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Revd. Lesley writes 

 

How shall we sing the 

Lord’s song…? (Boney M) 

I’m a bit of a cricket obsessive, and so during the summer 

months my car radio is normally tuned to Test Match 

Special. But in the closing moments of an Ashes match in 

September I couldn’t take it any more and flicked over to 

my husband’s listen of choice, Smooth Radio. They were 

playing Boney M singing ‘By the Rivers of Babylon.’ For 

some time I just couldn’t get it out of my head. It was 

worse that listening to England losing a test!  

The earworm came back on my last day in curacy when 

the Psalm for the Eucharist was Psalm 137. I’ve been 

musing on one particular verse ever since; ‘how shall we 

sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?’ 

Psalm 137 is said to have been written by the prophet 

Jeremiah. It’s a lament for the exiled people of Israel as 

they languished in Assyria. It’s also widely regarded as 

one of the most difficult and uncomfortable Psalms in the 

canon- so much so that often the lectionary omits it 

altogether, or suggests pruning the distressing verses 

glorifying violent revenge against the invader. It’s ironic 

that it was transformed into an uplifting (or annoying!) 

pop song in the early eighties – and yet the psalm itself 

perfectly captures some of the most pressing issues facing 

the church today. 

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? 

Christianity is countercultural. In an age of excess, Jesus 

urges us to simplicity of life and heart. In an age of 

individualism, Jesus reminds us that we are called to unity 

in community, one in heart and mind, members of the 

same body. In an age of recrimination and denial of fault, 

Jesus calls us to a deep self-knowledge of where we fall 

short and a generous forgiveness of those we find most 

challenging. The Christian song, God’s song, is one of 

love, peace, justice, mercy and self- sacrifice. But it often 

seems that these most dearly held values and beliefs are 

irrelevant to, or deplored by, society, and that nothing we 

do is sufficient to spread the good news of God’s love for 

us in Jesus. Scarcity and lack are our watchwords; it feels 

like the church itself is in exile. And the notion of the 

church as a community of exiles is strikingly re-inforced 

by a look at the derivation of the parish; it comes from the 

Greek word: paroikia, "sojourning in a foreign land", with 

roots meaning "dwelling beside, stranger, sojourner……." 

So how shall we, strangers and sojourners sing the Lord’s 

song together? 

 

Co- incidentally the Old Testament reading for the closing 

Eucharist of last weekend’s Waymark conference was 

another bit of Jeremiah. The prophet wrote to the exiles; 

‘This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to 

all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to 

Babylon: “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and 

eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; 

find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 

marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the 

peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 

into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, 

you too will prosper.” (Jeremiah29;4-7) 

Bishop Paul, reflecting in wonder on the appropriateness of 

the reading to the occasion, said. ‘This is a word from God 

for us. We are called to be the people of God who seek the 

welfare of the communities in which we are set, to seek 

their welfare, their good, their blessing, their well-being; to 

pray for them……..And in so doing to discover who we are 

as pilgrims in a strange land’ 

I come to you as a stranger to you and to this area, hoping 

that we’ll get to know one another and  discover fruitful 

ways of working together to bless our communities and 

remind them of God’s love for all of his children. When I 

heard Bishop Paul’s address last Sunday it became clear to 

me that this is God’s call for us. Together we will seek the 

welfare of our villages, blessing them and praying for them, 

loving one another and loving God. In so doing we will 

begin to sing the Lord’s song in this time of exile, moving 

forward as pilgrims together; and we can take heart in a last 

word from Jeremiah;  

‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come 

and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all your heart.’ 

Thank you for the welcome you’ve already extended to us 

as we moved in to the vicarage. I’m looking forward to this 

pilgrim journey and excited as it begins with my licensing. 

May God bless us all richly in this new endeavour. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Lesley 



 God in the Arts 
 
The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in London 
houses one of the finest collections of European 
paintings in the world, with some 2,300 works span-
ning the centuries.  During this year we are journey-
ing through the gallery to explore one of those treas-
ures each month. By the Revd Michael Burgess. 
 
He gave us eyes to see them: ‘The Virgin and 
Child with Saints’ by Giovanni Martini da Udine 
 
The National Gallery in London is a remarkable 
treasure house of art, founded in 1824 and home to 
over 2,300 paintings. Much work goes on behind the 
scenes to maintain this collection, and in August after 
a seven-year restoration project, a particular painting 
went on display for the first time in over a hundred 
years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the work of an Italian Renaissance artist, Gio-
vanni Martini da Udine, who died in 1535 - an altar-
piece depicting ‘The Virgin and Child with Saints.’ 
Restoring the painting was complex and demanding 
work for the staff had to remove the varnish, repaint 
some areas and treat the woodworm. Thanks to the 
skill of those workers, we can now see the painting in 
all its beauty and grace. On the right St George has 
vanquished the dragon and is turned in prayer to the 
Christ-Child. On the left St James, the brother of 
John, has his hand on the shoulder of the patron. But 
he looks out at us and invites us into this scene in 
what is known as a ‘sacra conversazione’ – a holy 
conversation. 
 
On the 1st of this month we celebrate the great feast 
of All Saints – that rich communion of saints like 
James and George, whose lives we know, and also 
the many thousands known only to God: all who 
have offered their lives in His service. Just as special-
ists worked for seven years to restore this painting 
after the ravages of time, so on this day we give 
thanks for God working in the lives of His saints. 
Men and women like us: a mixture of hopes and ide-
als, of frailty and weakness, but ready to open their 
lives to be raised up and restored.  These holy ones 
call us to travel in their company with our eyes set on 
God, who seeks to restore all of us to be channels of 
His grace.  
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Jerusalem’ has been voted the nation’s fa-
vourite hymn, ahead of ‘How Great Thou 
Art’ and ‘In Christ Alone’. 
Britain’s favourite hymn has been revealed -– 
and it’s ‘Jerusalem’ that takes the top spot. 

The hymn beat other favourites, including ‘How 
Great Thou Art’, ‘In Christ Alone’ and ‘Dear 
Lord And Father Of Mankind’ to the number 
one position, following a vote by tens of thou-
sands of members of the public. 

When the survey was last conducted in 2013, 
the hymn didn’t even make the top 10. 

‘Jerusalem’ was originally a poem penned by 
William Blake, before music was later added by 
composer Sir Hubert Parry in 1916, at the height 
of World War One. 

Its rise in popularity could be attributed to the 
news headlines the hymn made in 2016, when 
MPs debated whether England should adopt its 
own national anthem – but the proposals did not 
pass into law. 

Singer and Classic FM presenter, Aled Jones, 
revealed the top 10 British hymns in a special 
episode of Songs of Praise on Sunday 29 Sep-
tember. 

Here is the full list of the UK’s 
top hymns: 

1. Jerusalem 
2. How Great Thou Art 
3. In Christ Alone 
4. Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind 
5. Abide With Me 
6. I Vow To Thee My Country 
7. Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah/Redeemer 
8. Amazing Grace 
9. Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord 
10. I‚ The Lord Of Sea And Sky (Here I Am Lord) 

https://www.classicfm.com/store/downloads/50-classic-hymns/
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/parry/music/hubert-parry-jerusalem/
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/parry/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-derbyshire-35296296
https://www.classicfm.com/radio/shows-presenters/aled-jones/


PARISH REGISTERS 
      Lanchester and Burnhope  

Funerals 

3rd October  Janet Johnstone aged 81 years (at St John’s Burnhope) 

10th October   Rene Whitwood aged 83 years 

Baptisms 

13th October             Olivia Golightly ( at St John’s Burnhope) 

20th October  Katie-Ellen Mary Corbally (at St John’s Burnhope) 

‘May  they  rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

                 “We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 

  

Lanchester and Burnhope 
Parish Church 
Autumn Fayre 

Saturday November 23rd 
At 10.00 am—Admission Free 

In All Saints Parish Church 
Refreshments £1.00 

Free drink and treat for Children 
Attractions include  

Grand Raffle, Tombola 
Bottle Tombola 

Homemade cakes and savouries 
Jams, preserves and Ginger Wine 

Hand crafted goods,  
Christmas Decorations  

Wives “Hook a Christmas Bag” and Bran tub 
Traidcraft 

More than 32,000 of us 
struggle to change a light 
bulb 
 
When it comes to DIY, some of 
us need more help than you 
might think. Last year Google 
was asked how to change a 
light bulb more than 30,000 
times.   
 
Other DIY jobs that drove peo-
ple to Google were how to fix a 
dripping tap (422,000 times), 
and how to bleed a radiator 
(322,000 times).  Safestyle, the 
home improvement company 
that carried out the research, 
said that Google is the ‘go to’ 
for millions of us who are baf-
fled by DIY tasks.   

Burnhope Heritage Project 
 
The Burnhope Heritage Project is in full swing and the response to the project within the village and sur-
rounding areas has been fantastic. We’d love to find some more local research volunteers and there are no 
doubt lots of Lanchester and Burnhope residents with information of interest to the project. We would also 
like to encourage older people to share their skills and memories with younger people in the village so if you 
think you might have something to offer and can spare a little bit of time, even just an hour, please get in 
touch. 
For more information, please join us on Thursday 14th November for a drop-in at Lanchester Library, 
10.00am-12.00pm. This is an opportunity to chat to volunteers, find out what we’ve discovered so far or 
share information and memorabilia. 
The project will run until December 2020, is supported by the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and Durham County Council, and delivered by Age UK County 
Durham. 
For more information please contact Kirsty McCarrison on 01913746560 or 
kirsty.mccarrison@ageukcountydurham.org.uk  
Image attached to the email is of ‘Ada Rainbows Sweet Shop’, this version made by a child as 

part of the summer activity programme. 

mailto:kirsty.mccarrison@ageukcountydurham.org.uk


NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
 
We hope everyone is enjoying the new 
programme. We have had a humorous 
talk from the Revd. Peter Sinclair and an interesting 
talk from Ethel Armstrong M.B.E. about the NHS. 
Our next meeting on November 13th will be a talk 
by Tom Baker M.B.E about the People’s Kitchen. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone there. 

 
Audrey Newton 

 
 
 
 
 

Our October meeting was held On Monday the 
14th, at the home of Mrs Hockaday.   
Two of our members attended the Deanery Meeting 
at Harelaw.  They enjoyed the afternoon.  
The Pie and Pea supper was a success, and raised 
£208. 
St John's Christmas Fair is being held on Sunday 
the 24th November, 2pm at Burnhope Community 
Centre.  Please come and boost your Christmas 
shopping.  
            
Muriel Molloy 

100 Club    
 
 

                 The winning numbers all £5  
                 of the October draw were    
                     8-10-14-51-70-142. 
 
    

 
Eric and Hazel 

Church Flowers 

4th November    D Leyland                                     
          B Gibson               
          B Craddock 

11th November  G Nichol 

25th November  M Bouville 

 Mothers’ Union St John’s Burnhope 

The ‘Flower Ladies’ welcome you to their 
Coffee morning on Wednesday 6th 
November from 9-30 am until 12noon  

 Tea, Coffee, Raffle, Cake stall,        
     Scones and Shortbread 

                Entrance £1                                 
 You are most welcome to join us 

Music Group Concert  
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce that this 
year, our Annual Music Group Concert this year 
will be taking place on Thursday 5th December at 
7pm 
 
I am also delighted to announce that this year, we 
will be joined by members of the Choir from 
Lanchester EP School  
 
I hope that will all put this date in your diaries and 
that you will come along and support this event.  
 
As always, entry to the concert will be free with a 
retiring collection for charity. The details of the 
charities have not yet been confirmed so details 
about these will follow and I will keep everyone 
informed.  
 
Hoping to see as many of you there as possible. 
 

Craig W Davies  

Please join us to enjoy  
 

 
HOME MADE SOUP  

and a ROLL 
TEA and COFFEE 

 
 

In the Chapter House 

on Thursday 14th November   
12—1.30pm 

 
 

DONATIONS PLEASE 
IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS 

 
 



Lanchester and Burnhope Diaries 2020 
 
Copies of the 2020 Lanchester and Burnhope 
Church Diary, in an attractive new colour, are now 
available at the back of the church. Donations are 
requested for church funds. Please leave these in 

the container provided . 
 
David Baggott 

Men’s Forum 

 
The next meeting will be our Christmas meal on 
2nd December at 7.30 pm  and as usual will be held 
at the Hobson Golf Club and organised by  
Roy Beckwith 01207 270773 

Details will appear on the pew sheet and in 

subsequent issues of the Parish Magazine 

 

 

 

Church Wives.  
 

Autumn is here with all its beauty 
Thank you for Your gift of sight. 

The trees are all aglow with colour 
Thank you for Your gift of sight. 

Late flowers can be seen in our gardens 
Thank you for Your gift of sight. 

We have food to eat and clean water to drink 
Thank you for Your gifts to us. 

We have family and friends who mean so much 
Thank you for Your gift of Love. 

We have so much Lord, help us to share 
And always show others how much we care. 

Thank you for our fellowship at Church Wives 
On the 14th the subject is Medieval Women’s 

lives. 
On the 28th we hear about ‘The Land of Ice and 

Fire’, 
Which certainly sounds a little dire. 

Christmas is coming, so make the most of 
November,  

Because very soon it will be a busy December. 
 

Brenda Craddock 

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christ-
mas Child 

 
Flat-pack boxes and leaflets continue to be avail-
able at the back of church. Filled boxes can be 
brought to our house, 38 Briardene DH7 0QD or 
to church.   
 
The cut off for returned boxes is 16th  November.  
 
More information   https://www.samaritans-
purse.org.uk   or from me  steve24c07@aol.com  
01207520749   

 
Steve Craddock  

Open House. 
 
Don’t forget that you are always welcome to come 
to ‘Open House’ on the first Thursday in the 
month 11.30am -12.45am followed by a short time 
of worship in church. It is a good time of friend-
ship and fellowship and everyone seems to enjoy 
the light lunch of sandwiches and homemade cake. 
The donations given all go to a worthy charity and 
over 13 years we have donated over £3000 to 
many different charities. You are well looked after 
by the Open House team, so why not give it a try? 
We would love to see you! 

 
Brenda Craddock   

Church Yard Tidy Up 
 
It is that time of year. Summer is over and our 
beautiful churchyard is overflowing with Au-
tumn’s leaves. We are carrying out our annual 
tidy up session on Saturday 16th November, when 
all of the leaves should be down. We invite any-
one who is able to help in this valuable task to 
come between 9-30 and 12 noon on that day. Cof-
fee, tea and biscuits will be available to revive the 
spirits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apart from the hard work there is always a great 
spirit of fellowship and a very tidy Churchyard as 
a result. 
We also invite volunteers on the 30th November 
to do the Annual Tidy up at St John’s Burnhope. 
9.30 till noon again and Elva’s scones to look for-
ward to. 
 
The Wardens 

file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/%20%20https:/www.samaritans-purse.org.uk %20%20or%20from%20me%20%20steve24c07@aol.com%20%2001207520749%20%20%0d
file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/%20%20https:/www.samaritans-purse.org.uk %20%20or%20from%20me%20%20steve24c07@aol.com%20%2001207520749%20%20%0d
file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/%20%20https:/www.samaritans-purse.org.uk %20%20or%20from%20me%20%20steve24c07@aol.com%20%2001207520749%20%20%0d


FUTURE EVENTS 

 
Do come and join us 

 for lunch 

11.30-1pm 
  

 Thursday 
7th November 

Thursday  
5th December  

 
Prayers in Church at 12.45pm  

Church open for Private Prayer 
from 11.30 onwards 

All Welcome  

Julian  

Prayer  
Meetings 
2pm in the  
Chapter House 

 
Everyone is welcome 

 
Do Come and Join us 

 
 
 
 

 
 

    
New Testament  

Characters 

  
  “Governor Felix – saying Wait, to God” 
   
      7.30pm   Tuesday 5 November   
                23 Humberhill Drive    
 
       7.30 pm Tuesday 3 December        
 
     “Philemon – bridging barriers of    
         brotherhood”   
                  41 Foxhills Cres.   
 

Do come and join us 
 

     11th November  
 
     9th December 

Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina  

On the first and third Tuesdays of each month,  

7.00 – 8.30 p.m. in the Chapter House.  

All are welcome. 

  

 

 

Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer, based on 
the most ancient approaches to Christian prayer, and 

now adapted for use in the modern world. 

 Lectio Divina is a traditional way of reading scripture as 
a source of prayer. The two practices complement each 

other. For more information, please speak to              
Phil Holman or Howard Nelson in church,  

Alternatively email either at                                                
phillip.holman1@btinternet.co.uk  or  hgn42@gmail.com 

 



      Sunday 17th November 
 
               At 3-45 pm 

 

Lanchester Parish Church 
 

TAIZÉ  
WORSHIP 

 
6pm Sunday 10th November 

2019 
 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

 
        There will be  practices in church  
   on Thursdays 31st  October and 7th  
November from 6-7pm for anyone who 

wishes to come and sing  
All are welcome to join us  

 
       For further details please contact  
            Margaret Walters on 521214 

Sunday 10th November 2019 
 

At 11.45 am 

 
 
 
 
 

Service at the War Memorial 
Lanchester Village Green 

 
With the Lanchester Brass Band            

Uniformed Organisations            
Representatives of the Three Churches 

Deputy Sheriff, Parish Councillors 
British Legion, Red Cross 

M U, Lanchester Partnership and WI 

Sunday 
24th November   

In the Chapter House  
All Saints Church 

 
 

Café Church 
 
 
 

Bring your favourite reading and 
snacks /sweet things to share 

 
6.00pm 

Everyone welcome 



From The Wardens 
Our focus over the past month has been on the 
Licensing of the Reverend Leslie Sutherland as our 
Priest-in-Charge and on the preparations for the 
Service itself and the supper which follows. As we 
have come to expect, our calls for help were well 
received and we were inundated with offers, for which 
we thank you. By now, Lesley will have started her 
ministry in the Parish and we wish her and her 
husband Ian a happy and fruitful time amongst us. 
We are entering into a new phase in life of the church 
in Lanchester having to share a priest with our 
neighbouring parish. There will be changes but with 
good grace and God’s help we will soon adapt to the 
new regime and be reinvigorated in our faith and 
service. 
 
For some time now, the floodlighting along the 
northern side of the church has not been working. 
Bulbs have been changed without lasting success so 
we have now replaced the entire fitting on the Chapter 
House wall and will attend to the ground mounted 
lights in due course. Walking from the Chapter House 
to Durham Road should now be a much brighter 
experience. 

 
No progress has been made in repairing the water 
boiler in the Chapter House. It will have to be 
replaced (funds permitting) and we will be examining 
the options now that we have a little more time. 
 
We mentioned last month the need to ensure the 
church is properly secure when left unattended; 
regrettably there have been further instances of the 
doors to the Chapter House & Lower Vestry area 
being left unlocked, sometimes overnight. Please will 
you all take responsibility for ensuring all appropriate 
doors are locked before leaving the building. 

 
For some time now, Phil Holman has tended the 
labyrinth in All Saints churchyard but has now had to 
stand down so now a volunteer/s is needed to maintain 
the feature, cutting the grass and generally keeping the 
area tidy. If you are willing and able to take over this 
task please speak to one of the Wardens. We thank 
Phil for his efforts over the last couple of years. 

 
Peter Smith For The Churchwardens 

How Armistice Day began, 100 years ago 
 
It was 100 years ago, on 11th November 1919, that 
the first Armistice Day (now Remembrance Day) 
was marked in the UK.  King George V had issued 
a proclamation calling for a two-minute silence at 
11:00am to remember the members of the armed 
forces who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
The two-minute silence was in fact adopted from a 
South African idea that had spread from Cape Town 
through the Commonwealth in 1919. The first mi-
nute was dedicated to those who died in the war, 
and the second to those left behind – families affect-
ed by bereavement and other effects of the conflict.  
The Cenotaph was erected temporarily in Whitehall 
for a peace parade for Armistice Day in 1920. After 
a tremendous nationwide response, it became a per-
manent structure, and in the following years war 
memorials were created in other British towns and 
cities. 
In 1939, the two-minute silence of Armistice Day 
was moved to the nearest Sunday to 11th November, 
so that it would not conflict with wartime produc-
tion. This tradition continued after World War II – 
Remembrance Sunday is still marked with a nation-
al service, and by special services in most churches 
throughout the country and beyond. Americans 
mark Veterans Day instead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Award for the Bible Society’s Youth Bible 
 
The Bible Society’s Good News Bible – the Youth 
Edition - has won Christian Resources Togeth-
er’s Bible of the year award. 
  
The award recognises Bibles that have stood out 
among the many Bibles available and made an im-
pact on Christians and non-Christians across the 
country.  
 
The Youth Edition contains features such as 
YouTube videos, space for doodling and journaling, 
Big Issues, and interactive elements such as activi-
ties, colouring and highlighting. It would make a 
perfect Christmas present for any young person!   
For more details, go to:  https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
products/9780564070374/ 

Put your garden nets away 
Don’t leave netting out in your garden over the winter – 
it is killing our hedgehogs.  So warns the RSPCA, after 
reports of dozens of hedgehogs getting entangled in foot-
ball, badminton and pond nets.   
Evie Button, a wildlife scientific officer, warns: “Netting 
can be a particular hazard for wild animals, as they can 
easily become entangled.  As they thrash around trying 
to escape, the netting can tighten round them and cause 
terrible suffering.”   
Since the 1950s, the number of hedgehogs in England 
has shrunk from 30 million to one million. 

https://biblesociety.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jdjyliik-kuydntjlt-j/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/9780564070374/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/products/9780564070374/


LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It has been the usual, very hectic start to a new academic year and it is hard to believe that we have had an 
eight week half term – a long one for children and staff!  
As usual, it has been very busy with lots of educational visits taking place and an overnight residential for 
our Year 5 children too. This was to our partner school in Tamworth, Warwickshire and also meant that 
we could visit the National Space Centre in Leicestershire and Cadbury World in Birmingham too! 
We have embarked on a new curriculum for our foundation subjects this year and have some exciting new 
topics which we are teaching. Titles such as Bottoms, Burps and Bile really helps to engage some of our 
children! 
 
Our school continues to be a teaching school in partnership with Durham University and are continuing to 
welcome both PGCE and BA in Education students. They are a real asset to our school and certainly help 
to enhance the education our children receive.  
 
We had a great week welcoming our partner schools from our Erasmus+ project at the start of this month. 
Teachers from Poland, Spain, Denmark and Sweden spent a day enjoying some Forest School activities 
both in our Early Years and our woodland, they spent a day with Year 5 at Seaham Beach School before 
enjoying some sightseeing up the Northumberland coast. It is the turn of four of our Year 5 boys next who 
will be visiting our partner school in Poland next month for a week with 3 staff. 
 
We have two open events planned for November. If you of anyone you know are thinking about a place 
for a child in our Nursery or Reception classes from 2020, please feel free to come along either on 
Saturday 9th November between 10am and 12 noon or on Monday 11th November from 6-7pm. You will 
be able to meet some staff, see our super learning environment and ask as many questions as you want! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity of expressing our heartfelt thanks to the Church Wardens and Revd 
Stephanie Clarke for all the time and support they have given our school whilst we have been without a 
vicar. I know it is not easy accommodating so many children for visits and services but we have really 
appreciated the help we have received. 
We are looking forward to welcoming Revered Lesley Sutherland to our school shortly – I know the 
children will all give her a fabulous welcome!  
 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School 

Guy Fawkes Night 

 

Sharp sounds and bright illuminations 
Roaring fires and celebrations 
Incandescent constellations 
Multichrome disintegrations 
Festive fireworks and frivolity 
Jumping Jacks and all such jollity! 
 
But, pause between those stellar 
shows, 
Perhaps we might remember those 
Through centuries of ” Christian" 
strife 
Have lived their faith, and paid their life. 
Remember too, before you're done, 
That Jesus prayed we might be one. 
 

by Nigel Beeton 

Christmas Card Stand 
 
 The annual Christmas Card Stand will be available 
in the church from Advent Sunday, 1st December. 
Each year many cards have been displayed and a 
charity selected by the PCC has benefited from 
your donations. The PCC has decided that the pro-
ceeds will this year be given to the Newcastle based 
West End Refugee Service which provides support 
services for asylum seekers and refugees in a 
friendly, welcoming environment. 
  
Once again the stand gives the opportunity to post a 
single card so sending Christmas greetings to all 
other members of the church family, and at the 
same time to help others.  
  
 Please place your donations in the Donations bag 
on the stand. Alternatively, you may wish to make a 
private donation to another charity of your own 
choosing. 
 

 David Baggott 



THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 
supporting the Food Bank in Consett   

 

(There are now 29 Food Banks 

operating in the Durham Diocese) 

 
 
 

 

Join us for a time of fellowship and Christmas cheer 
as we gather together again as the Christian Aid 
family in the north east. Saturday, 09 November 
2019 for Saturday 9th November 10:00-12:30 
 
The event will be a time of storytelling, and we'd 
love you all to contribute! Can you bring a Christ-
mas story to tell? It could be joyful, sad or funny. It 
could be the story of a significant Christmas for 
you, or a favourite tale, poem or joke that you al-
ways love to hear at Christmas. 

You'll also hear stories from around the world as we 
share those connected to Christian Aid's Christmas 
Appeal. 
The event is open to all (whether your church is in-
volved in our Christmas Appeal or not). 
We can promise mince pies and hot drinks to warm 
you up, and we'll be finished at 12.30pm, leav-
ing you plenty of time for some Christmas shopping  
and Fenwick's Window! 
 
To book your place, please email  
newcastle@christian-aid.org  
or call us on 0191 228 0115. 

Lanchester  Meditation Group 
 

Come along and join us as we 
explore 

 

  Meditation and Mindfulness 
 

All Saints Parish Church 
Durham Road 

 

Weekly Meditation and  
Mindfulness   Drop in. 

 

 
Every Tuesday 11-15am 
In The Chapter House 

 

All Welcome 
30 Minutes of simple meditation 

and  
mindfulness exercises, Coffee and 

 time to chat 
 

Is your elderly neighbour starving? 
 
Do you have any elderly neighbours or relatives 
who are housebound?  Why not pay them a visit?  
Are they looking too thin?  Record numbers of 
pensioners are now being admitted to hospital suf-
fering malnutrition. 
 
NHS digital statistics show that adult hospital ad-
missions with a primary or secondary diagnosis of 
malnutrition has tripled in the past decade. 
 
It is all part of the growing social care crisis, which 
has seen vulnerable people being left to nearly 
starve in their own homes or in care homes, for 
simple want of help.  
 
The charity Age UK warn that many care visits are 
now so rushed that meals can be just dumped in 
front of frail pensioners, without anyone making 
sure they are even able to eat them.   
 
NHS statistics show that in 2017-18, half of pen-
sioners who went to their local council asking for 
help were refused it. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

mailto:newcastle@christian-aid.org


Dates for your Diary  November2019 

November 

Parish Eucharist. 

Meditation and Mindfulness Drop in. 

Centering Prayer. 
Faithworks New Testament Characters. 

Mainly Men Christian Conversation. 

Flower Ladies Coffee Morning. 

Standing Committee. 

Open House. 

Café Church 
Act of Remembrance at The War Memorial. 

Taize Service. 

Julian Meeting. 

Meditation and Mindfulness Drop in. 

Mothers’ Union ‘The Peoples Kitchen’. By Tom 
Baker MBE. 

Soup Lunch. 

Church Wives ‘Medieval Women’- Revd. Ruth 

Crofton. 

Annual Churchyard Tidy up. 

Messy Church ‘Christ the King.’ 
Meditation and Mindfulness Drop in. 

Centering Prayer. 

PCC Meeting. 

Autumn Fayre. 

Parish Eucharist. 
Christmas Fayre 

Meditation and Mindfulness Drop in. 

Church Wives ‘ The Land of Ice and Fire.’ 

Durham University Society of Change Ringing 

Annual Churchyard Tidy up. 

December 

Missing Going to Church? 
 
If you have been used to receiving Holy Communion regularly at church and are now unable 
to do so for whatever reason you may feel that you are missing out on this important aspect 
of our church life. We have a team of people, licensed by the Bishop, whose privilege it is to 
bring the sacrament to people in their own homes. Please contact me and I would be only too 
pleased to make the arrangements for you.  
 
Pam Baggott (01207 520646) 

All Saints Church 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 
23 Humberhill Drive 

Kings Head 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

Chapter House /Church 

Burnhope Comm Centre 
Village Green 

All Saints Church 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 
 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

 

All Saints Churchyard 

Chapter House/Church 
Chapter House 

Upper Vestry 

Chapter House 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 
Burnhope Comm Centre 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

All Saints Church 

St John’s Burnhope 

Sun       3rd 

Tues                5th 

Tues                5th 
Tues                5th 

Tues                5th 

Wed        6th 

Wed        6th 

Thurs              7th 

Thurs       7th 
Sun              10th 

Sun       10th 

Mon               11th 

Tues               12th 

Wed       13th 
 

Thurs     14th 

Thurs     14th 

 

Sat      16th 

Sun      17th 
Tues              19th 

Tues              19th 

Tues       19th 

Sat       23rd 

Sun              24th 
Sun              24th 

Tues     26th 

Thurs    28th 

Sat      30th 

Sat             30th 

10.30 am 

11.15 am 

7.00 pm 
7.30 pm 

7.30 pm 

9.30am 

6.00pm 

11.30am 

6.00 pm 
11.45am 

6.00pm 

2.00 pm 

11.15 am 

7.30pm 
 

12-2.00pm 

7.30pm 

 

9.30am-12 

3-45pm 
11.15 am 

7.00 pm 

7.00pm 

9.30-11.30 

10.30 am 
2.00 pm 

11.15 am 

7.30.pm 

2.00 pm 

9.30-12 

Sun                 1st 

Tues                 3rd 

Thurs        5th 
Thurs              5th 

Wed       11th 

6.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

11.30 am 
7.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Churches Together Advent Service. 

Churches Together AGM. 

Christmas Open House. 
Music Group/EP School Christmas Concert. 

Mothers’ Union Advent Service 

All Saints RC Church 

Chapter House 

Chapter House/Church 
All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

The odd nap is good for your heart 
If you are longing for a nap, go ahead.  A recent study has found that people who enjoy a small number of 
daytime naps a week have only half the risk of life-threatening events such as heart attack or stroke. 
Researchers say that the reason may be because napping relieves stress, and thus aids cardiovascular health.   
But the team at University Hospital Lausanne also found that there 
should be a limit to napping.  Once or twice a week for between five 
and 60 minutes is good; beyond this, beware.  If you need to nap more 
often than that, it may be that you have underlying health problems and 
should see a doctor. 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 

 

 
Image of the Invisible:  daily Bible 
readings from Advent to Epiphany 
By Amy Scott Robinson, BRF, £8.99 
 
As we look towards celebrating the incarnation at 
Christmas, we consider how God chose to express 
Himself, in a moment in history, as a tiny baby. 
But what other images describe God in the Bible, 
and what can we learn about his character through 
them? How does an invisible God reveal Himself 
to us in scripture and in Jesus? Amy Scott 
Robinson, a poet and storyteller, answers this 
question with imagination and a close reading of 
the text. 

Smile Lines 

God’s Good Economy – doing economic 
justice in today’s world 
By Andrew Hartropp, IVP, £12.99 
 
‘The earth is the Lord’s’ (Ps.24:1). God states that 
He is the rightful owner of the earth and every-
thing in it. God wants people to enjoy material 
things – but God must be the centre of our lives. 
 
Christ’s radical call to his followers includes the 
call to let Him drive our economic and business 
life. This means letting God’s justice rule all our 
economic relationships: treating people rightly; a 
constant seeking of justice for, especially, the poor 
and needy; working so that all participate in God’s 
blessings, including material blessings. 
 
Andrew Hartropp looks at how Christ’s followers 
are to do justice in our economic relationships: as 
individuals, as households, in the workplace and as 
church communities. 
 
He then goes on to consider how Jesus’s disciples 
can do justice in and through secular institutions, 
including companies and firms, banks and other 
financial institutions, then government institutions, 
and then in the international/global context. 
 
The epilogue is on the glorious vision of God’s 
everlasting kingdom, which both drives us and al-
so keeps our efforts now in proper perspective.   

 

We call this life, that is life’s preparation; 
We call this life, a little time of tears; 
But thank you God for this designed creation, 
A few short years?                                         
By Douglas Malloch 

Listen to the news on radio 

or tv and pray specifically 

for a person or situation in 

the headlines. 

 

Peace 
 
On the eleventh day of the eleventh month 
The guns had ceased and peace had come, 
Another war with so much loss 
As brave men fought and victories won. 
 
We honour those who gave their lives 
And took up arms against the foe, 
Not knowing if they would return 
But faithful to the call to go. 
 
Battles rage throughout the earth, 
It seems that wars will never cease 
Until the day that Christ returns - 
And only then will there be peace. 
 
The Prince of Peace, Emmanuel  
Will come to end this world of strife 
And as He brings His kingdom in 
He’ll usher in eternal life. 
 

By Megan Carter 
 

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/content/pp-jul16-cartoon-vicar-angling


DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2HX 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 




