to take the 
matter up, and see what could be done, and it may 
safely be left in their hands.We are very glad to find 
that the grand old English game of cricket is not to be 
allowed to drop in our village. A meeting was held on 
May 21st, at which it was decided to revive the 
Lanchester Cricket Club, and a really good start in this  

direction was made.  No less than 24 members were 
enrolled at the meeting, so that everything augurs 
well for a good club being formed for the present 
season.  
Our gracious Queen enters upon her 79th year to-day, 
and so the flag has been floating in the gentle breeze 
from the Church Tower.  On Sunday, June 20th, we 
shall hold the National Thanksgiving Service in our 
Parish Church, and I hope we shall see a real good 
representative congregation of loyal people present 
to join in that universal outburst of praise and 
thanksgiving that will be yielded by a truly grateful 
nation and empire. 
 

GEORGE JEPSON, Vicar and Surrogate  
 
Peter Smith 

From the Archives 

From The Wardens 
 
It is a strange time for the Wardens since the Lock-
down enforced upon us in March and the Closing of 
our Church by the Bishops during the current Coro-
navirus Emergency. 
We have not been able to hold our APCM and our 
updating of the Log Book and Terrier has also been 
put on hold until we are allowed to re enter the 
Church.  
Currently limited access to the Church is allowed. 
Lesley, (only for streaming of services) A designat-
ed warden to check over the building once a week. 
Craig has been allowed access to check that the Or-
gan is not suffering in any way through non use. We 
are delighted to report that all is well in that regard.   
It has also been possible to ring the service bell for 
special occasions such as VE Day and Thursday 
evening Clapping for Carers. We have also been 
able to ensure the flag/s have been flying since VE 
day. 
At the last PCC it was agreed that the order should 
be placed for the restoration of the Clock Chimes. 
Although it is not possible yet to carry out the work 
on site the placing of the order ensures that the work 
will not be delayed and some work if they are able, 
can be carried out by the contractor in advance of 
site work. 
New notice boards, Remembrance Garden and 
Quinnquennial Inspection arrangements, have all 
been put on hold until we are able to resume normal 
access of our Church.  
We have been in contact with DCC and have been 
given assurances that the cutting of the church yard 
grass is to resume W/C 1st June. 
We are keeping up with the recommendations and 
advice given weekly via the Diocesan Churchward-
en reviews, and will ensure when we return to 
church all recommended precautions will be carried 
out. 
                                                                               
Rob Matthews for The Wardens 



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It certainly seems to have been a very long two months since I last wrote to you all – and what a different 
world we are living in now compared to then. However, here we are – and I do believe that we are all 
stronger for what we are all going through.  
 
Our school has definitely been a very different place for the last two months. The school closed on Friday 
20th March but then we re-opened straightaway on Monday 23rd March for children of key workers and 
vulnerable children. We have stayed open every day apart from the Bank Holidays since then for this 
group of children. Initially, our numbers were fairly low but these have continued to steadily increase 
weekly. 
 
We have continued to set work on-line every day and have class discussion pages, teacher videos to their 
classes, stories and phonics lessons being taught on YouTube and some live lessons for Years 1-6. In 
addition to this, our twitter page has been great in keeping us all connected while being physically apart. I 
have set daily twitter challenges for the whole school and have tried to keep spirits up by posting daily 
updates with a mixture of positive, motivational quotes and family photographs.  
 
Our parents, children and whole school community have really been brought even closer together during 
this tricky time. The staff have produced two fun videos to try to keep spirits up amongst our school 
community – they have certainly been well-received by thousands! 
 
I have been interviewed twice for BBC Radio Newcastle – the first time about home-schooling and how 
we were dealing with that as a school and the second time just a couple of weeks ago to talk about the re-
opening of schools and how we were preparing for this.  
 
We are starting to re-open from Monday 15th June for the key year groups as recommended by the 
government. Unfortunately, we just have no room to accommodate Nursery as well due to our very high 
numbers so it will be Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 only who are returning. I do feel for the other year 
groups as children are missing out on so much social interaction by spending all their time at home.  
 
I have to say, I think our parents have been amazing in the time they have devoted to home-schooling their 
children – many of whom who have also been trying to work from home as well. It is not ideal at all. Our 
children continue to be wonderful too – we had a great zoom call with Year 6 children on the Friday of 
what should have been their SATs week – that was very special as it was just so nice to see them all again 
after so long apart! 
 
Spring 2 half term was supposed to be the busiest few weeks for our residentials which all ended up being 
cancelled. The cancelled trips were: the ski trip to France (with less than 48 hours notice), Erasmus+ trip to 
Denmark for children and staff, an overnight visit to Seahouses, an overnight visit to Birdoswald and we 
have our outdoor adventure holiday to PGL that was due to take place in July to sort out next too. Not easy 
and of course, thousands of pounds have been paid out by parents. 
 
But – we will get there – and we will continue to think positively throughout it all! Take care of yourselves 
and hope to see some of you again soon! 
 
 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School 

Mend and make do                 

According to handicraft expert 
Kirstie Allsopp, a missing but-
ton was the number one rea-
son why 350,000 tonnes of wearable clothing 
may end up in UK landfill this year. 

Crime up and down 

There are four crimes on the 
rise during lockdown: do-
mestic abuse, the online 
grooming of children, com-
mercial property theft and coronavirus-related 
frauds. 



St Sofa’s 
 
We worship at St Sofa’s now 
Since Covid came to stay 
We don’t dress up or do our hair 
But still we come to pray! 
 
Our Vicar is a clever chap 
A Zoom with his IT 
And so we sit down every week 
And meet up virtually! 
 
Our Parish Church stands empty 
With praise she does not ring; 
But still her people gather round 
To pray, and praise, and sing! 
 
The virus is a nasty thing 
Yet it has helped us see 
The church is NOT a building 
But folk like you and me! 
 

By Nigel and Carol Beeton 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) concerned at rising 
level of household debt 
 
“The coronavirus crisis will push thousands of households to the 
brink.”  So warns a spokesman for CAP, the charity which helps 
people in debt. 
 
So, while CAP approves the Government’s recent £20 per week 
boost for those on Universal Credit and those receiving Tax Credits, 
“what many won’t realise is that a staggering 2.83 million people 
will still fall through a gap in this vital provision.  
 
“These people are those who are still receiving ‘old style’ benefits 
that Universal Credit is designed to replace – things like Job Seek-
er’s Allowance (JSA) or Employment Support Allowance (ESA).   
 
“Around one in five of our clients will therefore miss out on the 
Government’s support package, which is worth more than £1,000 
over the next twelve months.”  
 
In all, CAP has listed three further changes it would like to see the 
Government make:   
 
Increase Job Seeker’s Allowance and Employment Support Allow-
ance by £20 per week. 
Increase Local Housing Allowance (LHA) rates to the median mar-
ket rents.  
Suspend the benefit cap during the pandemic. 
 
In the meantime, CAP has launched a coronavirus emergency ap-
peal to provide everything from emergency food packages to fuel 
vouchers, to crucial mobile phone credit to help those who are iso-
lated stay connected during this time.  It points out that one in five 
adults in the UK has less than £100 in savings, and that 38% of their 
clients’ debt is priority debts like rent, Council Tax and utility bills.  
 
If you can help, go to www.capuk.org 

Christians help by donating to foodbanks 
 
Many churches around the country have responded to the crisis by 
either running their own foodbank, or helping supply a local one.  
 
The need is all too clear: recent figures from a YouGov poll done for 
the Food Foundation suggest that since the lockdown began, 1.5 mil-
lion people in the UK have gone one whole day without eating, and 
7.1 million have been force to skip meals.   
 
The Government has recently given £3.25million to food-
redistribution organisations who have been struggling to obtain sur-
plus food, as restaurants and cafes have shut. 
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Tidal wave of sales coming 
 
“This summer will be an absolute 
bonanza for shoppers, and they 
should be selective and patient… 
discounting will continue through-
out the summer.”  So says Clive 
Black, a retail analyst at Shore Cap-
ital. 
 
He explains that billions of pounds 
of winter stock is coming over to 
the UK in ships, but the retail ware-
houses are still full of unsold sum-
mer stock... “The magnitude of 
what has happened has never been 
seen in modern times.” 
 
No wonder, then, that some analysts 
predict that 
shops will of-
fer up to 70 
per cent off 
throughout 
July, August 
and Septem-
ber.   
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 
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ANSWERS 
 
Across 
1)  Care  3) Paradise  8) Null  9) Profaned 11) Legalis-
tic 
14 Closed 15) Stores 17) Missionary 20) Covenant 
21 Thai  22) Trade-off  23) Eden 
 
Down 
 
1  Conflict  2) Religion  4)  Arrest  5)  Affliction  6)  
Iona  
7  Eddy  10) Allegiance  12) Preached 13) Assyrian  
16 A son of  18) Scot  19) DVLA 
 

Across 
1  See 23 Across 
3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, 
with Jesus (Luke 23:43) (8) 
8  Invalid (4) 
9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8) 
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its 
spirit (Philippians 3:6) (10) 
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6) 
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up 
things for himself but is not rich towards God’ (Luke 
12:21) (6) 
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10) 
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4) 
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3) 
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of — to work it and take — of 
it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4) 
 
Down 
1  Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) 
(8) 
2  James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and 
widows in their distress and keeping oneself from be-
ing polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8) 
4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 
26:48) (6) 
5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in 
prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10) 
6   St Columba’s burial place (4) 
7   Swirling current of water (4) 
10 Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10) 
12  ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what 
was — , to save those who believe’ (1 Corinthians 
1:21) (8) 
13  Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 
men one night (2 Kings 19:35) (8) 
16  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in 
both feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2) 
18  David Livingstone was one (4) 
19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1) 
 
 

Dandelions! 
  
Many of us actually like dandelions. Their amazingly 
cheerful colour always brings a smile to our faces. 
The not-so-neat-and-tidy gardeners among us can 
simply enjoy flowers where they grow. 
  
The name 'dandelion' apparently derives from 'dent de 
lion' – lions' teeth, owing to the tooth-like shape of its 
leaves. There are many different varieties of dandeli-
on, but they all have the toothed 
leaves arranged in a rosette 
around the single flowers, each 
one made up of up to two hun-
dred  [yes, really!] tiny florets 
on a smooth stem, that when 
picked, releases a milky sub-
stance known as latex.  
The golden heads, which close 
up at night, in wet weather, or if 
picked to go in a vase, give way 
to the seed-heads we all know as 
clocks. Who cannot remember 
proclaiming the time as a child, 
having blown the seeds away, 
counting each breath as an hour? 
And who, if this happened in the garden, remembers 
the reaction of a parent, or grandparent, to the effi-
cient dispersal of the seeds all over the vegetable 
patch or flower bed! 
In the past, dandelion drinks and concoctions have 
been valued for their medicinal powers in combating 
a variety of complaints, and the Victorians used to 
cultivate them in order to fill sandwiches with the 
young leaves. Fizzy drinks manufacturers still pro-
duce a variety known as Dandelion and Burdock, and 
intrepid wine-makers can use the flowers to concoct a 
heady brew.  
The roots, some say, can be dried and ground up for 
use as a coffee substitute. It is those same roots, long 
and strong, that our grandmothers would water care-
fully, to the amusement of onlookers, in order to pull 
them up completely.  
To many of us, dandelions are one of Nature's joys. 
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Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 
 

Walking is as simple 
as it sounds 
 
Pray as you walk 

 

Franciscan Footprints: following Christ 
in the ways of Francis and Clare 
By Helen Julian, BRF,  
£8.99 
 
There are many ways of following Christ – each 
footprint is unique. One of these, the Franciscan 
spiritual journey, has been tried and tested over the 
centuries, and the experiences of St Francis and St 
Clare and all those who have been inspired by 
their lives still resonate with us. Helen Julian CSF 
explores the distinctive features of their spirituality 
and shows how these practices can be applied to, 
and become part of, our daily lives.  Discover your 
own pathway today. 

Smile Lines 
 

In the Day of Trouble 

There is a God who answers prayer 
Who intercedes before the throne 
The Son of God who ever cares 
Who walks with us, we’re not alone. 

Though flood and pestilence should come 
He sees the path that we now tread 
His rod and staff will comfort us 
He knows the days that lie ahead. 

We trust in Him who knows all things 
And lift our prayers to heaven above 
Our confidence is all in Him 
Encompassed by unfailing love. 

By Megan Carter 

 

 

The Way Under our Feet – a spirituality 
of walking 
By Graham B Usher, SPCK,  
£9.99 
 
Walking is one of the simplest things we do as hu-
mans. It’s how most of us experience life. In The 
Way Under Our Feet, Graham Usher conveys how 
exhilarating it is to walk into the depths of our hu-
manity. We become more ready to recognise the 
needs as well as the joys of others; we sift our 
thoughts; we seek to heal our battered world, even 
as we glory in the beauty of nature; we find our-
selves companying with our three mile an hour 
God.  

 

Understanding Trauma – how to over-
come post-traumatic stress 
By Roger Baker, LionHudson,  
£8.99 
 
What is post-traumatic stress disorder? What does 
it feel like? And how can it be overcome? Trauma 
is a term that many of us find alienating and clini-
cal. But in fact trauma is something most people 
encounter at some point in life, and post-traumatic 
stress - far from being a mental disorder - is a nor-
mal reaction to abnormal events: even breaking a 
bone or witnessing a car crash. Drawing on 20 
years of research and clinical practice, Roger 
Baker explains the many symptoms of post-
traumatic stress and lays out a self-help pro-
gramme - emotional processing therapy - which 
can defuse the distressing memories of trauma and 
reduce the occurrence of flashbacks, nightmares 
and tensions.  

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/content/pp-jul16-cartoon-vicar-angling


DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2HX 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


