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Yesterday, as I’m sure many of you did, I watched the funeral of HRH the Prince Philip, 

the Duke of Edinburgh. And, like many of you, I found it particularly striking.  

It was a spare, masculine service; no links, very little of the personal, no eulogy-and as 

some wag observed online, no sermon, as the Duke’s last act of love for his wife of 73 

years was to spare her a long service! 

It was striking, too, that there was no relaxation of the rules. Only 30 were allowed to 

attend, as has been the case for every funeral for most of the past year; the Royal family 

sat, physically distanced, sharing the experience of all those who have recently lost 

someone they love. 

But perhaps the most striking images were of Her Majesty the Queen. She’s always 

been small but vigorous, ramrod straight and somehow ageless; but as she was met by the Dean of Windsor, she 

looked smaller, frailer, as though she was carrying a heavy burden. The sight of her, alone, was particularly 

poignant, a reminder that losing a partner of 73 years is truly devastating. At the end of the service I was left 

with one question; how can she go on without him? 

I’ve often imagined that that same question, ‘how can we go on without him?’ must have been one that the 

followers of Jesus came back to again and again after the events of Easter day. Yes, they knew the reality of the 

resurrection from Jesus’ continued appearances to them; but they’d lost his constant presence, the comforting 

knowledge that Jesus was there, to turn to whenever they needed him. And they knew that those appearances 

were finite in number; Jesus told them that his time was limited, and that he would soon ascend to the Father’s 

right hand. Theirs was a continuing bereavement; buoyed by hope, but a bereavement nonetheless. 

It’s easy to be wise in hindsight, but they’d forgotten one vital thing. Jesus shares the human condition. He 

knows pain; he knows what it is to lose a friend. He knows our need for comfort, our need for a protector, a 

defender, a prayer partner, an advocate……  

Cue the startling events of the day of Pentecost, 10 days after the Ascension, when the wind of the Spirit blew 

through the world, igniting faith and hope and beginning a new thing called church… 

The reality, of course, is that we do not have to go on alone. The Holy Spirit, the often-forgotten third person of 

the Trinity, is with us always-and as the classic text on the Holy Spirit, Romans 8 reminds us, ‘the Spirit helps us 

in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 

wordless groans…… the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.’ The Holy Spirit 

knows how to interpret the anguish of the world. In the midst of our cries we can almost hear the still small voice 

as it encourages us; ‘It’s all right. This is how it’s supposed to be.  Keep going, keep hoping. The end is in 

sight…’ Hope is one of the hallmarks of the Holy Spirit, and this is no mindless, self-deceiving hope, but 

truthful hope of one who knows the will of God. As St Paul concludes, with the words often used at funeral 

services; 

‘… I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 

HRH Prince Philip is said to have possessed a firm, yet questioning faith; I think it’s clear from the readings that 

he himself chose that he knew the Father ‘by whose word all things are held together…’ (Ecclesiasticus 43:26), 

and the Son, who promises ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die…’( John 11:26). I think, too, that both he and Her 

Majesty the Queen have known the presence of the Holy Spirit in the world, and in their lives.  

That is indeed how she, and we, will go on. 

With every blessing, 

Lesley 



A Reflection by Pauline 
 
I was watching a programme on Netflix TV - a documentary called “Sherpa”.  It was filmed during the 2014 ice avalanche 
on Mt Everest, which caused the terrible deaths of 16 Sherpa guides. 
The main subject of the documentary is Phurba Tasha, a Sherpa who has risked his life year after year to make enough 
money not only to feed and house his wife, children and parents, but to provide his sons with an education so that they 
won’t be pushed into the same sort of perilous work that he does,  He has made 21 ascents of Everest and is the most ex-
perienced of all the guides.  He works for a New Zealand company, Himex, guiding climbers up the mountain in compara-
tive luxury.  Not for these modern day conquerors the dried rations, the cold, the sleeping on the icy, rocky floor of a flim-
sy tent.  Nowadays - if you have enough money - you can climb in comfort, with teams of Sherpas going on ahead of you, 
erecting large, marquee-type, heated tents with TV, bookshelves, board games and fresh, chef-cooked food.  These 
“ascents” are very popular.  There are queues - queues! - on this most challenging of peaks.  And when they are gone they 
leave behind squalor - tons of rubbish which the Sherpas must clean up.  A one-week climbing expedition is 3 months of 
preparatory and tidying work for the Sherpas.  The mountain looks like a beach after the lifting of lockdown. 
Somehow, in every way, it all seems so horribly wrong. 
 
Phurba's wife and family don’t want him to keep risking his life climbing just for the money.  His wife is terrified he will 
die on the mountain, as the husbands of some of her friends have done.  His father doesn’t like the way non-Nepalese feel 
they have a right to treat the mountain as just another thing to do.  His mother says it is disrespectful to the mountain, who 
is to them, Chomolungma, ”Goddess Mother of the World”, a goddess who cares for them and protects them, and who 
they risk angering with their disrespect.  The film briefly explores Sherpa culture and their deep spiritual relationship with 
the mountain, as well as revealing details of the heavy work and the terrible risks Sherpas take in making multiple ascents 
to not only make the climb possible for foreign climbers, but to meet their demands for convenience and self-indulgence. 
Then in 2014 a huge ice avalanche killed 16 Sherpas.  For a number of years the ice avalanches had been becoming more 
and more dangerous as global warming made them less and less predictable.  Of the 16 men who died, 3 could not be 
found.  The company owner wanted the expedition to go ahead.  The Sherpas did not want to.  They felt it was disrespect-
ful to the dead who could not now reincarnate, because they had not had the proper rituals performed.  They were also 
tired of the abuse - verging on contempt - which they had to tolerate from some of the climbers, and the inadequate equip-
ment and the comparatively little recompense they received.  While the company charges each climber around £75,000, a 
guide receives about £4,000. It became a nasty squabble between profit and humanity, with the company owner and Bang-
ladeshi politicians trying to divide and conquer - but the Sherpas stood firm.  The rest of the expedition was can-
celled.  The closing credits note that Sherpa Phurba Tashi bowed to his family’s wishes and retired.  He said that he would 
go back to the ways of his grandfathers.  We also learned that the next season was cancelled following the 2015 Nepal 
earthquake which caused further avalanches. 
 
It was a fascinating documentary, not least because of 
the great respect for the mountain showed by the    
Nepalese.  While I don’t believe that “Chomolungma” 
is a goddess, I believe it is one of the “thin” places on 
the earth, where the sacred and the prosaic meet, and 
we can glimpse the divine.  The ancient pagan Celts, and later, Christians, used the term to describe such places as the 
wild isle of Iona and the craggy  peaks of Croagh Patrick.  To the Celts, heaven and earth were only three feet apart, but in 
thin places they are even closer.  In them the distance between heaven and earth crumbles and this is palpable.  It doesn’t 
necessarily lead to a “spiritual breakthrough”, but it does throw us off kilter.  We lose our bearings, and if we allow our-
selves to respond we are jolted out of our old ways of seeing the world.  Often we don’t see it at the time.  It is only after-
wards we become aware of something profound. 
 
It seems a particularly terrible thing - a blasphemous thing - to abuse one of God’s thin places the way that Everest was, 
and probably still is, being abused.  All of creation deserves respect, but in these places, we, like Jacob, must confess 
God’s presence.  “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was unaware of it.” and give them even greater deference, cher-
ishing and protecting them, recognising, as the Nepalese do, that there is a holiness; a greatness. 
 
It is hard to say what makes a place thin.  It isn’t always a tranquil place, or a beautiful one, or a lonely one, or a quiet 
one.  It is a place where - if we allow it - we can be transfigured and transformed - or perhaps not transformed, but become 
our true, essential selves - the selves God intends us to be.  Many of them are sacred spaces - and not necessarily Christian 
ones - but not all.  Hong Kong International airport, for example, has a reputation as a thin place.  It is hard thing to de-
fine.  Mircea Eliade, the religious scholar, in his classic work “The Sacred and the Profane”, said that “Some parts of 
space are qualitatively different from others.”  To quote a Native America proverb “Wisdom sits in these places.” 
But which places?  How do we experience them?  How do we find them?  I don’t think we can.  God comes to us when 
we have no expectations.  We can travel to a “thin” place - even feel the atmosphere - yet remain unchanged.  When we 
are too keen to feel “something”, our eagerness blocks God’s voice.  We look in the wrong direction.  We listen for the 
whirlwind . . . but God comes in the silence - and not in the silence of the world,  but in the silence of our hearts.  And that 
silence can meet us in the noisiest and messiest places in our lives.  We can only wait for God - our wonderful, paradoxi-
cal God - to surprise us with the divine presence, so that we, too, will later say “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I 
was unaware of it.” 
 

Pauline Meek 



‘May  they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

 

 

Please pray for all those to be ordained                                           
this Petertide, amongst them  

Stephen Martin  

         who will be ordained Deacon by  

         Paul, Lord Bishop of Durham                                                                                    
             In Durham Cathedral                                               
 on Sunday, 4th July, 2021 at 10am  

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

                              Please pray for                                      

             Mandy, Gracie, Niamh & Erin,  

Revd. Lesley Sutherland,                             
& the people of the parishes of                            

All Saint’s, Lanchester, St John’s, Burnhope                       
& St Thomas, Harelaw & Annfield Plain                                                         
where Stephen will serve as curate from   

4th July  

Parish Registers 
Lanchester and Burnhope 

Deaths  
                George Cruickshanks aged 90 years 
 
                Bill Crozier aged 73 years 
 
     

 

        All Saints Parish Church 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During this lockdown we’re trying something new 
to help keep in touch. We’re using a telephone  
conferencing system that doesn't cost us anything 
to run– it simply costs those of who use it the 
price of a low cost call, or calls may  be included in 
your telephone package. And it‘s easy to use.  Just 
call the main number, type in the conference 
room number when prompted and then the guest 
PIN number. That will get you into our ‘room.’ Say 
hello when you come in , and you will be able to 
hear one another. You can join in the service with 
the responses, and afterwards you can stay on the 
line to catch up– virtual coffee time ! 
The numbers you need are  

   Dial 03330164757 
    Room Number 11718226# 

     Guest PIN 2468#  
Phone church for  St Thomas,  All Saints  and Burn-
hope is at 10am  We are really   looking forward to 

hearing your Voices 

 

Phone  
Church 

Announcement 

 

I am delighted to announce 
that we have been asked to 
train a Curate! Our prospec-

tive curate, Stephen Martin, 
is currently a Reader at St 
Mary Magdalen, Belmont 

and works as a Funeral Director. He is to be or-
dained deacon on 4th July and will join us as a full 
time member of our ministry team. Look out for an 

introductory article from him in next month’s maga-
zine! 

Lesley 

 



NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  
 

Lanchester Mothers’ Union 
 
It has been a long time since we could meet 
in the usual way. Last year we were 
fortunate enough to have two meetings in church 
before lockdown. As things are improving little by 
little we can start to look forward to meeting again. 
We are able to meet in church on Tuesday 11th May 
at 2.0pm when we will have a short service and then 
can discuss our way forward for the coming months. 
I understand that some members are shielding or still 
anxious about gathering again but all precautions are 
being taken to provide a safe environment and I look 
forward to welcoming those able to attend. 
 

Eileen Matthews 

Church Flowers 
 
May 2nd   M Walters, J Harrson                                                                
                 H Gaskill, M Rigden 
May 16th  D Bell, G Nichol 
                  P and J Smith, 
                  M King. 
May 23rd  A Stephenson 
                  A Newton 
May 30th   S Ward, G Harrison 

Thank You 
 
I would like to thank everybody for their flowers 
cards and good wishes following my recent accident. 
Special thanks to the staff of Richardson Hospital 
and The Community Therapy Team that have been 
so helpful with my  re-habilitation. 
 

Angela Lee 

May Blossom 
May is a glorious month for flowers. The hedgerows 
are festooned with hawthorn blossom—known as 
Maybloom. Lilac, also abundant, is known as May-
flower—the name derived from the Persian Lilak 
‘bluish plant or flower’.  
Lily of the Valley or May Lily announces the arrival 
of May and is dedicated to 
‘Ostara’ the Norse goddess of 
springtime. Later on in Christian 
times it was dedicated to the  
Virgin Mary and  was known as 
‘Ladder to Heaven’ and ‘virgin 
tears’ and is considered a sym-
bol of humility and chastity be-
cause of its whiteness,  plus the 
fact that the flower bows its head 
as if in mourning. Flowers have 
played a large part in traditional 
Mayday festivals where pagan 
ceremonies were performed to 
symbolise the turning cycle of the 
year.  Various plants and flowers 
are associated with Whitsuntide 
among which is the Peony which 
is known as the Pentecost Rose. 
May 29 is Oak Apple day when 
gilded oak galls were worn to 
commemorate the Restoration of 
Charles 11 in the year 1660. 
Included among the famous peo-
ple who had birthdays in May 
were Queen Victoria (24th May 
1819) and Florence Nightingale  
(12th May 1820). 
Can you think of any more? 
 

Audrey Newton 

Thank You 
 
Thank you to all my wonderful dear friends and 
Church family for all the cards,  flowers and kind 
wishes that I have received following my operation. 
 

Pam Hasler  

Easter Raffle 
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with 
the Easter Raffle this year, especially to Ross who 
coordinated all the sales of tickets. Thanks also to all 
of you who bought tickets, helping to raise £1024 in 
total for church funds, an enormous help in these dif-
ficult times. We hope the winners enjoyed all the 32 
varied prizes on offer and we are grateful to many 
village businesses for their contributions, Kaffeehaus 
Amadeus, Hanley and Sons, Lanchester Hardware, 
Lilydale pet shop and Emerton's greengrocers.         
Obviously, it was a totally new experience doing a 
church raffle online but it seemed to work very well. 
Thanks to Lesley and Ross for braving the strong 
winds on Easter Monday to do the draw out of doors, 
live on Facebook. 
 

Margaret Walters on behalf of the Social 
and Fundraising Committee 

 Brenda’s Book. 
Thank you to everyone who bought my third book 
recently. It raised £200 for church funds. Thank you 
for your kindness. My fourth book is at the           
publishers now and I hope it will do the same for 
church funds when it is published. 
 

Brenda Craddock.  



100 Club 

We are back ! The numbers for the third draw of 
the year were drawn by Sue and Olga (socially dis-

tanced) 

The winning numbers all of £5.00 are  

73, 129, 06, 44, 77, 53. 

Sue Smith and Olga Walker 

A note from Benny 
 
Last month I told you all about 
my retirement, and thank you all 
so much for the good wishes 
many of you sent.  Now it’s time to tell you that a 
new young whippersnapper is “visiting with a 
view” on Tuesday 20th April.  If she seems suitable 
for the post of looking after my Mum, then she will 
arrive before the end of the Month. The hopeful is 
a female yellow Labrador called Chelsea.  Person-
ally I thought Chelsea was a place where they hold 
a flower festival, or the kind of huge vehicle they 
drive around in that area of London in case they 
meet a puddle. Anyway I shall be busy training up 
the new pup if she makes the grade, and supervis-
ing her work. Hopefully we can all meet up out-
doors before too long.  

Benny. 

Once upon a Sunday School : a true story. 

Years ago before the Chapter House was built, there was 
an outside door into the old vestry where Sunday school 
took place. There was a time when that vestry held 75 
Sunday School children who usually came into church 
for the first part of the service. One day a little boy was 
late. His mother had taken him into the vestry through 
the little outside door and left him there. When he went 
home, she asked her son if he had got into church alright. 
‘Oh yes’ he said confidently ‘God took me in’ (God be-
ing Canon Beckwith) 

I like that thought. Every time we enter our church it is 
worth remembering at the door that God is leading us in 
there. Self can be left at the door. Concentration on God 
can stay. 

Brenda Craddock. 

Church Wives 
 
The year is getting older and so am I!                                
Sometimes I allow myself to sigh,                                      
But I see every day as a gift from God,                            
And to old age I just give a nod.                                        
I value all the good things around,                               
That despite Lockdown can still be found.                              
Friendship is something high on my list,                      
And Church Wives meetings I have sorely missed.                                                         
Friendship is important to every-one of us at Wives,                                                               
Just as Love, Faith and Hope are part of our lives.                                                                  
So Keep on Keeping on Wives until we can meet once 
more,                                                                           
When who knows what exciting things are in store. 

Brenda Craddock 

For Sale at £2 per jar 

 Beetroot Chutney  

Seville Marmalade. 

Apple and Blackberry  

Contact Margaret on 521214  

or Jen on 520498  

Ginger Winers 
 

Would you please keep any Ginger wine bottles until we 
can arrange collection and storage  
This would be greatly appreciated 
Thank You  
 

Hazel Gaskill 

Children's Society Box Collection 
 
This will take place this year after being cancelled 
last year. I have received the paper work, lists and 
labels.  
I am planning, DV, to start collecting and counting 
towards the end of May (a little later than previous 
years) when the level of Covid 19 should be even 
lower than now. 
Boxes and Cheques brought to our house or given 
to me at church will be kept until then.  
 

Steve Craddock  

Dear All 
Thank you all for your cards, flowers, meals, 
phone calls, good wishes, love and prayers after 
my fall. They have all been much appreciated. It is 
humbling to know that so many people care. 

                                                                      
 Pam Baggott 

Thank You 
 

Thank You to everyone for the prayers, cards,     
flowers and phone calls I received following my    
operation. They are much appreciated. I am feeling 
a lot better 

Barbara Sproat 



The Gardeners’ Hymn 
 
 
  
All things bright and beauti-
ful, All creatures great and 
small 
All things wise and wonder-
ful, the Lord God made them 
all. 
  
But what we never mention, though gardeners know its 
true 
Is when God made the goodies He made the baddies too. 
  
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small, 
All things paraquatable the Lord God made them all. 
  
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas, 
Manure that fills our noses, He also gave us these. 
  
The fungus on the goose gogs, the club root on the greens, 
The slugs that eat the lettuces and chew the aubergines. 
  
The drought that kills the fuschias, the frost that nips the 
buds, 
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the 
spuds. 
  
The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds, 
The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows in the seeds. 
  
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plums, 
How black the gardeners outlook though green may be his 
thumbs. 
  
But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flow-
ers, 
And pray what hits our neighbours, Will somehow bypass 
ours. 
  
All things bright and beautiful…… 
 

Author unknown 

100 years of the British Legion 
 
One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the 
British Legion was founded in the aftermath of 
the First World War, to provide support to veter-
ans of the British Armed Forces, their families 
and dependants. 
It was created at a time when two million people 
were unemployed. More than six million had 
served in the war: of those who came back, 1.75 
million had suffered some kind of disability, and 
half of those were disabled permanently.  
Four organisations came together at the instiga-
tion of Lancastrian Lance Bombardier Tom Lis-
ter, who was angered at the Government’s un-
willingness to help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, 
who had been Commander in Chief of the British 
Forces. The Legion campaigned for fair treat-
ment of those who had given everything for their 
country, and it continues this work today. 
In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in 
the Old Kent Road, London, with 40 disabled 
men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. The 
first Poppy Day was held that same year. The 
Festival of Remembrance began in 1927, and the 
Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 – 50 years ago –
 on its golden anniversary. 
At first membership of the Legion was confined 
to ex-Service personnel, but it was expanded to 
include serving members of the Forces in 1981. 

Source The Parish Pump 

Beware of the dog 
 
Be careful if you are looking to buy a puppy. Make sure 
you know where it really came from. A spokesman for the 
RSPCA warns of a spike in the number of illicit dog 
breeders and dealers who are conning the public. 
 
The number of dogs imported from the EU increased by 
52% from 2019 to 2020 until last year it stood at over 
60,0000. More than half of these puppies came from Ro-
mania and were brought in by criminal gangs. Dogs that 
were worth £50 in Romania have been sold for 10 times 
that amount in the UK, according to the Animal and Plant 
Health Agency. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

 

Do you love a bargain?   
 
Some people adore 
bargains, promo-
tions, and cut-price 
items. They are the 
ones who always 
forage out reduced 
clothing and food, 
collect coupons and 
loyalty points with 
great care, and are 
at the front of the queue to bag items on Black 
Friday. Now a new study has found that such deal
-prone bargain-hunting may be more than a pref-
erence – it may even run in your genes. It could 
be a tendency which is passed on genetically as 
well as learned. 
The study was published in the Journal of the As-
sociation for Consumer Research. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



God in the Sciences 
 
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is 
Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the posi-
tive relationship between Science and Christian faith.   
 

Finding Expression – and God’s Response – in 
Lament 
 
The question of suffering comes up regularly in 
discussions about science and faith. I once visited a 
school to speak to some of the older teenagers. One 
of the pupils had sadly passed away from cancer a 
few weeks before and his classmates asked, “How 
could God let this happen?” Of course, these young 
people’s questions about where God was in this 
situation were important. But the chaplain also 
gently reminded the class that their friend’s family 
were Christians, and that they were finding that 
their experience of loss had brought them even 
closer to God than before.  
One way that grief can bring us near to God is 
when we share it with Him, telling Him exactly 
how we feel. The biblical writers had no scruples 
about expressing themselves to God, giving vent to 
emotions we often hold back in a church context. 
As my colleague Roger Abbott has written in his 
book on ‘Unanswered’ Prayer, “Let us not confuse 
reverence with spiritual prudishness. Perhaps hon-
esty, the way it feels, is precisely what God is wait-
ing to hear from us.”  
About one third of the Psalms express some form 
of grief. The book of Job is a series of responses to 
one man’s suffering as he loses his children, prop-
erty and health in quick succession. Lamentations 
is also one long outpouring of sadness at what hap-
pened to Israel under the Babylonians. Some of the 
prophets, especially Jeremiah, also express their 
pain at these sorts of events – which reflect some-
thing of God’s own feelings at the suffering of His 
people. 
Most of these biblical authors would have had ac-
cess to Scriptures that encouraged them to turn to 
God whatever the circumstances. Emboldened by 
their knowledge of His character and promises, 
these divinely inspired writers even express their 
anger to God about the things He lets happen, or 
complain that He seems to act unfairly or ignore 
them in their plight. Not only do these people let 
out all their feelings without fear of reprisal, but 
they also clearly expect a helpful answer. Some 
record a resolution to their troubles – often simply 
because God speaks to and comforts them, ena-
bling them to keep going. 
The biblical writers demonstrated that God can 
handle pretty much anything – anger, blame, bitter-
ness – if we are actively looking to Him for 
help.  As Pete Greig of the 24-7 prayer movement 
has written, “pain that is not expressed can never 
be transformed”. 
 

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz 

New book helps mark Christian Aid’s 
75th anniversary  
Christian leaders, activists, 
writers and theologians 
world-wide have written 
prayers for a new book to 
celebrate Christian Aid’s 75th 
anniversary. 
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers 
for a Better World includes 
prayers on climate injustice, 
Black Lives Matter, violence 
against women, discrimina-
tion against Dalits in India, 
the coronavirus pandemic, extreme poverty in Burun-
di, and inequality in Myanmar. 
Christian Aid’s work began in 1945, when it was 
founded by British and Irish churches to help refugees 
following the Second World War. Since then, it has 
provided humanitarian relief and long-term develop-
ment support, while speaking out against injustice. 
Christian Aid helped during the Biafra war, advised 
Martin Luther King during the civil rights movement 
of the 1960s, campaigned to make poverty history in 
the 2000s, and is now fighting climate injustice in 
countries around the world. 
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Better World from: 
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/rage-and-hope 
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 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10-16 MAY 2021 
 
It has been decided in the light of on-going corona-
virus restrictions that there will be no house- to house 
collection in Lanchester and Burnhope this year 
However, the need for funds to help the world’s poor-
est is as great as ever, so the following are suggestions 
from Christian Aid which you may like to try: 
QUIZTIAN AID on 8.5.21 at 7 pm. Described as a 
fun-filled online quiz suitable for all the family.             
More information at www.caweek.org/quiztianaid  
CHALLENGE YOURSELF to take on the 300,000 
steps in May (just under 10,000 steps a day) to get fit 
and be sponsored. Find out more and sign up at 
www.caweek.org/steps  
If this is not the challenge for you, find more ideas at 
www.caweek.org  
e-ENVELOPE is a great way to donate without leav-
ing home! Click on this link to access information 
about this. CASH DONATIONS- if this is your pre-
ferred way of giving, we hope to have some collecting 
tins available in local shops.                                                    
WATCH OUT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
NEARER THE TIME ON FACEBOOK, THE 
CHURCH NEWSHEET OR ON POSTERS. 
For local queries, please contact Judith Brown  

( judith@bordinelbrown.me.uk) 

http://redirmj.epresspack.net/lnk/BAAAAY5EF-QAAAAAAAAAAG4lK_YAAYAxueAAAAAAAAK39QBgULc8sMHb_vu7TBqN9BwOMAY6VQAAh64/2/1EbvPHgF2w4FRJ0zQVOHpQ/aHR0cHM6Ly9zcGNrcHVibGlzaGluZy5jby51ay9yYWdlLWFuZC1ob3Bl
http://www.caweek.org/quiztianaid
http://www.caweek.org/steps
http://www.caweek.org


An Extract from the Parish Magazine of May 
1894 
My dear Friends, 
The yearly Vestry Meeting was held, as usual, on the morning of 
Easter Tuesday; great regret was expressed at the retirement 
from the office of Churchwarden of Mr. Logan, but we shall still 
hope to have his kind sympathy and valuable counsel in matters 
concerning our parish; in his stead the Vicar appointed Mr 
Brotherhood to act conjointly with Mr. Cumming as his 
Warden; then representing the parishioners Mr. R. Walton was 
re-elected, and with him Mr. Oliver was appointed to serve. The 
Church finances were shown to be in a healthy condition, 
something over £16 being in hand. 
After many weeks of waiting I have at last received from the 
printer a brief account of the Roman Altar discovered last 
summer in close proximity to the village and now standing in 
the Church Porch: although there are one or two dubious points 
in the lettering, yet Dr. Hoopell, a well-known antiquary, has 
been kind enough to give his version and interpretation of the 
inscription, a copy of which has been placed at the side of the 
Altar for the benefit of the many visitors who come to see it; 
now I have had printed several copies of the inscription and its 
rendering, and shall be pleased to supply anyone with the same 
at the small charge of 2d. per copy.  
During this month we have secured the services of Henry 
Brittain as Sexton; he is one that I have known for many years, 
and of whom I have always had a good opinion; for the present, 
until suitable accommodation can be found for him and his 
family, he will stay at the Vicarage, where all enquiries for his 
services should be made.  We have suffered a heavy blow in our 
village lately; on Wednesday afternoon whilst Robert Thompson 
was engaged at his usual work in the Saw Mills he met with a 
terrible accident which proved fatal; how it exactly happened no 
one can accurately say, but it is surmised that in manipulating a 
tree that was being swung by the crane the chain broke and the 
tree struck him and killed him outright. 
 Such accidents happily are of rare occurrence, but we must take 
to heart the lesson that should be learnt by all from such events, 
that of preparedness for the great summons whenever it may 
come to us; I am sure we all feel the deepest sympathy for the 
family who mourn for him so suddenly taken from our midst. 
This will be month that will be long remembered by many of us 
from the fact of the Confirmation having been held on 
Wednesday, 18th. The Service began at 3, but for a full hour 
previous to this, Candidates kept coming in from Esh, Holmside 
and Hamsteels, and these, together with our own, brought the 
number up to 193. The arrangements as carried out by the 
Churchwardens left nothing to be desired, and received the 
highest approbation of the Bishop. 
Our Spring Flower Service for children was held on the 22nd; the 
scholars assembled at the School and marched to Church, each 
carrying a bouquet, and after they had filed up and placed their 
flowers in a square of trellis work made for the purpose and 
resting upon the Altar steps, a special service was carried out 
with considerable enthusiasm; indeed the lovely bouquets, the 
conduct of the scholars, and the order of the Service was highly 
commendable; the flowers remained in their position until the 
close of the Evening Service, and were handed over to an 
Official from Durham Hospital for the benefit of the patients.  
Yours affectionately 
GEORGE JEPSON, Vicar 
 

 
Peter Smith 

From the Archives From The Wardens 
 
What a difference a year makes. At least this year 
we have been blessed with being able to be in 
Church during the Easter period, to share the won-
derful liturgy which Lesley produced.  As ever we 
continue to support her as she works to reopen our 
churches again for regular worship. It is lovely to  
be able to welcome  people back again.  
At last  we would appear to be winning the battle in 
our efforts to dry out the saturated walls of the 
Chapter House corridor at All Saints. We are cur-
rently awaiting prices for repainting both that area  
and,  for consideration, a price for the redecoration 
of the Chapter House. 
We are indebted to Carol and Colin Morcom who 
responded to our appeal for a table to display the 
model of the Church that was recently made and 
given by Clive Holmes. It really sets the model off 
well and in keeping in its surroundings. 
In accordance with the Quinquennial inspection the 
PCC at their zoom meeting gave permission to ac-
cept the quotation provided by Wensley Roofing to 
carry out the roofing works identified in the QI as 
being required immediately. An option to leadburn 
patches to the lead box gutter of the East Nave gable 
was chosen over complete renewal. This  will at this 
time save money which may need to be allocated to 
other items which  require attention within the next 
five years. 
We are still awaiting the quinquennial report for St 
Johns. With regard to St John’s Church, our grateful 
thanks to Kenny Barron  for cutting the grass of the 
Churchyard and also to Derek Coates for seeing to 
the clock. 
We have taken the opportunity because of flag 
changing and bell tolling in respect for HRH Prince 
Philip, to check some of the Bells and vacuum out 
the ringing chamber and clock chamber of the large 
amount of bluebottle corpses that had accumulated 
over the lockdown period. Hopefully as we ease 
back into using our buildings more and more things 
will be easier to manage. 
 

Rob Matthews For the Churchwardens 

Facemasks still for sale 
Minimum donation £1 each 

Various fabrics 
 
 
 
 

All proceeds to church funds 
Ring Margaret 521214 or Jen 520498 

Happy to deliver in the village 



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
This Easter was another very different one and, once again, we did miss our wonderful Easter service in 
church. However, we still managed to ensure that we had some special Easter Worship sessions in school 
and Revd Sutherland joined us as well which was great.  
 
The children also made some Easter cards for the residents of Lynwood House – we are building some 
lovely relationships with the residents and it is so lovely to be able to give just a little back to the communi-
ty. 
 
This term has started with great positivity! The announcement that school overnight residentials can take 
place again from 17th May – the data and roadmap permitting – was just wonderful news! Our school is 
now a hive of activity trying to get everything organised for the residentials and all the day trips organised 
too! We have confirmed that Year 3 will stay overnight at Birdoswald Roman Fort, Year 4 will have an 
overnight visit to Dukeshouse Wood near Hexham and Years 5 & 6 will be able to spend a week at PGL in 
Dalguise, Scotland. These are such great opportunities for all involved. 
 
It is really great to see the children playing on the school field at this time of year. They always really look 
forward to the better weather so they have more freedom – mostly to play football! The sunshine and warm-
er weather also help to give us all a real lift and sense of positivity. Let’s hope there is much more to come 
too! 
 
We are looking forward to our new Assistant Head Teacher starting at the beginning of May. We were fi-
nally able to make the appointment at the end of February and Mr Gordon Innes was the successful candi-
date. He currently works in a First School near Morpeth and, prior to teaching, he was a Christian Youth 
Worker in the Morpeth area. His wife is training to be a vicar and I just know he will be a great asset to our 
school and community. Hopefully you will all get to know him soon. 
 
Our Worship theme this week is ‘Thankfulness’ and it is so good to be reminded of all that we have to be 
thankful for – and the list is endless. It has been easy to forget this at times over the hardships of the last 
year, but like I explained to the children only today, I am most grateful for my health. Good health can be 
taken for granted so much but is something we should never forget and something we should always be 
thankful for. Let’s try not to forget that! 
 
 

 
Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School 

How to keep ground coffee fresh 
 
The battle rages:  just where IS the best place to store your ground coffee? 
 
Sainsburys, Morrisons, Asda, Marks & Spencer and Ocado are among the 
supermarkets that advise you keep fresh ground coffee in a fridge or freezer 
after opening. 
But Tesco, Waitrose and Harrods advise that you store ground coffee and 
beans in a cool, dry place such as a kitchen cupboard. 
Many coffee experts warn that storing your coffee in the fridge is wrong be-
cause coffee easily absorbs aroma, moisture and flavours, and can be tainted 
by fish, meat and cheese.   
Martin Isark, founder of the Can I Eat It website, laments: “So much coffee 
is spoilt by poor storage, which makes the coffee producers want to weep...” 
Paul Rooke of the British Coffee Association adds: “Coffee, like many food 
and drink products when exposed to air, will deteriorate. Cool and dry are 
the key words; the ideal storage is in an inert, airtight container stored in a cool place.” 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



       Dates for your Diary  May 2021 

APCM 
This year’s APCM will take place in church at 7pm on 
25th May. COVID precautions will be in place, but all 
are welcome to come and hear about the life of the 

church and its governance in the past year.  And there 
are vacancies for a warden and for other PCC members
- so if you feel called to this most important ministry, 

please do give Lesley a ring to explore the possibili-
ties! 

Sunday 2nd May St John’s 9.15 am -Said Eucharist 
Sunday 2nd May St Thomas 9.45 am - S.O. W. 
Sunday 2nd May All Saints 10.30am -Eucharist 
Wed 5th May All Saints -Holy Communion 9.45am 
Sunday 9th May All Saints 8.00am -Eucharist 
             9.45am St Thomas -Eucharist 
        10.30 am  All Saints Service of The Word (Joint) 
Tues 11th May 2.00pm Mothers’ Union Service 
Wed 12th May All Saints -Holy Communion 9.45am 
Thur 13th May St Thomas Ascension Day 10.00am (E) 
Thur 13th May All Saints  Ascension Day 7.00 pm  (E) 
Sun 16th May  St John’s 9.15 am -Said Eucharist 
Sun 16th May  St Thomas 9.45 am -S.O.W 
Sun 16th May  All Saints 10.30 am -Eucharist 
Wed 19th May All Saints -Holy Communion 9.45am 
Sat 22nd May  All Saints Bishops Pilgrimage 12 noon 
Sun 23rd May  All Saints 8.00am –Pentecost Eucharist 
           9.30 am St Thomas—Pentecost Praise            
 (congregational singing in the Churchyard) 
          10.30am All Saints   Pentecost Praise 
(Congregational Singing in the Churchyard) Joint 
Tues 25th May All Saints APCM in Church 7.00pm 
Wed 26th May All Saints -Holy Communion -9.45 am 
Sun 30th May (Trinity) St Thomas - 9.45am S.O. W 
Sun 30th May (Trinity)  All Saints 10.30 am- Eucharist 
with Bishop Paul Presiding and Preaching (Joint)  
 
(E) denotes Eucharist 
(S.O.W) denotes service of the Word 

 

Foodbank 
Please don't forget those who depend on the foodbank at 
this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is  open for you 
to leave donations at present and we have liaised with 
the Foodbank in Consett to see how we can help. 
Lanchester donated over a ton of food in the year before 
lockdown, and many people would struggle without that 
generosity of spirit.  
As it is  difficult to collect food for the food bank we 
have spoken to them and they are happy for us to circu-
late their bank account details if anyone wants to make 
money donations on line. 
Sort code  40-52-40   Account  number   00099102 
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made payable 
to Consett Food 4U, and posted to  Durham Christian 
Partnership, Unit 7/9, First Avenue, Drum Industrial 
Estate, Chester-le-Street, County Durham DH2 1AG  
(0191 303 8623 / 07758 400128) 
The new location for Consett foodbank from Tueday 
6 April 21 is:  Consett Methodist Church, Station 
Road, Consett DH8 5RL Their opening times remain 
unchanged. 
We keep opening times / closures and locations up to 
https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/locations/  

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 

supporting the Food Bank in Consett   
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the 

Durham Diocese) 

 
 

The Northern Saints Trails 
Bishops on the Way of Light, May 2021 
Last year four new pilgrim routes, associated with lo-
cal saints, were unveiled in our Diocese, and prepara-
tions were made for our Bishops to bless and open the 
routes by walking them. Lanchester lies on the Way of 
Light, associated with Saint Oswald, Saint Wilfred and 
Saint Cuthbert, from Heavenfield via Hexham and 
Castleside to Durham Cathedral. 
Sadly, last year’s lockdown meant that none of the 
Ways were opened- but we’re trying again this year! 
COVID restrictions permitting, we expect Bishop 
Paul, Bishop Sarah of Jarrow, Bishop Christine of 
Newcastle and Bishop Mark of Berwick, to break their 
journey at All Saints at lunchtime on 22nd May, the day 
before Pentecost. We hope to extend our Lanchester 
hospitality to their group, and to have a short service 
which might include some congregational singing out-
side and a contribution from the children of the EP 
school. 
Numbers will inevitably be limited by how far lock-
down has been eased, so please do watch out for fur-
ther information- and if you would like to explore the 

new pilgrim ways yourselves, please do have a look at 
https://www.thisisdurham.com/northernsaints, which 
is full of information, stories and suggestions for stop-
ping points along the way. 

" Then I heard 
the voice of the 
 Lord saying, 
"Whom shall I  
send? And who 
will go for us?" 
 And I said "Here 
am I Send Me!" 
 
Isaiah 6:8 

https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/locations/
https://www.thisisdurham.com/northernsaints


Crossword clues Across 

1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) (10) 
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7) 
8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is mine’ (John 
17:10) (5) 
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 
13 Member of the Society of Friends (6) 
15 At ague (anag.) (6) 
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8) 
18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4) 
21 Twentieth-century poet and dramatist who wrote 
Murder in the Cathedral, T.S. — (5) 
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 
 
 
Down 
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 
2 Central space in a church (4) 
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General Secretary 
of the Evangelical Alliance 1983–97, Clive — (6) 
4 Moses killed one when he saw him beating a He-
brew labourer (Exodus 2:12) (8) 
5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in a Phi-
lippian jail (Acts 16:26) (10) 
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 
12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8) 
14 Same hit (anag.) (7) 
16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the — 
’ (Genesis 1:2) (6) 
19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the Pooh, 
A.A. — (5) 
20 Cab (4) 

 
Remembering an outstanding astronomer 
 
It was 150 years ago, on 11th May 1871, that John 
Herschel – British astronomer, mathematician, chem-
ist and pioneering photographer – died at the age of 
79. Among other things, he named seven of Saturn’s 

moons and four moons of Uranus, as well as investi-
gating colour blindness. He was also President of the 
Royal Astronomical Society three times. 
He was the son of Sir William Herschel, a distin-
guished scientist who had moved from Germany to 
Britain and later discovered the planet Uranus, thus 
creating a pronunciation problem that still hasn’t 
gone away.  
 
Sir John Herschel, himself knighted in 1831, made 
many contributions to the science of photography and 
invented the blueprint. He was also deeply interested 
in the philosophy of science and pioneered an induc-
tive approach to experiments and the construction of 
scientific theories.  
Between 1834 and 1838 he worked in South Africa 
with his wife Margaret, studying and photographing 
Cape flora as well as continuing his astronomical in-
terests. It was here that he met Charles Darwin, on 
his way home in the HMS Beagle, and had a signifi-
cant influence on him. 
Sir John also developed and backed the use of the 
impressive Julian day numbering system in astrono-
my. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month                    
Try keeping a prayer journal. Write down 

your personal worries  alongside 

the good things to be thankful for 

and the prayers for others. 

Review your journal regularly, 

noting when prayers are 

answered and worries resolved. 

 

Smile Lines 

 

.  

Journey Through the Bible 
Lion Books, £16.99 
 
This easy-to-read, visual explo-
ration of the Bible allows the 
reader to follow the narrative 
from Genesis to Revelation. 
More than 250 stories from 
Scripture are presented with 
background information in 
word and picture.  
 
The book tells how ancient people lived, from 
foods they ate, and homes they lived in, to the 
clothes they wore and work they performed. 
 
In all there are more than 400 pages of photo-
graphs, drawings, maps and charts.  There are also 
included drawings of objects and monuments 
from Bible times, photographs of archaeological 
discovers, diagrams and full-colour maps.   
  

  

Prayer for Pentecost  
 

Loving Father God, 
Thank you for sending 
your Holy Spirit;  
Your Spirit who knows 
no restrictions or barriers; 
Your Spirit who can reach us and be with us and in 
us, wherever we are, whatever our circumstances;  
Your Spirit who comforts and heals and empowers 
us to live with confidence that, ultimately, all shall 
be well; 
Your Spirit who connects us, through the life, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus. 
Because of Jesus’ victory over death we have hope 
and life forever.  
Thank you, loving Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

By Daphne Kitching  

Comfortable Words - a Call to Restora-
tion  
Nine reflections on Isaiah to bring hope 
in challenging times 
By Stephen Croft, BRF, 
£7.99 
 
‘Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God…’. Through 
nine reflections Steven Croft, 
Bishop of Oxford, examines 
what these ‘comfortable words’ 
have to say to us.  
 
The prophet sings of love and forgiveness, of new 
hope and strength in God, to rekindle courage in 
the hearts of God’s people. The prophet sings of a 
new kind of leadership, based on humility and 
gentleness. The prophet sings to tell us not to be 
afraid even in the face of death. These are com-
fortable words the whole world needs to hear 
afresh in this season. 
Each reflection begins with a passage of scripture 
taken from Isaiah 40—55: the song of an unnamed 
prophet who sings at the end of the exile to call 
God’s people home. 



DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 

Directory.  

Tel:  07598 437 118  
The darkest times can bring us to the brightest places. 

There is always hope.  
 

 
A new, local company which provides a  

trusted, thoughtful companionship and home- 
help service throughout Lanchester  

  and   neighboring locations to both the        
          young and old.  

  
Respite provision for full-time carers 

Conversation and a cuppa 
Light housework/Gardening 
Essential non-medical care 

Preparing meals 
Accompanying you to appointments 
Collecting shopping/prescriptions  

 
Please contact Becky Haynes to find out 

more. Tel: 07713 567 993 or email 

: sunflowercare67@gmail.com 
www.sunflowercare.co.uk  



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

 
43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

 
30 Sunderland Road 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2L6 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 

Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

 

 
Advertising  

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details  

Tel: 01207 521884 or 
s.bailey489@btinternet.com  


