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‘Season

of mists and mellow
fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the
maturing sun….’
John Keats was right.
Autumn is a nostalgic season,
a time for revelling in the
vibrant colours of the foliage,
for enjoying the fruits of the earth, and yet for taking
a softly melancholic pleasure in the drifts of leaves as
they fall, in the mist rising from the river in the early
dawn, in comfort food and the blaze of a fire in the
hearth. Autumn is the season for remembering the
glories of spring and summer as they gently fade to
the monochrome of winter.
Autumn is a season of remembering for the church,
too. Beginning with the harvest, we give thanks for
God’s remembering of his people and his abundant
provision for us. With the end of October comes All
Hallows’ Tide, the Christian vigil of Hallow’een
blending into the great Feasts of All Saints, our
patronal, and All Souls, when we remember and give
thanks for the Holy Souls held in God’s glorious
love. Hard on the heels of All Souls comes
Remembrance day and the Commemoration of those
who have died in war; and all of a sudden we are in
Advent, when we remember the great sweep of the
salvation story as we wait for the coming of our king.
But this year, as with most other things, our
remembering will be very different. Restrictions
mean that we cannot meet in numbers to share our
memories, but the losses of this year make it even
more important to share both our sadness and our joy.
So on Hallow’een I hope that our children will make
a path of light through the village with their
pumpkins- a path of hope that helps us to remember
that Jesus is the light of the world.
On All Saints day we will celebrate our Patronal
festival in church, remembering all the saints in light
and joining our prayers with theirs On All Souls day
there will be a very special service in church to
remind us of all those we have loved and lost, if only
for a little while. Outside church you will find a
memory tree, where you will be able to hang a ribbon
or a prayer leaf in thanks for the love you shared with
those who have gone to God, and there will be an all age Rememberance Prayer Trail through the
churchyard.
Churches together will still meet on Remembrance
Sunday, in a stripped back act of Remembrance at the
memorial on the Village Green. Look out for further

details on notice boards, posters, and social media.
As for Advent? Have a look at our plea for volunteers for our Advent Windows project in this magazine.
Ultimately this is a period of reflection, of memories and of thanksgiving. Like the season, it can feel
full of the gentle melancholy found in Keats’ ‘Ode
to Autumn’, full of regret for the passing of time,
full of sadness as we count our losses. But, even this
year, it is also a time of joy and celebration. In our
COVID-dominated world, a world where the rules
shift and change from day to day and nothing is certain, it is good to be reminded that there is life beyond ourselves, and an unbroken chain of Christian
witness marked by the stories of all the saints down
the centuries. Sometimes we need to stop and reflect, to remember that there is more to life than this
present moment, that things will change and that we
will in time see a new creation and the perfection of
all things. And until then, we simply need to share
the joys and sorrows of our common humanity with
one another, and to look forward in hope for the
birth of a child who will change the world.
In Christ,

Lesley
Sending
As it was in the beginning
Sending Lord,
Of your Son and your Spirit,
Of your people through generations,
Now, Lord, you send us
To where you already are,
Love-links
To the margins and the mainstream,
To the visible and the hidden needs
Of those in darkness.
As it was in the beginning Lord,
Speak the light
Of your word of truth.
Jesus,
Sent and sending,
Life and Light,
Switch us on
In the power of your Spirit,
That, sent, we might shine your presence
And bring glory to the Father
And to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit.
Part of your mission
As it was in the beginning.
By Daphne Kitching

Pauline’s Reflection
What does it mean when goodness fails?
What does it mean when there is only horror?
What does it mean when God is silent?
The most obvious story of the horror of a safe and comfortable world collapsing around someone is Job, and yet in spite of
all he says of God “I know that my Redeemer lives”. For us as Christians that phrase immediately makes us think of Jesus, but when Job was written, 3,000 years ago, the redeemer was a family member - the go’el - the one who would stand
security for you; someone you could rely on to support you through thick and thin. Job, after all he has been through, is
using those words about God. To him God is not just a distant deity to be worshipped - God is the closest family member;
the one he can depend on. In Job’s day people believed that if you had God’s favour then nothing bad would happen to
you. (There are still many people who think this.) But God himself praised Job for his righteousness - and yet his tale is
shocking. Why do the good suffer?
On the 11th day of November we commemorate the end of WWI, the Great War, the “War to end all Wars”. It is over a
hundred years since the end of that dreadful slaughter and yet conflict between nations still rages. At this moment more
than 40 wars are being waged around God’s world. 10 of them would be termed major ones - wars with huge political and
human consequences, though all of them are major ones to those caught up in them. Men and women, and increasingly
children, are drawn into cruel conflict.
WWI stood out as the first war to involve all of Europe and brought home to people what the poet WIlfrid Owen called
“The Pity of War”. The slaughter was unprecedented: thousands of men dying in an hour over a yard of mud; bombardments in France so fierce that they could be heard across the channel in England. People swore there would be no more
war - and yet, within a generation, an even more terrible war broke out; one where a whole nation was drawn into a vicious insanity, and dragged others down into that terrible pit with it, in an attempt to annihilate an entire race of people. The suffering was beyond comprehension. It destroyed bodies and corrupted souls.
And where, in the unspeakable horror of war, is God? If God exists, why this dreadful silence? The existence of evil and
suffering is always seized upon by atheists and critics of religion as decisive and unanswerable argument against the existence of a loving God. Job wanted to know why. He demanded that God face him in a court of law, but he only learned
that there isn’t an explanation or justification. Nothing makes the Sommes or the concentration camps “worth it”. They
are not justifiable because they are unintelligible. Any world that could justify Auschwitz, or understand it, would be a
world where Satan had won. We can identify evil and suffering because we can see they are not right, but we can’t and
shouldn’t try, to rationalise them.
But if there are no reasons or justifications, what are we left with? I think, with God’s actual response to the human condition - Jesus Christ.
The Bible never avoids deep anguish. We don’t skip over the cross to get triumphantly and quickly to a joyful resurrection. God doesn’t give us a glib theory, but responds in a person - Jesus. Christ’s horrific and unjust death doesn’t have
the last word. It might not be the answer or response we want or expect to the experience of evil , but Jesus isn’t exactly
the Messiah that anyone wanted or expected. This divine response to the human condition - God taking on flesh and saying, “I feel it too.” - is God’s way of keeping open the flow of love to us even in the darkest hour; a love which answers
death with life, despair with hope, grief with consolation, darkness with light - crucifixion with resurrection.
So to those who ask “Where is God in war”, I’ll say, God is present on and off the battlefield, suffering and grieving with
those who suffer and grieve. God is there, pouring out strength and comfort and feeling every pain. God is there in every
act of goodness - in the compassion of a boy cradling the head of a dying horse; the soldier giving his last drop of water to
an injured enemy; in Janusz Korczak and Stefania Wilczyska refusing to desert the orphaned children in their care and
instead dying with them in Treblinka.
God is in the courage; the medics dodging bullets and clambering over corpses to bring back the living; the men and women who risk their own lives to help and hide those in danger; in Maximilian Kolbe giving his own life in place of another
in Auschwitz. God is in the caring: in the doctors, surgeons, psychiatrists, therapists and nurses who work to put back
together damaged bodies and minds.
God is in the suffering and God is in the forgiveness. The barbarity of war is beyond most of our imagining, so surely it
must be beyond forgiveness? Eric Lomax - the “Railway Man” - was brutally abused by the Japanese. For many years he
suffered nightmares and was filled with understandable bitterness until he met, and finally forgave and befriended one of
his tormentors. Both men were released from the horror of the past.
When we honour those who offered their health and lives for their country, and remember those innocents caught up in
conflict, we remember Jesus experienced the isolating grief of great suffering on the cross. In his life and death and resurrection is an assurance that God is always with us, especially when we suffer, because it is in the most intense suffering
that God is fully present. God does not cause suffering, but shoulders it for us.
When the theologian Nicholas Wolterstorff, lost his son he said “I shall look at the world through tears. Perhaps I shall
see things that dry-eyed I could not see”. Sometimes, to see what’s important we have to look through the prism of our
tears, whether those tears are for ourselves or for the world. Through them we will see, with our own eyes, God at our
side, in whatever form will touch us most, embracing us, upholding us, caring for us . . . and not as a stranger, but as the
one we can rely on, who has the deepest love for us - the Redeemer - the one who will never abandon us.
Our Redeemer lives . . . and our eyes shall behold him, and not as a stranger

Pauline Meek

PARISH REGISTERS
Lanchester and Burnhope

Funerals
October 22nd

Sheila Coppock aged 81

October 22nd

Ellis Johnston aged 86

October 29th

Elaine Ross aged 76

October

Gwen Temperley

(at Burnhope)

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’

Weddings
October 17th

Amy Jane Owens and Gary David Seymour
‘May Gods blessing be upon you in your new lives together’

Home made chutney for sale
Made with home grown tomatoes

One Project in need of volunteers

Lanchester Advent
Windows
Do you have a window you can decorate for
our Advent Windows Trail? The plan is to
‘open’ a new window each day leading up
to Christmas. The decorations will be based
on Christmas carols, and there’ll be an
online post and reflection to match . We
need at least 12 - but as many as 24 windows. We’ll provide the materials - you
provide the
imagination. If you’d like to
be involved let Rev’d Lesley know as soon
as possible.

£2 for standard jar, £2.50 for extra large
All proceeds to church funds
Ring Margaret 521214 or Jen 520498
Happy to deliver in the village

Calling all gardeners!
75 potted perennial plants available
Bergenia, heuchera, achillea, perennial geraniums, gauria, coreopsis, Japanese anemone, ophiopogum (stunning black grass), aquilegia, liatris
and many other varieties.
Call Margaret on 521214 for non contact viewing
within next 2 weeks
Simply access greenhouse through side garden
gate, choose plants from greenhouse and pop
money through the front door. Large pots £2,
small pots £1.

All proceeds to Lanchester Parish Church

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES
Mothers’ Union Lanchester

Remembrance

Our next meeting will be in church on
10th November at 2.0pm and the
December meeting will be Tuesday 8th when we
will have a short Advent service. In this time of new
rules and restrictions it is important to take the
opportunity to meet when we can. If the government
bring in new restrictions and we cannot meet I will
let everyone know. In this time of challenges it is a
blessing to meet and pray together for the Mothers’
Union and for our community.

Rosemary- ( Rosmarinus Officinalus)
“There’s Rosemary, that’s for Remembrance”
William Shakespeare.
Sir Thomas More wrote (in
Olde English)
“As for Rosemarine, I lette it
runne all over my garden
walls, not onlie because my
bees love it, but because it is
the herb sacred to remembrance, and therefore to
friendship”.
As a Christian culture it is
among the holiest of flowers,
associated with the Virgin
Mary and with Christ. Arab
herbalists used it to restore
strength, memory and speech.
The Elizabethans used it to
cure headaches, brain disorders and toothache. It was
included in bunches of aromatic herbs taken into a
court during a trial as a protection against jail fever.
It was also used in sickrooms and hospitals.

Eileen Matthews

1000 Can Challenge Thank You.

Dearest All
Thank you so very much for the food you generously
donated to Consett Food Bank. Your donations added up to 304 Kg. This will keep our vulnerable people fer during the winter months ahead.
May God and His Angels bless you and keep you all
safe.
From the Foodbank in Consett.
(A similar amount was delivered to Annfield Plain
Community Centre on the same day. Their staff posted their grateful thanks on Facebook to Lanchester
for their donation. They posted the photo below.
Editor)

Audrey Newton
2021 Church Diaries
The 2021 Lanchester and Burnhope Church Diaries
are now available. The cover is an attractive shade of
blue; the format is the same as in recent years. The
diaries are at the back of All Saints’ church and at St
John’s church. Please feel free to take one and place
any donation for church funds in the collection plate.

David Baggott

Annual Churchyard Tidy Up
We did not manage due to atrocious weather last
year to carry out our annual Churchyard tidy up. We
hope that this year will be better weatherwise, but
must observe social distancing rules.
We invite anyone who is willing and able to join the
Wardens on Saturday 12th November between 9.30
and 12 noon to help tidy up our Churchyard
Unfortunately due to the restrictions we are unable to
offer refreshments to our volunteers.

Church Flowers
7th October
28th October
4th November

Nancy Walker
Maureen Barker
Mrs Otterburn
Deana Leyland
Brenda Craddock
Brenda Dixon

11th November Mrs Nichol
25th November Mrs Boville

The Wardens

100 Club

Church Wives

The July draw was carried out by
Sue and Rob (socially distant)
on October 23rd

It is so strange not seeing you all
But I hope you are all still standing tall!
‘We will get through this’, we are told
And to that promise we have to hold.
Fears without and fears within,
Are with us day by day,
But with God’s help we will survive
So do not forget to pray.
We need prayers ourselves because we are so sad
Losing Elaine and Sheila who belonged to Church Wives.
We thank God for them and the good lives they led
And all the kind words which they have said.
We pray for their families Lord, as their sadness we share
Let them feel your Presence which will always be there.
From Brenda With Love.

The winning numbers are as follows:
26, 85, 66, 73, 114, 04, all prizes of £5

Sue Smith and Olga Walker
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas
Child Shoe boxes.
I have put flat pack shoe boxes and leaflets at the
back of church. Please help yourself to what you
need. The cut off date for the collection is 16th November. Please leave filled boxes at the back of
church or bring to me at 38 Briardene DH7 0QD
I have some boxes and leaflets at home for callers..

Steve
Craddock
Foodbank
Please don't forget those who depend on the foodbank at this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is
not open for you to leave donations at present and
we have liaised with the Foodbank in Consett to see
how we can help. Lanchester donated over a ton of
food in the last year, and many people would struggle without that generosity of spirit.
As it is difficult to collect food for the food bank
we have spoken to them and they are happy for us
to circulate their bank account details if anyone
wants to make money donations on line.
Sort code
40-52-40
Account number 00099102
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made payable to Consett Food 4U, and posted to County
Durham Foodbank, Durham Christian Partnership,
MILE House, Bridge End, Chester le Street, DH3
3RA

THINK FOOD BANK
As a church we are committed to
supporting the Food Bank in Consett
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the
Durham Diocese)

Recently I read again the words of W.H. Davies in his
poem ‘Leisure’, which begins;
‘What is this life if, full of care,
We have not time to stand and stare’
The poem goes on to describe beauties of Nature which
we sometimes are too busy to observe but which are so
beautiful and worth our attention. It struck me that at
the present time of restrictions we have plenty of time
to observe the world around us and contemplate on all
the blessings we have and so in the following I have
meddled with W.H. Davies words and brought it to the
present day.
What is this life if, full of care,
We do have time to stop and stare
Time to observe the changing trees
And beautiful colours of the autumn leaves.
Time to listen to the birds as they cry,
Winging their way across the sky.
Time to ponder as our gardens fade
On the changes below ground being made.
Next year our gardens will be alive again
With all the colour exactly the same.
Time to write a letter for someone to receive
Who will be delighted and perhaps relieved.
Time to lift the phone and have time to talk
For a long time, instead of cutting it short.
Time to do our chores in a leisurely way
Instead of rushing round causing disarray.
Time to sit and really think of all the people we love.
Making sure we pray for them
To our Lord above.
Time to improve our prayer life, as we live every day,
Trying to follow Jesus, every step of the way.
A poor life this is if, full of care,
We do not have time to stop and stare.

Brenda Craddock

Back to school: Charities create tips for
teachers to help young carers
The Children’s Society and Carers Trust have been
helping teachers give more support to young carers, as
they came back to school this autumn.
Research suggests as many as one in five pupils in secondary schools in England are young carers. Because of
the high numbers, the charities, who jointly run the
Young Carers in Schools initiative, have produced a
short, practical guide for school staff to enable them to
help these young people.
During the coronavirus crisis, many young carers have
faced a particularly stressful time. 58% of young carers
aged 12 to 17 reported they were caring on average for
an extra ten hours a week since the start of the pandemic.
Helen Leadbitter, The Children’s Society lead for
Young Carers, said: “For many young carers, lockdown
was a very lonely time, as school was often seen as a
place for them to have a break from caring roles and
seek support from teachers and friends.
“It is vital teachers recognise the signs of a young carer
and understand how best to support their needs.”
The guidance, which has been issued to schools via the
Department for Education (DFE) can also be found at
https://youngcarersinschools.com/covid-19/
Carers
Trust and The Children’s Society are available to offersupport, free of charge.
More info at: www.youngcarersinschools.com

Source The Parish Pump
Churches report rising food bank demand as
a result of pandemic
Nearly 100,000 households sought food aid from the
Trussell Trust’s network of food banks for the first time
earlier this year, as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.
Demand is surging further this autumn, as a result of
the economic fallout from the virus.
The research comes after food banks run or supported
by Church of England churches reported rocketing demand during lockdown with some opening food banks
for the first time while some opened new food banks
after lockdown.
Just two examples:
Hackney Church in East London was distributing parcels with enough food for 1,000 meals a week at start
of lockdown. This figure rose to 8,000 and 9,000 meals
a week in June, after the church opened a second food
bank. It has since served 120,000 meals.
In Co. Durham, the Shildon Alive food bank, founded
by St John’s Church, has seen demand surge by 500
percent during lockdown.

Source The Parish Pump

From The Wardens
The Wardens have strived in these strange times to
support Lesley as she maintains our worship patterns
which given the circumstances have been wonderful.
Our APCM which was held many months late on the
19th October was different but well attended.
Peter Smith has stood down as Warden after several
terms of service. We thank him for his dedication to
the role. Also stepping down as Treasurer is Steve Bailey whose exemplary term in post has ensured stability in tough times. He is succeeded by Jennifer Guy
who has been working with Steve over the past year to
ensure a smooth succession.
The Archdeacon’s visitation this year which was to be
at All Saints, we understand will be at a Zoom meeting.
Doreen Park who is standing
again as Churchwarden at
Burnhope I am sure you are
all aware walked the 8 miles
from Burnhope to Durham to
raise money for her beloved
Church. She has raised
£2,390 and was the star of
Facebook for the morning. She wishes to thank all
who gave so generously. Well done Doreen.
Another star in our midst is Margaret Walters who has
made £2,067 to date from the sale of face masks.
Along with Jen Smith on sales they are a formidable
team. A reminder we still have our Old Gold collection at the back of Church.
We are currently preparing for our Quinquennial Reports for both Churches and are looking to make arrangements to meet the Architect in the near future.
We are looking to arrange a Churchyard clean date
12th November (weather permitting) and hope anyone
who is able will join us to help. We would also like to
arrange a similar morning to clean the Churchyard at
St Johns.
We hope also to replace the signs to both Churches
soon this has been on hold until our worship pattern
has been re-established.

Rob Matthews for The Wardens
And to raise a smile
Family tree
At a drinks party at a
wealthy golf club, the conversation turned to the subject of ancestry. “Of course, we trace our family back
to coming over with William the Conqueror,” observed one lady with satisfaction. She turned to a second woman, who was new to the club, and asked,
“What about you dear? Can you go back very far?”
“Not very far,” came the reply. “You see, all the early
family records were lost in the Flood.”

Do the Bible and Science contradict each
other?
For the Christian, the Bible is God’s word to us; it
tells us about His character and creative purposes, how
He has related to people in the past, and His promises
for the future. Science is a specific way of studying
the world, exploring the physical properties of things –
a wonderful way to explore God’s creation. So, the
question to ask if the Bible and Science seem to be
contradicting each other is, have we made a mistake in
interpreting one or the other?
Science is very good at answering certain types of
questions: ‘What size is it?’, ‘How fast does it travel?’, ‘What is it made of?’, and so on. Questions like
‘What’s it for?’, ‘What should I do with it?’, and
‘What’s it worth?’ can’t be answered using scientific
methods. Some of the misunderstanding in discussions of
science and religion come
from not recognising the limits of science.
It’s also important to recognise what the Bible is, and
what sorts of questions it can
answer. The Bible was written well before people began
to investigate the world in
ways we would recognise as
scientific. Of course, people
in the Ancient Near East were studying the world
around them, observing the movements of the stars,
the processes of life and death that happened all
around them, the seasons, the behaviour of physical
objects, and so on. But they did not study the mechanisms underlying these things systematically using the
tools of science, and they did not see or describe the
world in scientific terms – not because they weren’t
intelligent, but because science as we know it wasn’t
happening at that time.
Instead, the biblical writers used words that were commonly used in their own cultures to record events,
share truth and wisdom, and tell stories that convey
deep truth about God’s character. If we want to understand God’s intention in inspiring these words, we
need to do some careful work to connect with those
ancient writers and find out what they meant, before
we can discover what those words mean to us today.
These principles can help us have far more fruitful
conversations about science and Christian faith. If we
allow any apparent conflict between Science and the
Bible to fuel our search for understanding, not only
will we learn as individuals, but we will be able to
draw others into a conversation that is relevant to wider society today.

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz,

Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion Cambridge

One in five of us suffer depression
The pandemic has doubled our rates of depression.
Now one in five adults are struggling with the symptoms. And yet the peak of the Covid-19 mental health
crisis is ‘yet to come’, according to NHS bosses.
In June the Office for National Statistics released data
showing that 19.2 percent of adults were experiencing
some form of depression. This figure had almost doubled, from around one in 10 (9.7 per cent), before the
pandemic. But NHS bosses warn that up to half a million more patients are expected to enter the system in
coming months.
Those most vulnerable to depression are women aged
16 to 29 who are unable to afford an unexpected expense, or who are disabled.
A spokeswoman for Mind, the mental health charity,
says, “It’s crucial that mental health is put at the centre of the government’s ongoing recovery plans.”
A report from the NHS Confederation echoes this,
saying that mental health bodies will need “intensive
support and investment.”

Source The Parish Pump

Fruit of the Spirit
(Gal 5:22,23, Ps 34:8)
Opportunities
To ripen your fruit in our lives,
Lord, give us opportunities.
To grow in your Spirit,
Know your warmth
And your light,
Allow the segments of
Self-control, gentleness,
Faithfulness, goodness,
Kindness, patience, peace and joy
To be lubricated and sweetened
By love,
Showing the world
Your nature transforming
Our natures,
In the fruit bowl of our lives
In Jesus.
Lord give opportunities
For the hungry to taste
Your ripening fruit in us,
See that you are good
And come to you.

Daphne Kitching

From the Archives
An extract from the Parish Magazine dated
November 1898
My dear Friends
The first thing that we have to chronicle as having
occurred since last we went to press is the great event of
the year in Lanchester, the Harvest Home. As is our
custom we selected the time when the moon should be
shining, and once more we were greatly favoured by the
weather, the sun shining so brilliantly all the day that one
could imagine it was June instead of the middle of
September. Tea began, as hitherto, at 4 o’clock in the
afternoon, and it was not until 6-30 that the last comers
had been satisfied; it was calculated that rather more than
420 sat down to tea, and on all hands there was a very
strong feeling of satisfaction with the good things that
had been provided, one decided improvement being that
of the unfailing supply of boiling water produced by Mr.
Sinton’s portable boiler which was placed in the
Schoolyard. The undertaking proved an unqualified
success and my warmest thanks are due to all those who
so willingly assisted in achieving such great things. The
tea over, crowds of people were seen wending their way
to the Church for the Thanksgiving Service. The
Preacher was the Principal of Bede College. The Rev.
G.H.S. Walpole, who took the subject of a very excellent
and highly appreciated address, the healing of ten men
that were lepers; the hymns and anthem were splendidly
rendered by the Choir, the Service concluding with the
Te Deum, Doxology, and Vesper.
The Church decorations were more beautiful than ever;
abundance of corn, fruit, and flowers were sent to the
Church from halls, farms, and cottages; all gifts, great
and small, were gratefully welcomed, while the number
of those who so kindly gave their services for the
beautifying of the Church was greater than usual. The
Services were continued on the following Sunday, when
the Vicar preached morning and evening, the
congregation eclipsing even that of last year in point of
numbers, and still there were some people who could not
gain admission. A further supply of flowers added a
freshness to the decorations, and the Choir again
acquitted themselves admirably, and one felt quite sorry
when the simply grand Service of Praise and
Thanksgiving was brought to a close in the evening.
It has been decided to take down the Chancel ceiling in
the spring of next year and to this object the sum of 20
guineas was voted by the Tea Committee at a meeting
held on September 28th.
The following cuttings are taken from the “Consett
Guardian”, the original notice referred in the first cutting
being called forth by the fact that a certain donkey has
been allowed for some time past to find a living on the
village green.
The members of the Lanchester Parish Council have
jumped into fame at one bound. The famous
announcement that appeared one Sunday evening upon
the notice board on the village green, setting forth that

No donkeys were allowed on the green except the
Parish Councillors, was copied into newspapers all
over the kingdom, with the result that thousands of
people have been talking about Lanchester and its
Parish Councillors who were assuredly unaware,
until a week or two since that such a place existed.
A very interesting event took place at Lanchester on
Saturday, viz., the opening of the Men’s Club and
Reading Room. Mr. J.J. Sinton, with commendable
enterprise, has recently erected a very fine commodious hall, and it is in rooms attached to this building that the club has its home. There is a room set
apart for reading, and another exclusively for games
and smoking, we are glad to learn that the club is
strictly unsectarian. Judge Greenwell performed the
opening ceremony. On Monday, October 10th, we
were startled to hear of an outbreak of scarletina in
the village, some eight or ten cases having been notified to Dr. Wilson during the week, but by the end
of the week there were no fresh cases to report, several people very wisely and considerately having
allowed their children to be removed to the Langley
Hospital, where they are progressing satisfactorily,
and receiving every kindness and attention from the
Matron and Officials. The cause of the outbreak
cannot be explained, but it has been most unwarrantably attributed to the School, owing to the supposed “disgraceful condition of the offices”. Now
supposing such a “disgraceful” state of things did
exist, I am not at all sure that scarlet fever can be for
certain traceable to such a source, but I am glad to
be able to assert beyond all contradiction, that such
is not the case, and to confirm my statement, I have
the certificate of Dr. Wilson, our Medical Officer of
Health, and also of Mr. Lupton, the Sanitary Inspector to the effect that as far as the School is concerned, there is not the slightest foundation for the
unfair report. There is no epidemic so far, and consequently the School has not been closed, for in doing so we should have been encouraging the spread
of the disease by allowing the children to be mixing
together promiscuously. Whereas, if they are kept in
School, except of course from infected houses, there
is but little chance of their holding intercourse with
each other; this is the decided and sensible view
adopted by Dr. Wilson . GEORGE JEPSON Vicar and
Surrogate.

Peter Smith
Facemasks still for sale
Minimum donation £1 each
Christmas specials £2 each
Various fabrics

All proceeds to church funds
Ring Margaret 521214 or Jen 520498
Happy to deliver in the village

LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL
I am writing this whilst looking out of my office window at some of the most beautiful scenery possible.
Autumn is a wonderful season and I just love all the differing colours and shades of green and yellow. It
makes me realise how fortunate we are to live and work in such a super area!
We break up for the October half term on Friday after a very fraught and challenging half term. It has been
wonderful to welcome back the children to a happy, busy and active school. Welcoming them all into the
building every day is a huge privilege as our children come running into school happy, enthusiastic and it is
just lovely to hear their excited voices and laughter every day. Equally, in a world where working from
home has become the norm for so many people, it is lovely for us to see so many parents on a daily basis as
well as enjoy the fellowship of our staff team every day – we do work in a very privileged profession at the
moment.
However, this half term has not been without its challenges. We have had 3 positive cases in children this
half term resulting in Years 2, 3 & 5 all self-isolating for a period of time. Home learning has become a regular occurrence during this pandemic and we are fortunate that our parents are so supportive to me, supporting their children. We have 3 Zoom lessons a day and set their independent work on our learning platform
so it can be completed, uploaded and marked by the teacher the same day. We are fortunate to have some
very strong and established digital systems in place which has made this transition quite seamless for our
children and families.
I am pleased to say that all children and families are now fully recovered and back
As always, the support from Lesley has been superb – she has been a great support to both myself and the
school during these turbulent times. She has led our Harvest Worship this week via Zoom, is ‘meeting’ our
Year 1 children this week (virtually) to talk about our community and belonging as part of their R.E. curriculum and is also leading our Worship on the final day of the half term. We really appreciate her time and
constant support.
As we do approach the half-term break, I can only thank our wonderful staff team for their continued dedication and the sterling work they do for our children and families. Life is a challenge for us all at the moment and yet the positivity and commitment from our staff is just first class.
We all send our love and best wishes to you all. Please look out for our pumpkins which we will be displaying outside our school as part of the Festival of Light.

Mrs Jane Davis
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School

Zoom Zoom Zoom!
The pandemic is leaving a “lasting digital legacy”, and changing the UK’s internet habits and behaviour
“indelibly”. So says a recent Ofcom study.
Since March we have broken the four-hour barrier, which means that, on average, we spend more than a
quarter of our waking hours each day online. That is up from an average of three hours and 29 minutes this
time last year.
Zoom has soared in popularity. Last December it reached 498,000 people in the UK; by April this had
soared to 13million in the UK.
TikTok, which lets users share short videos set to pop music, had 5.4 million UK users in January; by April
it had 12.9million users.
In February, 35 per cent of UK adults made a video call once a week. By April that had soared to 71 per
cent. The largest increase has been among the over-65s, with now 61 per cent of
them making weekly video calls.
Older people favour Zoom, in order to ‘visit’ their relatives and friends; while
many teenagers have become addicted to TikTok and endless videos.

Source The Parish Pump

Dates for your Diary November 2020
Sun
Sun
Mon
Wed
Wed
Sun
Sun
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Sun
Sun
Wed
Sun
Sun
Wed
Sun

1st
1st
2nd
4th
4th
8th
8th

9.15 am
10.30 am
7.00 pm
9.45 am
7.00 pm
10.45 am
11.00am

St Johns Church
All Saints Church
All Saints Church
All Saints Church
Via ZOOM
Village Green
All Saints Church

10th
11th
12th
15th
15th
18th
22nd
22nd
25th
29th

2.00 pm
9.45 am
6.00 pm
9.15 am
10.30 am
9.45 am
9.15 am
10.30 am
9.45am
10.30 am

All Saints Church
All Saints Church
Burnhope Comm Cntre
St Johns Church
All Saints Church
All Saints Church
St Johns Church
All Saints Church
All Saints Church
All Saints Church

Said Eucharist.
Patronal Festival Eucharist.
All Souls Service
Holy Communion.
PCC Meeting.
Act of Remembrance.
Continuation Service after Act of Remembrance
Mothers’ Union
Holy Communion.
Café Church.
Said Eucharist.
Parish Eucharist.
Holy Communion.
Service of the Word.
Service of the Word.
Holy Communion
Advent Sunday. Joint Eucharist

Reflected Faith Series: Welcome to All!
As I write this, the majority of churches (in the UK) are holding services again in their church buildings or
wherever they normally worship together. But things are looking somewhat different.
In my local church you need to ring a Churchwarden to book a place to
come to Sunday or mid-week worship. So far, no-one’s been turned
down or away at the door for not booking.
People are being told where to sit, rather than choosing their favourite
spot, so the two-metre gap is maintained.
And, in most services, face masks are required.
So how does all this affect our ‘worship’?
There are two key elements to gathered worship for me.
My first is that the welcome is for everyone, regardless of how they
look, or dress, their faith or their behaviour.
Many years ago I recall being on a caravan holiday with my Primaryaged children in Scotland. There was to be a raft race and fun by the river, starting immediately after the church service, so we dressed appropriately for a messy time! I was in a fluorescent pink tee-shirt and
matching striped summer trousers (they were wow at the time!).
Although we had never been there before and knew no-one, you would have thought we were royalty
from the way the congregation treated us. It was wonderful.
We’d come home. We were family. The Christian family.
Brothers and sisters in Christ.
Co-heirs with Jesus.
It’s part of our job as Christians to be welcoming. There’s no one specific person or role for this. It’s down
to all of us.
This month: Have a think about how you can express a welcome to the others in your congregation where
you worship. Perhaps turn that around and think about how you would be encouraged and welcomed. Would that work for others?
I know it’s a tough one if your smile is covered by a mask and you can’t shake hands or hug. But what
could you do?
Also, as you think about the essentials of gathered worship, ask yourself the question –
What else would be an essential for me? There’s no single right answer, but it’s worth thinking and worth
talking to others about.

The Revd Dr Jo White

5 Damascus disciple who, at God’s command,
restored the sight of the blinded Saul of Tarsus
(Acts 9:12) (7)
6 and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11)
(5) and their gait (Joel 2:4) (6)
7 A three (anag.) (6)
9 Athenian council addressed memorably by
Paul (Acts 17:22) (9)
13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)
14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)
15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)
16 See 6 Down (6)
18 Paste (anag.) (5)
20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described
(Isaiah 2:13) (5)

Poppy Appeal 2020

1 Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount
Carmel and filled it with water (1 Kings 18:32) (6)
2 ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7)
3 Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation
(5)

Answers

Down

Source The Parish Pump

ACROSS: 1, Thanks. 4, Banner. 8, Esher. 9, Azariah. 10, Compare. 11, Ishma. 12, Doorposts. 17,
Oaths. 19, Galatia. 21, Papyrus. 22, Frail. 23, Listen. 24, Hyssop.

1 ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when He had
given — , he broke it’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (6)
4 ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall, and His —
over me is love’ (Song of Songs 2:4) (6)
8 Surrey town that hosts the National Christian
Resources Exhibition (5)
9 Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)
10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)
11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)
12 A part of the temple where the blood of a
young bull was to be smeared (Ezekiel 45:19) (9)
17 ‘They make many promises, take false — and
make agreements’ (Hosea 10:4) (5)
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after
evangelizing it on his first missionary journey
(Acts 16:6) (7)
21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket
(Exodus 2:3) (7)
22 ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find
thee to fail’ (5)
23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the
sheep — to his voice’ (John10:3) (6)
24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given
to Christ on the cross (John 19:29) (6)

DOWN: 1, Trench. 2, Ashamed. 3, Karma. 5, Ananias. 6, Neigh. 7, Reheat. 9, Areopagus. 13, Observe. 14, Satraps. 15, Compel. 16, Gallop. 18,
Tapes. 20, Lofty.

Across

Look out for the Poppy Appeal again this year, but
not so much via street collections. Instead, the Royal
British Legion will focus on contactless donations, as
a safer way forward during the pandemic.
One such method will be ‘point of sale donations’.
This means that when you shop at your supermarket
and reach the till or online, you may be invited to
round up your total to the nearest pound to help the
Poppy Appeal.
A spokesman for the Royal British Legion said: “The
Poppy Appeal 2020 is very much still going ahead”,
but that “the safety and wellbeing of our volunteers,
staff and members is paramount”.
This means that collectors who fall into the vulnerable category have been advised “not to take part in
activity on behalf of the Poppy Appeal that would
expose them to any additional risks while coronavirus is still present.”
And yet the need is still huge: “Members of the
Armed Forces Community are suffering significant
hardship as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak and we
at the Royal British Legion will do everything we
possibly can to support them.”

Book Reviews
Frequencies of God – Walking Through Advent
with R S Thomas
By Carys Walsh, Canterbury Press, £12.99
With the season of Advent, the coming of Christ is
imminent. It is a season of preparation and hope
for the arrival of God-with-us in the Incarnation.
R. S. Thomas, a poet of waiting and anticipation,
can be a profound guide for this season. His
spiritual and poetic trajectory of discovering the
presence of God - divine 'frequencies' - even in
apparent absence, can help lead us into an Advent
landscape of surrender, open-hearted discovery,
epiphany and encounter.
This collection of 28 reflections on Thomas's
poetry travels through the season, and follows a
Carmelite pattern of waiting, accepting, journeying
and birthing

Prayer Tip for the Month
Imagine Jesus sitting with
you, asking you very gently
and lovingly “What are you
looking for today? What
would you like me to do for
you?”

Smile Lines

Come Let Us Adore Him – a Daily Advent Devotional
By Paul David Tripp, Crossway/10ofThose,
£4.99

Every time the Christmas season comes around, we
look forward to putting up a tree, giving and receiving gifts, and participating in other traditions that
make this wonderful time of year so special. But
sometimes the most significant aspect of the season—focusing on the coming of Jesus—grows old
and familiar.
Here Paul Tripp seeks to reawaken our awe during
Christmastime. Each day begins with a compelling,
gospel-centred thought followed by an extended
meditation for the day. Each of the 31 devotions
also includes a Scripture reading and notes for parents and children, equipping us to do the one thing
that matters most each December—celebrate Jesus.
What Good is God? – Crises, faith and resilience
By Roger Abbott and Robert White FRS, Monarch, £9.99
The world’s natural disasters are increasingly impacting upon our lives. This book explores how we
might respond practically and faithfully to such
tragedies.
The perspectives of survivors, responders, and academics are brought together, providing a multilayered and compassionate examination of a difficult subject. Making sense of earthquakes, tsunamis, and pandemics, is not easy, but readers may
find this book an inspiring resource for thought,

The Promise of Advent
Stir up our hearts, we beseech you,
to prepare ourselves to receive your Son.
When He comes and knocks, may He find us
not sleeping in sin,
But awake to righteousness,
Ceaselessly rejoicing in His love.
May our hearts and minds be so purified,
That we may be ready to receive His promise of
eternal life.
from The Gelasian Sacramentary, c. 500 (the oldest official
prayer book of the Western
Church)

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day
Free deodorising with all cleans
Rug and mattress cleaning
Fire and flood restoration

Mark Armstrong 07968926687
eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk

DAVISONS

FOR THE BEST IN FASHION

Front Street, Leadgate

Telephone: 502355

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING
Are you currently struggling with a mental health or
life issue?
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic approaches
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness.

Please contact or visit: Paul Lowe/Counselling
Directory.

Tel: 07598 437 118
The darkest times can bring us to the brightest places.
There is always hope.

Advertising
If anyone wishes to advertise
in the Parish News please contact Stephen Bailey for further
details
Tel: 01207 521884 or
s.bailey489@btinternet.com

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE
biscuits coffee tea
dried fruit chocolate
honey muesli
and much more

Traidcraft
helps small scale producers in
developing countries supports people
to trade out of poverty works to bring
about trade justice
COME AND BUY – PLAY YOUR PART

MSD Building Services Ltd
Gas Boiler Installations
Service & Repair
Landlord Safety Checks
Log and Muti fuel Stoves
24 hour Emergency Callout
Plumbing and Drainage
Kitchens and Bathrooms
Easy access baths and showers
Garage and Loft conversions
Fully Insured, Time Served
Family Run Local business

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES
PUNCTURE REPAIRS
WHEEL BALANCING

Office 01207 521604
Mobile 07939672948
mick.msd@sky.com

01207 236200
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN
(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB)

43 Front Street
Langley Park
Durham
DH7 9SA
 (0191) 3863850

Stuart Wright

23 Marshall Terrace
Gilesgate
Durham City
DH1 2HX
 (0191) 386 3850

Funeral Service, Durham
24 Hour Service

● Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas ● Private Chapels of Rest ●
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter
www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk

Country Homes & Gifts
Incorporating

Gallery Coffee Shop
22 Front Street
Lanchester
Tel: (01207) 520383

Peter Dougherty

Kitchen and Bathroom Installations

Free Estimates

Design Service available
01207 570100
07866 203138
mrpdougherty@aol.com

