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Heaven’s Messengers of Love 

 

Do we know them when we see them? 

Heaven’s messengers of love? 

Who are there just when we need them, 

Sent to help by God above. 

Those who help us just by staying, 

Those who sit and hold our hand, 

Those who hold us up by praying, 

Those who simply understand. 

 

When the seas of life are storming 

When we’re overwhelmed by pain 

We don’t notice them transforming 

We don't feel their love sustain. 

When we feel our woes confounding 

When we’re stifled by the strain 

We don’t see our friends surrounding 

Standing by us in the rain. 

 

Yet, despite our bitter blindness 

God is there, and always sends 

Human angels, who with kindness 

Are our true and faithful friends, 

Till the time when, sunshine glowing 

Come the rainbow and the dove 

And the afterlight is showing 

Heaven’s messengers of love. 

 

By Nigel Beeton 

Stephanie Clarke Area Dean writes, 

 

I am about to do new things; now it springs 
forth… (Isaiah 43:19)  
There is something good, something fresh about 
the concept of ‘newness’. Marketing companies 
have worked with this understanding for years as 
they constantly reveal some new or improved 
product. The bible itself talks of new things new 
grain, new wine, new covenant, new creation and a 
new song. The book of Isaiah attests to this theme 
of ‘newness’. God declares through the prophet 
Isaiah that he was going to do something new. It 
was certainly true for Israel back in the days when 
the prophet first penned these words.  Israel was 
languishing through a long exile and the 
Babylonians had held them captive for a number of 
years. Their only hope now lay in God  and a hope 
that God would do something new, and indeed God 
did do something new. God provided a way for 
Israel to return to Jerusalem from exile.   
As we look around at our surroundings today, we 
see that God continues to do new things. Of course, 
new means different, new means change. 
Therefore, when God does something new it means 
He is changing things and that requires our 
participation. We have to be ready and willing but 
holding in tension that this indeed can be 
problematic for some, change is truly difficult. 
Mark Twain summed it up rather well, ‘the only 
person who likes change is a wet baby’. Therefore, 
while the new is exciting for some, the old provides 
comfort and stability for others. 
So my prayers left me with a question; was God 
saying forget the past, which has shaped our 
present and provides comfort and stability for 
many?  No! God was not saying forget the history, 
which has brought us where we are today. 
However, God continues to bring something new in 
order that the past will no longer be the definitive 
standard for measuring God’s activity. God is 
setting new standards, which can be looked back 
on by generations to follow as the definitive 
moment when God was most a work.      
So within God’s ‘newness’ many wonderful 
opportunities arise. We just need to make sure that 
when the smoke clears we are all still standing. We 
are far too important to God to be destroyed by 
change. Without doubt let us reflect on what God 
has already done, but be ready for God’s opening 
of a new door, a new idea or new relationships. We 
have to be both sensitive and willing to His voice,  

alert to His movements and live in expectation. We 
are told in Acts 2:2, after praying and waiting in the 
Upper Room for ten long days, ‘Suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven…’ and the church was 
born; a church that would change the world. When 
God brought Paul out of prison, ‘There was a great 
earthquake… and immediately the doors were 
opened…’ (Acts 16:26). 
God maybe getting ready to open some doors for us 
- so let us make sure we are ready and willing and 
all standing together rejoicing when the smoke 
clears. 

Rev Stephanie Clarke 



For the last fifty- two years there has been an annual ringing trip. In the early years there were two trips May and 

August. I, for one, know how much work is involved in the organization of these trips but the main concern on the day 

is trying to keep everything on schedule!                               

The first ever trip was on May 29th 1967. On the coach that day were 22 ringers,, 9 non ringers, 4 halves and Ken 

Thompson (driver of the coach.) How times change, adults paid 8/- towards the coach, non- ringing children 4/-. It is 

also noted that Harry took along a box just in case there were none supplied in the towers we were ringing and two 

spare bell ropes (nothing like being prepared)! We rang that day at Gainford, noted as having noisy bells, East Witton, 

pigeons in possession of the tower and bells dilapidated. Aysgarth, the bells here were okay, except the homemade 

Sallies caused hilarious laughter and Grinton had a long draught, but were the best bells of the day! It looks to me that 

organizing trips may have been much simpler but still had the same tower problems. 2019 Annual Ringing Trip                  

First of all, we could not have prayed any more than we did for the glorious weather we had for this year’s annual trip, 

on leaving the house I did not even think about taking a jacket!  We were delighted to have Diane Benzie who had 

made the journey down from Montrose just to come on the outing this year. As well as Diane there were one or two 

new faces. We welcome them and hope they enjoyed the day so much they will join us again in the future. We were 

also joined by Claire and Stephen from Benfieldside and Gillian, Kelvin and daughter Emily from Durham, St. 

Oswalds, who came along by car.  

North Yorkshire beckoned us once again and our first ring was in the lovely historic market town of Richmond, situated 

on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales. St Mary's Church houses a ring of 8 bells having been restored a couple of years 

ago in 2017. We last rang here in 2002 and 2010. Everyone had a good ring here a good start to the day’s ringing. Our 

non- ringers always find something to do while we are ringing bells whether it be looking around the churches or going 

off to sample coffee shops etc. Middleham nestles between two rivers. The magnificent Castle has the largest Keep in 

the North of England and a royal heritage that once earned it the title of The Windsor of the North. Middleham 

although a small market town has a rich horse racing heritage, also Georgian and Victorian Tearooms. This was our 

lunch stop and next ring of the day. The church of St.Mary & St.Akelda is a grade 1 listed building and dates back to 

the 13th century. Work has been carried out in the tower to improve the "go" of the bells and work in the ringing 

chamber was still being done while we were there. The bells were certainly an improvement since our last visit in 2017. 

Previously to that, we rang here in 2002 and 2011. Moving on to West Tanfield, a village situated 6miles North of 

Ripon.  

The church of St.Nicholas was our next ring of the day, having rung here only once before in1983 when it was noted 

that it was a slightly odd ringing chamber, approached by a steep flight of narrow stairs and then a descent down 7 

wooden steps.  It has not changed, a rather gloomy ringing chamber on a hot day, windows very high up. One or two  of 

our ringers had problems here with the long draught. ( Meaning the ceiling was high and the ropes had no guide 

mechanism in place, so therefore if your style of ringing is not good your rope flicks out and you struggle to catch it! 

Panic! Wath Juxta Ripon  is a lovely little village, with a tiny church dedicated to St.Mary. It houses a ring of six bells 

and is a ground floor ring. We have rung here twice before 1984 and 2002. One or two had difficulty again with the 

long draught.  

Our last ring of the day was Kirkby Malzeard, again a village in North Yorkshire the church of St.Andrew, a medieval 

church of which the Nave retains much of its 12th Century south wall and its South doorway. A fire in 1908 caused 

severe damage to the roof. We last rang here in 1983. That year we travelled in cars and my eldest daughter Helen was 

only 4 months old. The comment on the six bells then were that they were a very pleasant ring. Nowadays, like so 

many other places, they do not have many ringers, they depend on ringers from Ripon, indeed some maintenance had 

been needed before we visited. It makes us realize how lucky we are at Lanchester to have a regular band. This was our 

final ring of the day, a really good day had by all. The bells somewhat challenging this year but good experience for 

everyone concerned. Everything had gone like clockwork, so I was breathing a sigh of relief once more.  

My thanks go to Craig and Malcolm for organizing ringing at the towers. The raffle was drawn on the coach towards 

Sedgefield, with myself going home with the Microwavable Slippers which appear every year as tradition. Our thanks 

were given to Leo the coach driver for the second year running, nothing is ever too much trouble. On arriving at the 

Dun Cow Inn, in Sedgefield we all sat down once again to enjoy a lovely evening meal. Thank you everyone for 

coming and hope to see you all next year on our outing.  

Olga Walker 



PARISH REGISTERS 
      Lanchester and Burnhope  

Funerals 

13th September Frank Tonks aged 94 years 

23rd September Marian Edith Williams aged 68 years 

 
Wedding   Benjamin Michael Philips Calvin and Jessica Kelly McKay 

Baptisms 

11th August    Alan Junior Lambert (at Burnhope) 

25th August     Teri-Leigh May Eland, Jamie David Hall 

1st September  Fenn Thomas Harrison 
 
8th September        Leo Benjamin Chapman 

8th September  Isabella Elizabeth Burnside (at Burnhope) 

11th September Lynsay Marie Glister 
 
15th September Olivia Mabel Glister, Cassandra  Alice  Glister 

22nd September Theodore James Wallis 
 

‘May  they  rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

                 “We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 

  

Lanchester and Burnhope 
Parish Church 
Autumn Fayre 

Saturday November 23rd 
At 10.00 am—Admission Free 

In All Saints Parish Church 
Refreshments £1.00 

Free drink and treat for Children 
Attractions include  

Grand Raffle, Tombola 
Bottle Tombola 

Homemade cakes and savouries 
Jams, preserves and Ginger Wine 

Hand crafted goods,  
Christmas Decorations  

Wives “Hook a Christmas Bag” and Bran tub 
Traidcraft 

 

I love to wander 
 
I love to wander through the 
woodlands hoary, 
In the soft light of an autum-

nal day, 
When summer gathers up her 
robes of glory, 
 And, like a dream of beauty, 
glides away.    
 

Sarah Helen Whitman 



NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers Union  Lanchester 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 
October 9th at 7.30 pm and will be a talk 
by Mrs Ethel Armstrong M.B.E. entitled N.H.S 
How it was, and How it is now.  
We look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 

Audrey Newton 

  

 
Our meeting was held on 2nd 

September 2019. It being our first meeting after the 
summer break,  we received Home Communion 
from Mrs Park. Arrangements were made for the 
Pie and Pea Supper on Thursday the 10th October.. 
It will be held at 7pm in the Burnhope Community 
Centre.  Please come and enjoy a very pleasant 
evening.  
 

Muriel Molloy 

100 Club    
 
    

              
The winning numbers of the September 
draw all £5 were :-2-31-39-84-136 &144. 
 
 Hazel & I have decided not to continue with the 
100 Club after this year’s final draw. It is 30 years 
since Hazel and I helped by Angela Lee, Ann Sirs 
and Olive Truswell took on running the 100 Club. 
A huge thank you to them. A very special thank 
you to all the members a number of whom have 
been with us from the beginning. Together we 
have contributed a total of £21,693   to  Church 
funds. The final draw will be December 2019. 

 
Eric and Hazel 
 

Church Flowers 

6th October Lorna Berry 

13th October N Walker (Red) 

27th October  M Barker              

 Mothers’ Union St John’s Burnhope 

Deanery Choir 
As announced at the last Deanery Synod meeting, a 
new Deanery Choir is to be formed as part of our 
moving forward together as the Body of Christ in North 
West Durham.  
Please do forward this information to anyone you think 
may be interested, as we don't have a comprehensive 
list of Deanery-wide contacts.  
What's it all about?  
Led by Craig Davies and Andrew Fiddes ,the new choir 
will take a leading role in our collective worship, which 
we hope to make a regular occurrence in the Deanery 
diary.  
This will include Choral Evensong, Ascension Day 
Eucharist, Confirmations, and other special occasions. 
We hope that every parish will get involved in some 
way, and that all of our churches will be willing to host 
Deanery choral services.   
Members don't have to be in their own church choirs to 
be part of the Deanery choir. Ability to read music is 
not compulsory but an advantage, as is the ability to 
learn quickly! Rehearsals won't be every week, but 
there will be at least 2 rehearsals for each service at 
which the choir sings. Members might not even be part 
of your regular congregation but associated with your 
church in some other way; all are welcome to come and 
try it out!  
We propose to introduce a new congregation-friendly 
mass setting specifically for Deanery services, which 
we hope will help solidify and grow our identity as one 
body through music; the new choir will be integral to 
making this happen.  
Dates for your diary:  
Our launch will be the Deanery confirmation service on 
the 20th of October at St James Burnopfield. 
Rehearsals are at 6:30pm on Mondays 30th Sept, 7th & 
14th Oct at All Saints Lanchester. There will also be a 
30 minute warm up on the day at 5:15 pm, service at 
6pm.  
Later in the year, pencilled into the diary is a service of 
Choral Evensong on the 30th of November at 6pm. 
Date, time and venue still TBC, but would potential 
choir members please keep that and the following 
rehearsal dates clear (18th & 25th November). 
In 2020 we are planning to hold a Deanery celebration 
for Candlemas on Sunday 2nd February; details TBC, 
but please pencil it into your diary plus the preceding 
two Monday evenings for rehearsals.  
We look forward to getting the ball rolling with this 
new chapter in the musical life of Lanchester Deanery, 
and to welcoming lots of you at our first rehearsal on 
Monday 30th September.  
Please contact lanchesterdeanerychoir@gmail.com to 
make your interest known, and for any queries. If you 
don't have email you can contact Craig on 07894 
515112 or Andrew on 07743169588.   
 
Yours in Christ,  
 

Andrew Fiddes & Craig Davies 
 

mailto:lanchesterdeanerychoir@gmail.com


Lanchester and Burnhope Diaries 2020 
 
Copies of the 2020 Lanchester and Burnhope 
Church Diary, in an attractive new colour, are 
now available at the back of the church. Dona-
tions are requested for church funds. Please leave 

these in the container provided . 
 
David Baggott 

Men’s Forum 

 
The next meeting will be our Christmas meal on 
2nd December at 7.30 pm  and as usual will be held 
at the Hobson Golf Club and organised by  
Roy Beckwith 01207 270773 

Details will appear on the pew sheet and in 

subsequent issues of the Parish Magazine 

 

 

 

Pie and Peas Supper 
 

Thursday 10th October  at 7pm 
In the Burnhope  

Community Centre 
 

£2.50 
 

Raffle £1 a strip 
Prize Bingo £1 a book of 6 games 

 
All Welcome 

  Church Wives 
 

It was good to see everyone after our summer 
break 

And to see the programme Gladys has worked hard 
to make. 

Every year she finds good topics for us to enjoy, 
With excellent speakers who bring us joy. 
On October 10th we will welcome Susan 

A lovely lady, with excellent skills. 
She will demonstrate crafts and then you will see,  
What a talented person she has turned out to be. 

It is an evening I would not like you to miss 
So I do hope you will remember this. 

On October 24th Andrew Clarke is coming our 
way. 

Who will share with us, life in the 60 and 70’s day. 
We always welcome visitors to any of our 

meetings, 
And you can be sure of a very warm greeting 

 

Brenda Craddock 

 

York Shopping Trip 
 
The Christmas Shopping Trip 
to York, which has proved 
very popular, is on November 
30th, picking up from the green 
at 8.30am. I have had to order 
the bigger bus now so there 
are seats left. If you would like 
to join us for the trip, please 
ring me, Brenda on 520749. The cost of the bus 
will be £15, which is a good price for the distance. 
Anyone is welcome on board! The more the 
merrier! 

 
Brenda Craddock 

On sale now, Advent Calendars and a selection of 

Christmas cards.If you require a quantity of the 

same card orders will be taken. New catalogues 

will be available shortly and orders can be taken 

for any item you require. I thank you for your 

continued support for the work of Traidcraft. 

Olga Walker 

Hazel’s Ginger Wine 
 
We are pleased to announce that following 
great effort and persistence by Hazel and 
Eric sufficient essence has been obtained 
to assure that Hazel’s Amazing Ginger 
Wine will be available at the upcoming 
Autumn Fayre. Due to the rise in cost of 
the essence the cost of a bottle will be £4 
 
Hazel Gaskill 



FUTURE EVENTS 

 
Do come and join us 

 for lunch 

11.30-1pm 
  

Thursday 
3rd October 
 Thursday 

7th November 
 

Prayers in Church at 12.45pm  
Church open for Private Prayer 

from 11.30 onwards 

All Welcome  

Julian  

Prayer  
Meetings 
2pm in the  
Chapter House 

 
Everyone is welcome 

 
Do Come and Join us 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

New Testament  
Characters 

 

 “Priscilla and Aquila – practising   
hospitality”   

 7.30pm  Tuesday 1st October 
  41 Foxhills Cres. 
  
  “Governor Felix – saying Wait, to God” 
   
      7.30pm   Tuesday 5 November   
                23 Humberhill Drive    
 
 

Do come and join us 
 

         14th October 
 
        11th November  

Centering Prayer and Lectio Divina  

On the first and third Tuesdays of each month,  

7.00 – 8.30 p.m. in the Chapter House.  

All are welcome. 

  

 

 

Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer, based on 
the most ancient approaches to Christian prayer, and 

now adapted for use in the modern world. 

 Lectio Divina is a traditional way of reading scripture as 
a source of prayer. The two practices complement each 

other. For more information, please speak to              
Phil Holman or Howard Nelson in church,  

Alternatively email either at                                                
phillip.holman1@btinternet.co.uk  or  hgn42@gmail.com 

 



          Sunday 13th October 
               At 3-45 pm 

 

Lanchester Parish Church 
 

TAIZÉ  
WORSHIP 

 
6pm Sunday 10th November 

2019 
 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

 
        There will be  practices in church  
   on Thursdays 31st  October and 7th  
November from 6-7pm for anyone who 

wishes to come and sing  
All are welcome to join us  

 
       For further details please contact  
            Margaret Walters on 521214 

Sunday 10th November 2019 
At 9.30 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service at the War Memorial 
Lanchester Village Green 

 
With the Lanchester Brass Band            

Uniformed Organisations            
Representatives of the Three Churches 

Deputy Sheriff, Parish Councillors 
British Legion, Red Cross 

M U, Lanchester Partnership and WI 

 

 

 
A Service to License 

The Reverend Lesley Sutherland 
as Priest-in-Charge 

to the parishes of 
 

Lanchester, Burnhope, Harelaw 
and Annfield Plain. 

 
Lanchester Deanery 

Licensed by 

The Right Reverend Sarah Clark 

 Bishop of Jarrow 
 

Monday 21st October 2019 
6.30 pm 

at All Saints, Lanchester. 
 

 



From The Wardens 

Over the past month we have spent time on the 
wording, design and printing of the invitation to the 
Licensing of the Reverend Lesley on 21st October with 
the agreed version being sent out in middle of 
September. These invitations are sent to local 
dignitaries, clergy and also the friends and family of 
Reverend Lesley; replies are coming in and early 
indications are that we can expect a very full church 
on the evening. 
We will need lots of help on the day to prepare the 
church and also the following day to clear up; some of 
the jobs to be covered are the acceptance and laying 
out of the food for supper, manning of drinks stall, 
stewards and sidespersons at the service, putting out 
of extra seating etc. If you would like to help, please 
speak to one of the wardens. 
It will be a great help to us if we have some idea of the 
number of people planning to attend on the evening 
and the amount of food that is being donated, so 
please make sure that you have indicated your 
intentions via an attendance slip and the food lists. 
 
------------------ 
 
The Memorial Book has been brought up to date and 
we are pleased to report that the calligrapher has been 
able to replace the defaced page. We are most grateful 
to Chris and Ann Bowen for their work in restoring 
the book to almost its original condition. 
----------------- 
 
The hot water boiler in the kitchen has not been 
working well of late and we have sought to have it 
repaired. Unfortunately the manufacturer tells us that 
it has been out of production for 15 years and spares 
are no longer available. We are looking at possible 
replacements but this will take time. On a good note, 
the gas boiler serving the chapter house and kitchen 
has been serviced and once again provides hot water 
to the taps in the kitchen. A new hob has been fitted 
by Dennis and Rob in the kitchen, replacing the old 
defective one, so the risk of accidental burns should 
have been removed. 
 
------------------ 
 
With the church being open during the day it is most 
important that the doors, both internal and external, to 
the Chapter House and vestries are locked when there 
is no one in attendance. Unfortunately there have been 
several occasions recently when the church has been 
left with one or more of these doors unlocked making 
the premises open to thieves and vandals. May we 
remind all keyholders that it is their responsibility to 
ensure that the building is properly secure before 
leaving. 
 

Peter Smith for The Wardens  

A.S.A.P. 

Have you ever wondered about the abbreviation 
A.S.A.P.?                                                                

Generally we think of it in terms of even more 
hurry and stress in our lives. Maybe if we think 
of this abbreviation in a different manner, we 
will begin to find a new way to deal with those 

rough days along the way. 

There’s work to do, deadlines to meet,                 
You’ve got no time to spare,                                    
But as you hurry and scurry                     

A.S.A.P— ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER 

In the midst of family chaos,                                  
‘Quality time’ is rare,                                            
Do your best let God do the rest,                               

A.S.A.P—ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER 

It may seem that all your worries                         
Are more than you can bear .                                
Slow down and take a breather                               

A.S.A.P—ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER   

God knows how stressful life is,                              
He wants to ease our cares,                                    
And He’ll respond to all your needs                           

A.S.A.P—ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER  

‘I am too blessed to be stressed’                         

Table Top Sale 
 
On a misty, late summer morning a few hardy 
souls congregated at Deanery Cottages to set up 
for our first table top sale. Eleven spaces were 
presold along with two spaces for Church fund-
raisers. 
As the warmth chased away the mist the punters 
started to arrive and a glorious morning ensued. 
Thirteen tables were sold and slowly monies start-
ed to exchange. From train sets, blancmange 
moulds, and Royal Doulton cake plates; bargains 
were to be had. 
Teas and coffees and assorted scones were sold 
and folk congregated on the lawn to exchange 
pleasantries and stories of great bargains pur-
chased. 
We were blessed with glorious weather and gen-
erous visitors. The sociality of the event without 
the fundraising aspect was of great benefit. 
The final total raised for church funds was 
£348.89   
Thank you to all who took part and to those who 
supported our efforts. 
 

Sue Smith 



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It is lovely to be back at school after a very restful break- I know the staff are all feeling well refreshed and 
more than ready for another exciting year in school.  
 
It is lovely to welcome all the children back – including our new starters who have settled in so brilliantly! 
It is such a pleasure to walk round school and to see all their happy, enthusiastic little faces. 
 
We are already thinking about next year and have two open events planned for November. If you of 
anyone you know are thinking about a place for a child in our Nursery or Reception classes from 2020, 
please feel free to come along either on Saturday 9th November between 10am and 12 noon or on Monday 
11th November from 6-7pm. You will be able to meet some staff, see our super learning environment and 
ask as many questions as you want! 
 
We were delighted with our statutory test results at the end of the year which were, once again, very 
pleasing. In our Year 6 cohort of 50 children, 90% achieved Age Related Expectations in Reading, Maths 
and GPS and 86% in Writing. We also had 42% achieve the Higher Standard in Reading and GPS, 28% in 
Writing and 32% in Maths. We were very proud of them all. 
 
We have started the year with some good news in that we have been successful once again in securing 
substantial funding from the British Council for another Erasmus+ project. This one is all about 
developing our Outdoor Learning Provision and we will be working with partner schools in Poland, 
Sweden, Denmark and Spain over the next two years. We will be taking a number of our Year 5 children 
to these schools during the course of the project too. The project begins here, with teachers from all these 
partner schools spending the week in Lanchester from Monday 7th October. We will be letting them see 
our wonderful village as well as taking them to Durham, Seaham, Newcastle, Seahouses, Bamburgh Castle 
and Holy Island. I am sure they will have a fabulous week with us! 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming Reverend Sutherland to our school shortly – I know the children 
will all give her a fabulous welcome! We are also fortunate to have such good relationships with the 
Methodist Church as we have weekly ‘Open the Book’ sessions and their new Children and Young 
People’s Family Worker, Kath Jones, will be leading Worship regularly too.  
 
Thank you all for your great support of our school – here’s to another successful year! 
 

Mrs Jane Davis 

Lanchester Art Exhibition 
 
In the Community Centre 
 October Sat 19th & Sun  20th 
10am to 5pm 
 
Over 250 pictures by local artists for sale 

 
Home made refreshments 

 
Café Church 

 
 Burnhope Community Centre 

 
6pm Thursday October 3rd 

 

Harvest theme 

Definitions                                                    
CHOIR: A group of people whose singing allows 
the rest of the Congregation to lip-sync.       
HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key 
two octaves higher than that of the congregation’s 
range. 



THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 
supporting the Food Bank in Consett   

 

(There are now 29 Food Banks 

operating in the Durham Diocese) 

Look Around You. 
 

Finally in these little pieces about church I turn 
our thoughts to the centre of the church, Often the 
floor plan of a church is in the shape of a cross, 
and remembering this you can find the centre of 
the building. It is good to stand there, reflecting 
on where God features in your life. Is God central 
to you and all the choices you make or do you not 
feel that He belongs, or is relevant to your 
everyday life? Yes we meet God in church but He 
is not confined to a building. He is in the real 
world of our everyday lives and He loves each 
one of us in a wonderful way. He wants to be 
involved in our everyday lives. The following is a 
little prayer which you might like to pray. 

‘Please God take my everyday, ordinary life, my 
sleeping, eating, going to work, and leisure time. I 
give it to you as an offering. Help me to walk 
closer with You and to know You better. Show 
me how I can live with You and for You in my 
everyday living. You gave me life and I want You 
always to be part of the life I live on this earth. Go 
with me as I leave church today. Go ahead of me 
and reveal yourself to me in Your world and in 
my own life. Amen’ 

 

Brenda Craddock. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Algerian church needs our help 
 
The Bible Society is hard at work in Algeria, even 
though some of its staff could be arrested and im-
prisoned at any time.  
 
But they are willing to take the risk, in order to 
support the besieged church there, which is beg-
ging for as many as 50 Bibles every week.  As a 
Bible Society spokesman explains: “Our office re-
mains the only place in Algeria where you can be 
sure to get a Bible.” 
 
The Church in Algeria lives under pressure and 
suspicion, in a country rocked by political instabil-
ity.  But when church buildings are forced to close, 
the Christians simply put up tents and meet there 
instead.   
 
It costs £5 to provide a Bible to believers in Alge-
ria.  If you can help, please go to https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/ 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Lanchester  Meditation Group 
 

Come along and join us as we 
explore 

 

  Meditation and Mindfulness 
 

All Saints Parish Church 
Durham Road 

 

Weekly Meditation and  
Mindfulness   Drop in. 

 

 
Every Tuesday 11-15am 
In The Chapter House 

 

All Welcome 
30 Minutes of simple meditation 

and  
mindfulness exercises, Coffee and 

 time to chat 
 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/


Dates for your Diary October /November2019 

October 

Meditation & Mindfulness Drop in. 

Centering Prayer. 

Faithworks: NT Characters. 
Mainly Men Christian Conversation. 

Open House. 

Café Church 

Harvest Festival. 

Churches Together Harvest Evensong 

EP School Harvest Service. 
Meditation & Mindfulness Drop in. 

Mothers’ Union ‘Mrs Ethel Armstrong MBE, 

The NHS as it was, and how it is now. 

Pie and Pea Supper. 

Church Wives Craft Demo’and Sale  Susan 
Pickersgill. 

Messy Church. 

Julian Meeting. 

Meditation & Mindfulness Drop in. 

Rehearsal for Licencing Service. 

Parish Eucharist. 
Licensing of Rev. Lesley Sutherland. 

Meditation & Mindfulness Drop in. 

Centering Prayer. 

Social and Fundraising Meeting. 

Church Wives. 60s/70s Andrew Clark. 
Parish Eucharist. 

Meditation & Mindfulness Drop in. 

November 

Missing Going to Church? 
 
If you have been used to receiving Holy Communion regularly at church and are now unable 
to do so for whatever reason you may feel that you are missing out on this important aspect 
of our church life. We have a team of people, licensed by the Bishop, whose privilege it is to 
bring the sacrament to people in their own homes. Please contact me and I would be only too 
pleased to make the arrangements for you.  
 
Pam Baggott (01207 520646) 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

41, Foxhills Crescent 
Kings Head 

Chapter House/Church 

Burnhope Comm.Centre 

All Saints’ Church 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 
Chapter House 

Chapter House 

 

Burnhope Comm Centre 

Chapter House 
 

Chapter House/Church 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 
All Saints’ Church 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 
All Saints Church 

Chapter House 

Tues                 1st 

Tues                 1st 

Tues                 1st 
Tues         1st 

Thurs               3rd 

Thurs               3rd   

Sun                6th 

Sun       6th 

Mon               7th 
Tues        8th 

Wed        9th 

 

Thurs             10th 

Thurs     10th 
 

Sun      13th 

Mon               14th 

Tues      15th 

Thurs      16th 

Sun     20th 
Mon              21st 

Tues              22nd 

Tues      22nd 

Thurs     24th 

Thurs      24th 
Sunday      27th 

Tuesday     29th 

11.15am 

7.00pm 

7.30pm 
7.30pm 

11.30am 

6.00pm 

10.30am 

6.00pm 

1.30pm 
11.15am 

7.30pm 

 

7.00pm 

7.30pm 
 

3.45pm 

2.00 pm 

11.15am 

5.00pm 

10.30am 
6.30pm 

11.15am 

7.00pm 

3.00pm 

7.30pm 
10.30am 

11.15am 

Wed        6th 

Wed        6th 

Thurs       7th 
Sun              10th 

Sun       10th 

Wed       13th 

 

Thurs     14th 

 
Tues       19th 

Sat       23rd 

9.30am 

6.00pm 

11.30am 
9.30am 

6.00pm 

7.30pm 

 

7.30pm 

 
7.30pm 

9.30-11.30 

Flower Ladies Coffee Morning. 

Standing Committee 

Open House. 
Act of Remembrance at The War Memorial. 

Taize Service. 

Mothers’Union ‘The Peoples Kitchen’. By Tom 

Baker MBE. 

Church Wives ‘Medieval Women’- Revd. Ruth 

Crofton. 
PCC Meeting. 

Autumn Fayre. 

Chapter House 

Chapter House 

Chapter House /Church 
Village Green 

All Saints Church 

Chapter House 

 

Chapter House 

 
Chapter House 

All Saints Church 

Do not forget 

                      29th October 

                                        Clocks go BACK 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 

 

 

Forgiveness – a practical and pastoral 
companion 
By Anthony Priddis, Canterbury Press, 
£16.99 
 

Every day we hear stories of people caught up in 
conflict, violence, trauma and abuse, which can 
affect anyone in any walk of life. Each of us needs 
to offer forgiveness as well as receive it, but how? 
 
This ‘companion’ offers an important resource for 
all engaged in listening, reconciliation and pastoral 
care.  It covers:  why forgiveness is 
important;  what forgiveness is; who can forgive; 
offering forgiveness; receiving forgiveness; how 
communities respond to tragedy; and God's 
forgiveness  

Smile Lines 

 

More #Niteblessings. Further Medita-
tions for the End of the Day 
By Malcolm Duncan, Lion Hudson, £9.99 
 
This follow-up to Revd Malcolm Duncan's hugely 
popular #Niteblessings invites you to encounter 
God at the end of the day. Each blessing draws you 
closer into His presence, releasing you from the 
pressures of the day into engagement with the Holy 
Spirit. Simple yet profound, moving and insightful, 
each of the blessings will encourage you on your 
walk with God. 

 

 

A prayer for morning… and for even-
ing 
 

O God, who divides the day from the night, sepa-
rate our deeds from the darkness of sin, and let 
us continually live in your light, reflecting in all 
that we do your eternal beauty. 
 
O God, who gives the day for work and the night 
for sleep, refresh our bodies and our minds 
through the quiet hours of night, and let our in-
ward eyes be directed towards you, dreaming of 
your eternal glory. 
 
From the Leonine Sacramentary 
, 5th century 

Write a favourite verse of 
scripture on a slip of paper 
you can carry with you, every 
so often getting it out and 
reading it, letting it become a 
part of you. You may like to 
try a new verse each week. 

 

Good food for you 
 
Eating plenty of fruit and vegetables slashes your 
risk of developing Type 2 diabetes by nearly a 
quarter, a recent study has found. 
 
And adding whole grains, legumes and nuts also 
protects against diabetes, as they improve sensitiv-
ity to insulin (the hormone that controls blood sug-
ar) and reduces weight gain. 
 
A senior nutritionist at the Harvard T H Chan 
School said: “Overall the data highlighted the im-
portance of adhering to plant-based diets to 
achieve or maintain good health.” 
 
The findings were published in the journal JAMA 
Internal Medicine.  They support evidence that diet 
is crucial in tackling diabetes, which now affects 
about four million in the UK. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

http://www.parishpump.co.uk/content/pp-jul16-cartoon-vicar-angling


DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2HX 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


