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 Those of you who’ve read JRR Tolkien’s wonderful books, ‘The Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of the 

Rings’ might remember a poem which is repeated –with variations- throughout the two 

intertwined stories. As Bilbo leaves Bag End, his beloved home, on his eleventy first birthday, 

to have one last adventure, he recites; 

The Road goes ever on and on, Down from the door where it began. Now far ahead the Road 
has gone, And I must follow, if I can, Pursuing it with eager feet, Until it joins some larger way. 
Where many paths and errands meet. And whither then? I cannot say. 

 
Of course ‘the Hobbit’ and ‘The Lord of The Rings’ are both stories of journeys, the first of 

Bilbo’s journey to the Lonely Mountain, to defeat a dragon and reclaim a home for an exiled people; and the second of 
Frodo and Sam’s journey to Mount Doom in Mordor to defeat the enemy of all life and restore peace to Middle-Earth. As 
Frodo leaves the Shire, knowing that he might never return, he too recites the poem, but with one difference.  
 
The Road goes ever on and on, Down from the door where it began. Now far ahead the Road has gone, And I must follow, 
if I can, Pursuing it weary feet, Until it joins some larger way Where many paths and errands meet. And whither then? I 
cannot say. 
In his fear his feet are already weary rather than eager. Frodo is right to be afraid. The quest to throw the One Ring to Rule 
them All into the fires of Mount Doom will bring him to his limits, emotionally, physically and spiritually. Surely only a 
heroic effort will see him safely home. 
For the three years of his public ministry Jesus was considered an itinerant preacher and teacher- never settling but moving 
from place to place until his final journey to Jerusalem, the cross and the resurrection. As his teachings become 
progressively more difficult for his friends and followers to hear, they cry out to him, ‘increase our faith!’ The disciples’ 
feet are weary too. They’re afraid. They fear that the journey to Jerusalem, the journey of discipleship, will bring them to 
their limits, emotionally, physically and spiritually. Surely only a heroic effort will see them safely home? 
But Jesus, as he so often does, turns their assumptions upside down. 
‘Nonsense!’ he says. 
In a couple of deft sayings, Jesus redefines faith. The OED, if you have a look, says faith is ‘a strong belief in the doctrines 
of religion, based on spiritual conviction rather than proof.’ The dictionary’s wrong. Faith isn’t saying an intellectual ‘yes’ 
or successfully persuading ourselves to adopt an idea we think is ridiculous. That’s not faith, but self-deception. Jesus 
defines faith in terms of action and relationship. You do have faith, Jesus says; the life of faith is as straightforward as a 
slave serving his master dinner, as ordinary as a hired hand fulfilling the terms of his contract. Faith isn’t fireworks; it’s 
not meant to dazzle. 
Faith needs no heroic effort to see us home. Faith is duty, motivated and sustained by love. 
It’s already in the small things, the mustard-seed things we do every day. 
Faith is doing our work, and offering it up to God. Faith is caring for those in need, protecting the vulnerable, reaching out 
to the lonely, befriending the friendless, doing our best to contribute to the common good. 
And so it’s no surprise that Frodo accomplishes the defeat of evil largely because of his unassuming servant, Sam, and his 
loving service of his master. Even in the darkest hour, Sam quietly gets on with things. No heroics- just love. But faith is 
sometimes an adventure too. It’s standing at the door, looking down the road and resolving to step out, walking towards a 
future we can’t see but in trust that it’s a future God is fashioning for us. Faith is finding companions on the road and 
sharing their journeys; it’s looking for opportunities to be God’s partners and co-workers in the world. It’s imagining that 
all the challenges we encounter are opportunities that invite us to grow as disciples and witness to God’s goodness and 
God’s presence all around us. 
So this is the life of faith; faithfulness in the small things, no heroics, but a sense of adventure. And the journey of faith, 
like Frodo and Sam’s journey, is never made alone. They set out in company, supporting one another. Last October we too 
set out in company, with one another and with Christ, who is our Way, both a companion on the road and the road itself. 
It’s true that there may be times, as Tolkien’s poem and the story of the company of the ring itself suggests, when our 
roads will diverge. Times when those we love will be called to walk a different path in a different place. But wherever we 
are, we still walk together, in that great company of witnesses all bound for the kingdom. There’s one last variant of 
Bilbo’s poem. After the hobbits have returned to Rivendell, Bilbo murmurs;  
 
The Road goes ever on and on, Out from the door where it began. Now far ahead the Road has gone, Let others follow it 
who can! Let them a journey new begin, But I at last with weary feet Will turn towards the lighted inn, My evening-rest 
and sleep to meet. 

And herein lies the great promise of faith. In my Father’s house, there are many rooms, Jesus says. The lighted inn, rest, 

convivial company, a sense of home, and love; this is where our faith leads us.  

 

‘Increase our faith!’ The disciples cry. But we don’t need more faith; We are called to trust God’s promise with the 
faith we have. It may not seem like much sometimes, but in Christ it will move mountains. 

It’s not about having enough; It’s about knowing that, together, on this journey 

We are enough 

To the glory of God…….. 

Wishing you the blessings of the journey, 

Lesley 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bag_End
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bag_End


Pauline’s Reflection 
 

I’ve recently had the joy and privilege of preaching at All Saints church, and as we are coming up to All Saints day on the 
1st November, I was reminded of a story,  A small boy was in church with his dad, and dad is taking him round, pointing 
out the pulpit, the font, the stained glass windows, and so on, and he starts to tell the child about the saints.  He says, “You 
know who the saints are, don’t you son?” and the child replies “Yes, Dad.  They’re the people the light shines through.” 
The saints in our windows are a reminder that we as Christians - as Anglicans - are members of a Communion of Saints 
that stretches back through the centuries, knitting together not only time and space, but this world and the next.  At one 
time, sainthood implied martyrdom, and this was the defining quality.  Many early saints witnessed their devotion to Christ 
by offering themselves to early and often horrible death; they showed their faith that they would be resurrected by their 
willingness to die.  The very word “martyr” changed its meaning from “witness” to “one who suffered”. 
When we look at our saints in the beautiful stained-glass windows of a church, there is a temptation to see them as perfect - 
perfect men, perfect women, perfect Christians.  They seem the stuff of legends, too good for, and therefore irrelevant to, 
the world.  Their stories are tales of miracles, or of devotions carried out in houses of prayer, on remote islands, in lonely 
caves - withdrawn from the sin of the world and unsullied by real life. 
 
There’s a tendency for all of us to think of them as stereotypes, spending their lives in prayer and performing good works - 
perhaps they founded religious orders or had visions - and all of these things may be true, but thinking of them like that 
means we miss something very important.  Each and every one of them was an “original” - they followed no rule but God’s 
and they achieved their “holiness” with the material at hand, in the world, in response to the needs of their age. 
Often those needs were apparent to them alone.  Many were persecuted by their fellow Christians, their brothers and sisters 
in Christ, who lacked their vision and their focus.  Because another thing to remember is that “Holy” doesn’t always mean 
“nice” - it means determined, it means forceful, it means trouble.  When we look back over the years it seems to us that 
their holiness is obvious, but as the 17th Century apologist, Pascal, wrote “At the time when he was persecuted, the great 
saint was just a man called Athanasius; and St Theresa was just a woman.”  When we say “They were saints” we are in 
danger of saying “It’s not the same for us.” 
Putting saints on a pedestal implies they are so much greater and better than us that we do not need to follow their exam-
ple.  Or that they had greater courage, more resistance to pain, could see the guiding hand of God reaching out to them - but 
it isn’t so. They were just as fearful, just as physically fragile as us; they, too, got lonely and were filled with doubt - but 
they ARE special.  They see what is wrong in their age and no matter what other people say or think they do what they 
know is right in their hearts.  Some are recognised, often centuries later, and are beatified.  Many more are not.  Many don’t 
fit the Church’s standard for official sainthood; their lives and their writings don’t measure up, perhaps.  Or maybe they 
live and work in obscurity and their names never even become known.  The church recognises this and that is why we cele-
brate them on 1st November in the service for All Saints.  These “secret saints” are people who in some way embody - who 
literally incarnate - the challenge posed by faith in their time and place.  And when they do so, they tread a path that others 
might follow. 
 
But in order to follow them, we must know their stories.  Of course, many “anonymous” ones can’t be known to us, though 
they may influence the people they meet and work with, and inspire them in turn to great acts of faith and social jus-
tice.  But there are others who we do know of - and I think that most of us have an instinctive awareness of what is ho-
ly.  When we hear of them, we recognise that their lives proclaim the mystery of the Gospel.  Some have faith, many do 
not, but God uses everyone who is willing to step up to the mark, whether they believe in the Divine or not. 
Look at Oscar Romero - now a recognised saint.  When he was appointed as Archbishop of San Salvador, no-one thought 
he would challenge the status quo - he had always been a “yes” man.  No-one imagined that in just three short years, in 
1980, he would become a “voice for the voiceless”, stand up to a violent regime, be denounced by his peers, and killed by a 
death squad - the first bishop murdered at the altar since Thomas a Becket.  He was reviled as a Marxist by the then Pope , 
but was beatified by Pope Francis in 2018. 
Or what about Irena Sendler?  The “Angel of Warsaw” saved 2,500 Jewish children from the ghetto.  She withstood arrest 
and torture by the Gestapo.  Bossy, argumentative and opinionated., she constantly rubbed people up the wrong way.  She 
led ten other women and together they smuggled out children in coffins and body bags, led them through sewers, sedated 
babies and smuggled them in boxes, making coded lists of their real and false names so that after the war they could find 
their families   Sadly, when the time came, very few of their parents were still alive.  She lived to 98 and hated her soubri-
quet of the “Madonna of the Ghetto”.  Nominally Catholic, she regarded herself as an agnostic.  She said she wasn’t special 
“I just tried to live a human life.”  How very many unknown saints there are - unknown to us, that is - their worth is fully 
known to God. 
The social activist Dorothy Day said “Don’t call me a saint.  I don’t want to be dismissed that easily”.  She knew that when 
we call someone a saint we abdicate our responsibility to follow their example; we make them a different class of being to 
ourselves, and they aren’t that at all.  There are many more than we realise, living lives of quiet - or very obstructive! - holi-
ness, unaware themselves how very important they are - to us and to God.  In their different contexts, they see today’s chal-
lenges and put God’s word into practise in their lives with passion, prepared to risk everything to do what they know in 
their hearts is right. They never do anything against conscience, even if the state demands it. 
 
 
They are the people, in what is often a very dark world, that Christ’s light shines through. 
 
 

Pauline Meek 



PARISH REGISTERS 
      Lanchester and Burnhope  

Funerals   

September            Joyce June Nicol         aged   92. 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

‘May  she rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

 

Remembering Elizabeth Fry,  
Prison reformer 
 
The prison reformer and philanthropist Elizabeth 
Fry died 175 years ago, on 12th October 1845.  She 
was widely admired during her lifetime and after, 
and was depicted on the British £5 note between 
2001 and 2016. 
 
She was born into the family of a wealthy Quaker 
banker, John Gurney, in Norwich in 1870. She re-
dedicated her life to Christ at the age of 18 and 
devoted herself to helping the downtrodden. This 
she continued to do after her marriage to London 
merchant Joseph Fry, and while giving birth to 11 
children. 
 
She was a minister of the 
Society of Friends from 
1811 and travelled in Eng-
land and Europe inspect-
ing prisons and writing 
reports that were highly 
influential, transforming 
gaols from “pits of inde-
cency and brutality” to 
more orderly places with a 
new interest in reform. 
She was admired by both Queen Victoria and Flor-
ence Nightingale. 
Early on she made frequent visits to Newgate Pris-
on in London, suggesting radical improvements 
that were adopted both there and in other prisons. 
She read the Bible to inmates and gave Bibles 
away, combining social work with proclamation of 
the Gospel in a way that inspired future genera-
tions. Her insights also led to the Prison Reform 
Act of 1823. 
 
Source The Parish Pump 
 

Mothers' Union and the UK prison system 
 
Crime hurts many people – including the families of 
prisoners who have ended up in the UK prison sys-
tem. They are often the forgotten victims, but not by 
the Mothers’ Union (MU).  
 
Instead, the MU’s prison work across Britain is ex-
tensive, with the aim of keeping hurting families to-
gether. It is not simple work, for as prison governors 
are replaced and new directives come into force, 
those who work with prisoners and their families 
must adapt their approach.  
 
MU members provide support to prison visitors by 
holding short courses so that visitors can get the most 
out of their time with the prison residents. MU also 
holds workshops to introduce many of the services 
that work with prisoners’ families.  
 
MU helps support the Family Days held at one pris-
on, and also provides presents for children of prison-
ers at Christmas time. MU provides tea and a chat 
with the inmates of one women’s prison, as well as-
going-home packs of essential items for when they 
leave.   
 
MU also supports prison officers, who as key work-
ers have found the last few months particularly chal-
lenging. MU’s Thank You Key Workers appeal 
wants to raise funds to provide families of key work-
ers with short breaks or experience days.  If you 
would like to help, please go to:   
 
https://www.mothersunion.org/thank-you-keyworker-
appeal 
 

 
 
Source The Parish Pump 
 

Smile Line                                                                                                                            
When new neighbours moved in next door, they held a House Warming party and invited the entire road. My 
husband and I were glad to go along, as our daughters were both five years old. But next morning I was tak-
en aback when my daughter told me that the mother had taken her into the kitchen and given her ‘a spirit 
guest’, which my daughter had really enjoyed.  Now she wanted me to get her ‘a spirit guest.’                        
I was wondering how to contact the local vicar for exorcism when I realised that my daughter meant 
‘asparagus’. 

https://www.mothersunion.org/thank-you-keyworker-appeal
https://www.mothersunion.org/thank-you-keyworker-appeal


NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
 
 
It was wonderful to see many of our 
members in church last month for our first meeting 
since March.  Our service was simple, we had no 

speaker, but those who attended were really pleased 
to be able to meet again.  We are therefore hoping to 
meet again on Tuesday, 13th October at 2.0pm.  We 

are still living in difficult times and if guidelines 
change and this is not possible we will make every 
effort to contact our members.   

News from MU – Subs to M Sumner House this 

year are £18.00 per member.  MU Diocese are 
sending an extra £2.00 per member to make up the 
deficit.  

We continue to pray for Mothers’ Union members 
around the world, especially those in countries 

suffering persecution for their faith, suffering from 
drought, famine, flood. We pray for all MU 
branches in our deanery, that we may come through 

this testing time and can return to meeting safely 
and gather together to give thanks. 

Eileen Matthews 

 Mothers’ Union St John’s Burnhope 

 

Any old Gold?    
The  box  for any gold items is 
currently placed at the back of 
Church (Yellow Cylindrical 
box ) every service day, 
should anyone care to donate 
any items to the cause. It will be clearly marked and 
put away at the end of each service. The proceeds 
from the sale of the  collection will be put into the 
Church fund.   
                                                                            

The Social and Fundraising Committee 

Ginger Wine 2020 Vintage 
Thank you to everyone who 
bought ginger wine. Your 
support in this year’s brew 
has raised £505 for Church 
funds. 

 
 

Hazel Gaskill 

September/October 
 
September / October are the months of berries. 
Brambles, Rowan, Hawthorn, Blackberry and Elder. 
The Michaelmas Daisy is dedicated to Saint Michael 
the Archangel (September 29th) as is Angelica. 
This is also the time of Harvest Festivals. The trees 
are changing colour and Keats said that it was the 
‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’. 
‘Thus Harvest ends its busy reign 
and leaves the fields their peace again 
Where Autumn shadows idly muse, 
And tinge the trees with many hues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audrey Newton 

 
 
                     Our September meeting was held on             
             Monday the 7th. After five months of 
'shut down' it was a delight for members to meet 
again - even at distance.  
Mrs Park conducted our service. Then she read arti-
cles and items from St John's  church magazines for 
the year 1950. It was extremely interesting, espe-
cially when two of our members remembered peo-
ple and events. Also the weekly collections were 
unbelievable,  compared with today.  
 
Hopefully,  we will be able to meet again in Octo-
ber.  So please stay safe and take care. 
 

 Muriel Molloy 

Obviously over the last few months we have not been 
able to access church let alone the Chapter House to 
continue the work of Traidcraft. Hopefully in time 
this will gradually change. I am in receipt of the new 
Autumn/Winter catalogue. It is bursting with all sorts 
of exciting  items. I intend to have more catalogues 
this time round, as we are allowed 20 free copies. 
Christmas cards are my main aim for the next few 
months However if there is anything else you re-
quire,I will do my best to help. I will be taking orders 
most Sundays and Wednesdays all being well. 
Please, should you borrow a catalogue I would be 
very grateful if you could return it whether you place 
an order or decide otherwise. 
Thank you  

Olga Walker 



Foodbank 
 
Please don't forget those who depend on the food-
bank at this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is 
not open for you to leave donations at present and 
we have liaised with the Foodbank in Consett to see 
how we can help. Lanchester donated over a ton of 
food in the last year, and many people would strug-
gle without that generosity of spirit.  
As it is  difficult to collect food for the food bank 
we have spoken to them and they are happy for us 
to circulate their bank account details if anyone 
wants to make money donations on line. 
 Sort code                 40-52-40 
Account  number   00099102 
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made pay-
able to Consett Food 4U, and posted to County 
Durham Foodbank, Durham Christian Partnership, 

100 Club 
 
The July draw was carried out by 
 Sue and Rob (socially distant)  
on September 24th 
 
The winning numbers are as follows: 
 
 26, 30, 72, 128, 51, 29 all prizes of £5 
 

Sue Smith and Olga Walker 

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 
supporting the Food Bank in Consett   
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the 
Durham Diocese) 

 
 

 Church Wives 
Another month with no Church Wives, 
But we are all getting on with our lives. 

I pray for each of you every day,  
That you are safe and well and stay that way. 

 

I hope we are giving God adequate time during this 
pandemic. Time is such a valuable commodity and so 
many people even aside from Doctors, Nurses, Carers, 
Politicians and Scientists are giving enormous amounts 
of time to help others and obeying our Lord’s com-
mandment to ‘Love one another and to love our neigh-
bours as ourselves’ .  

I share with you a piece of prose about time which was 
given to me some time ago and which helps me to keep 
God in focus and gives some very good advice. 

Time to talk, just us Lord. 
Time for another heart to heart,  

Time for me to listen, 
Time for resting by still waters of silence, 

Time for me to stop resisting, 
Time for us to walk in green pastures. 

Time for me to hear your words, 
Time for us to share our dreams, 
Time for me Lord, time for you, 

Time to see the shadows but without fear,  
Time to talk, just us Lord. 

I am looking forward to the day when our Church 
Wives Group can spend time together again. 

 Brenda Craddock 

Samaritan's Purse  
 
 
 
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. 
 
"There will be flatpack shoe boxes and leaflets 
available again this year at the back of church from 
the beginning of October or from 38 Briardene.  
 
"Also there will be a way of doing shoeboxes on-
line this Covid year.  
Details from Steve Craddock 
 
 steve24c07@aol.com   or 01207 520749." 

FACE MASKS STILL AVAILABLE. 
 
PROCEEDS TO LANCHESTER PARISH CHURCH 
ABOUT 1000 ALREADY MADE AND SOLD. 
pleated, pocketed ones for extra paper lining 
and 3 layered, shaped ones, plain and patterned. 
Phone Jen on 520498 or Margaret on 521214 
Happy to deliver in the village. 
£1 minimum donation per mask 

Margaret Walters 

One of the real disappointments of our renewed COVID 
restrictions is how difficult it is to restart Messy Church. 
So we’re trying something new by launching a Facebook 

page for our Messy Church to keep us connected- catchi-
ly named Small Saints! Each month we’ll be offering an 
activity for our families to engage in, together yet apart, 

beginning, we hope, with a special project involving 
pumpkins at the end of October. If you’re on Facebook, 
please like and share the new page when it launches, and 

if you know anyone who’d like to be included, please tell 
them to search for Small Saints Lanchester! 



Moral questions from the pandemic 
 
You may have missed it at the time. The movie 
‘Contagion’ didn’t make much of an impact when it was 
released for public viewing in 2011. Perhaps it was 
thought to be unrealistic. It was about a highly conta-
gious, unknown virus, transmitted by an infected bat to 
a pig in a Chinese marketplace. From there it spread like 
wildfire round the world.   
It was fiction then of course, but not so far-fetched as to 
be distant from reality, as we now know. Deadly virus-
es, and the plagues they cause, have been part of world 
history since time began. In the early days, when travel 
between continents was infrequent, their spread was 
slower and usually confined to local regions. 
The way the film’s imaginary plot develops bears an 
uncanny resemblance to what we have experienced this 
year. Panic buying empties supermarkets, whole popula-
tions adopt social distancing, scientists work flat out to 
identify the virus and then search for a means to combat 
it. Meanwhile, millions are infected, and quarantines are 
imposed. 
The story progresses far beyond the reality which is fa-
miliar to us. The irresponsible use of social media and 
false rumours of a cure lead to the looting of pharma-
cies. Emergency food supplies are ransacked, law and 
order break down. Troops police the streets. Then 
there’s a breakthrough: a vaccine is discovered. But that 
raises a new moral problem: who will get it first and 
what would be a fair distribution system? 
The movie is still available via Netflix, or you can buy a 
DVD online. Despite the inevitable carnage of the pan-
demic and the suffering it portrays, it contrives to have a 
relatively happy ending.   
In real life, we haven’t got that far yet. But, please God, 
we will. After all, most deadly diseases are now under 
control and both vaccination and immunisation are part 
and parcel of everyday life; old ‘uns take it for granted 
that their GP will summon them for an anti-flu jab each 
winter.   
But we may face an ethical dilemma when it comes to a 
vaccine for Covid-19. If there’s an initial shortage, who 
should get it first? Should money come into it? Are 
Christian principles applicable?  
 

Source The Parish Pump 

 
A cup of joy!                                                           
A tea shop is a wondrous place 
Where I for one just love to be! 
A place to rest from life’s harsh pace 
And sit and drink a cup of tea! 

Indeed, it’s time to take a rest! 
From all life’s pressures, take a break! 
And just today it might be best 
To have a slice of home-made cake! 
 

Nigel Beeton 

Reflected faith: Music and Singing  
 
Many churches are holding Sunday, weekday and pas-
toral (Baptism, Wedding and Funeral) services again 
in their buildings. 
However, for most of us no singing is allowed; and 
this often means no music is being played. (There are 
of course some exceptions where instrumentalists and 
Cantors are available) 
 
Whilst the churches were closed, one of the key things 
about worshipping together that people missed was the 
communal singing and the listening to the organ or 
other instruments. 
 
If we look at the time taken to sing in each service 
(approximately a third of the whole service) and the 
amount musicians are usually paid, we can see the lev-
el of importance churches give to singing together. 
 
So, although we understand the science behind the ‘no 
singing rule’ (breath is exhaled more forcibly so reach-
es further) it is still very strange to be in our normal 
church buildings but not to be able to sing. 
 
Singing hymns and songs helps us to learn about our 
faith, to pray and to express our praise – but what is it 
about singing together that lifts our hearts in our time 
of worship? 
There are plenty of said responses during most ser-
vices, but they don’t have that same lift! 
 
Is it the physical breathing aspects, the sounds we aim 
to make, or indeed the way our voices join and blend 
together? 
 
All through the Bible there are passages telling of 
times of singing: of musicians leading processions to-
wards a place or time of worship. 
 
There are many exhortations in the Psalms to the peo-
ple to come together, ‘singing with joy and thanksgiv-
ing’.  
 
The Bible also talks about a time to put down our in-
struments and refrain from singing.  Let’s hope and 
pray that our time for restraint will pass quickly and 
we will soon rejoice together with thanksgiving, joyful 
and loud singing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source The Parish Pump 
 



 
 

One in five of us suffer depression 
 
The pandemic has doubled our rates of depression. 
Now one in five adults are struggling with the symp-
toms. And yet the peak of the Covid-19 mental health 
crisis is ‘yet to come’, according to NHS bosses.   
 
In June the Office for National Statistics released data 
showing that 19.2 percent of adults were experiencing 
some form of depression. This figure had almost dou-
bled, from around one in 10 (9.7 per cent), before the 
pandemic. But NHS bosses warn that up to half a mil-
lion more patients are expected to enter the system in 
coming months. 
 
Those most vulnerable to depression are women aged 
16 to 29 who are unable to afford an unexpected ex-
pense, or who are disabled.    
 
A spokeswoman for Mind, the mental health charity, 
says, “It’s crucial that mental health is put at the cen-
tre of the government’s ongoing recovery plans.”   
 
A report from the NHS Confederation echoes this, 
saying that mental health bodies will need “intensive 
support and investment.” 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Do the Bible and Science contradict each 
other? 
 
For the Christian, the Bible is God’s word to us; it 
tells us about His character and creative purposes, how 
He has related to people in the past, and His promises 
for the future. Science is a specific way of studying 
the world, exploring the physical properties of things – 
a wonderful way to explore God’s creation. So, the 
question to ask if the Bible and Science seem to be 
contradicting each other is, have we made a mistake in 
interpreting one or the other? 
 
Science is very good at answering certain types of 
questions: ‘What size is it?’, ‘How fast does it trav-
el?’, ‘What is it made of?’, and so on. Questions like 
‘What’s it for?’, ‘What should I do with it?’, and 
‘What’s it worth?’ can’t be answered using scientific 
methods. Some of the misunderstanding in discussions 
of science and religion come from not recognising the 
limits of science. 
 
It’s also important to recognise what the Bible is, and 
what sorts of questions it can answer. The Bible was 
written well before people began to investigate the 
world in ways we would recognise as scientific. Of 
course, people in the Ancient Near East were studying 
the world around them, observing the movements of 
the stars, the processes of life and death that happened 
all around them, the seasons, the behaviour of physical 
objects, and so on. But they did not study the mecha-
nisms underlying these things systematically using the 
tools of science, and they did not see or describe the 
world in scientific terms – not because they weren’t 
intelligent, but because science as we know it wasn’t 
happening at that time. 
 
Instead, the biblical writers used words that were com-
monly used in their own cultures to record events, 
share truth and wisdom, and tell stories that convey 
deep truth about God’s character. If we want to under-
stand God’s intention in inspiring these words, we 
need to do some careful work to connect with those 
ancient writers and find out what they meant, before 
we can discover what those words mean to us today.  
 
These principles can help us have far more fruitful 
conversations about science and Christian faith. If we 
allow any apparent conflict between Science and the 
Bible to fuel our search for understanding, not only 
will we learn as individuals, but we will be able to 
draw others into a conversation that is relevant to wid-
er society today. 

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz,                         
Church Engagement Director at The Faraday In-
stitute for Science and Religion Cambridge  

Fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal 5:22,23, Ps 34:8) 
 
Opportunities 
To ripen your fruit in our lives,  
Lord, give us opportunities. 
 
To grow in your Spirit, 
Know your warmth 
And your light, 
Allow the segments of 
Self-control, gentleness, 
Faithfulness, goodness, 
Kindness, patience, peace and joy 
To be lubricated and sweetened 
By love, 
Showing the world 
Your nature transforming 
Our natures, 
In the fruit bowl of our lives 
In Jesus. 
 
Lord give opportunities 
For the hungry to taste 
Your ripening fruit in us, 
See that you are good 
And come to you. 

 
 Daphne Kitching 



An extract from the Parish Magazine of 
October 1897 
 
There are various matters of greater or less importance 
and interest to us in this parish, and first in order comes 
the appointment of Clerk to the Justices at the Lanchester 
and Consett Petty Sessional Courts, in succession to Mr. 
A.W. Granger of Durham, deceased. Mr. James 
Annandale presided over a very large attendance of 
Magistrates. Out of nearly a dozen applicants. Mr, J.A. 
Ornsby, of the firm of Messrs. Wilson, Ornsby, and 
Cadle, solicitors, Durham, was finally appointed. The 
office is worth about £600 per annum. Mr. Ornsby’s 
ancestors were inhabitants of this parish, the name 
appearing over and over again in the old registers, 
besides a portion of the Greencroft Estate being named 
after the family. 
 
On Sunday, August 29th, we held our Annual Flower 
Service at 2.30.The children offered numbers of beautiful 
bunches of flowers, which presented quite a show in the 
frame at the Altar steps. After the service the flowers, 
whilst still quite fresh, were sent to beautify the wards of 
the Workhouse Hospital. 
 
The Annual Parish Tea and Harvest Home were held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 8th, and, notwithstanding certain strong 
attractions, proved a wonderful success. The usual 
streams of people kept pouring into the School to partake 
of the excellent tea that had been provided. The tea over, 
crowds of persons were to be seen wending their way to 
Church, which had been very tastefully decorated by a 
goodly band of willing workers, mainly directed by 
Messrs, Flackmur and Lacey, and with a profusion of 
lovely flowers and abundance of corn no difficulty was 
experienced in beautifying the grand old Church. The 
preacher was the Rev. Canon Savage, Vicar of South 
Shields and Chaplain to the Bishop of Durham, who took 
for his text Zachariah xiv.20, “In that day there shall be 
upon the bells of horses holiness unto the Lord” No one 
who heard him can well forget that striking sermon as he 
sketched the mission and life of the young prophet, 
placing him so clearly before our minds that you could 
almost imagine that he had personal acquaintance with 
Zachariah, concluding with the thought that as the Jews 
were to find holiness to the Lord written upon those very 
animals that represented to them things most secular, so 
our religion was not merely to be confined to Sunday, but 
we were to take religion into the common every-day life 
with all its duties, and write over all – holiness to the 
Lord. The services were continued on Sunday, the 
weather again proving most favourable, in fact you could 
have fancied that summer had returned. As a 
consequence, we had a very large congregation in the 
morning, but in the evening every available space was 
occupied, and many were unable to gain an entrance into 
the Church.  

From the Archives This large congregation was the more gratifying in-
asmuch as no special preacher occupied the pulpit, 
but the people had come simply to offer their heart-
felt thanks and praise to the great Lord of the har-
vest. The choir acquitted themselves very creditably, 
both on Wednesday and Sunday. The offertory, too, 
for the School Extension Fund, was all that could be 
desired, amounting to £14  12s  3d, as against £10 
last year and £7 in 1895 
 
George Jepson  Vicar and Surrogate 
 

Peter Smith 

From the Wardens 
 
The wardens continue to support Lesley as she 
works to ensure worship returns in our churches all 
in accordance with the latest guidelines received  
and updated with great regularity 
From the Diocesan Office. We 
are having to come to terms with 
ensuring people keep their dis-
tance, sanitise hands  and wear 
their masks. We do understand 
peoples frustration of not being 
able to sit where they may usually 
sit, but we are duty bound to fol-
low the guidelines to the letter 
and in accordance with our risk assessment to ensure 
the building is as safe as we can make it in Covid 
terms.  
We hope that everyone has noticed that the clock 
chimes have now been commissioned. It is wonder-
ful to have them back. The roof alarm which keeps 
our church safe from vandals has been serviced  and 
also the heating boilers. At St Johns we have had to 
deal with pigeons gaining entry into the tower pre-
sumably via the gap where the louvre blade is miss-
ing. Big thank you once again to Kenny and Derek 
for the provision of netting and fitting it in position . 
Our APCM which has been delayed since lockdown 
is planned to be held on Monday 19th October and 
the Wardens will carry out the requisite checks of 
the Log Book and Terrier in advance of the meeting. 
We also have to report that the Quinquennial Report 
is due for both churches.  All Saints is delayed be-
cause of the interregnum and of course the lock-
down. St Johns is due this year and we need to en-
gage a different Architect due to the current one re-
tiring. Also on the back burner is provision of  new 
notice boards  for both churches which will be pur-
sued once  we are able to publish a definite regular 
service pattern. Finally we must thank everyone for 
their response to Lesley’s 1000 can challenge (879 at 
the harvest service) Photo shows the number just 
around the font  there are more in the Chancel and 
the challenge isn't over yet. Well done everyone 
 

Rob Matthews for the Wardens  



LANCHESTER E.P. (Cont.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
Well it has certainly been an interesting start to the new year! In September, I stated that last academic 
year was the most challenging of my career – well I think the first three weeks have surpassed that! I do 
not think we are facing anything different to any other organisation at the moment but it is tough. It is such 
a challenge trying to keep everyone safe, ensure we have all the social distancing in place as much as 
possible, whilst also trying to educate the children. 
 
At the moment, I feel as though I am just managing a school rather than leading it. Each and every day 
brings with it new and unique challenges. However, it can only get better – surely? This week, after 
writing a pleading letter to our MP, I was interviewed on BBC Radio Newcastle and some of the local 
newspapers also reported on our struggle. However, I think every school in the country is facing very 
similar challenges – I know we are not alone in this. As usual, the support has been phenomenal and goes 
to show what a really fabulous community spirit we have here in Lanchester. 
 
Our children are just superb. Each and every one of them has come bouncing back and even though we 
had expected some anxious children, this has just not been the case. I think they have all been so pleased to 
be back in school that any small worries they had quickly disappeared. It is just so lovely to see them all 
and have a school full of laughter and fun again. Long may it continue! 
 
Whilst we have had a lot of children absent from school waiting for tests and results, fortunately, we have 
not had any positive cases yet. However, I do feel that this is just something waiting to happen and then we 
will be needed to support all our families more than ever. 
 
I think at times like this, it is so important for everyone to pull together. This has certainly been the case in 
our school. We have the most wonderful staff who are always prepared to go that extra mile for our 
children. The community spirit is immense and I know that there are always people I can rely on to 
support me too. Thank you! 
 
We hope to celebrate our Harvest Festival with Lesley with a service in the school yard at the start of 
October. We will have to wait for a dry day but hope that the weather will be kind to us! We are certainly 
finding that we can be quite creative with solutions to any issue faced! 
 
We are also having to be quite creative with our daily acts of Worship. We are not allowed to hold whole 
school assemblies or gatherings with all children having to stay in their own bubbles throughout the day. 
This means that whole school Worship is recorded from our homes on an evening and shown to the 
children the following day. Nothing is insurmountable! 
 
I do hope to be more positive next month! Meanwhile, please take care and look after yourselves. 
 
 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher, Lanchester Endowed Parochial (Controlled) Primary School 

We love milk, but from where? 
 
Dairy cows have serious competition these days: a third of young 
people are now opting for vegan milk instead. Recent data from the 
global market research firm, Mintel, has found that 23 per cent of 
Britons now use plant-based milk. It has become most popular among 
the 16 to 24-year-olds.   
 
Many millennials have switched to soya milk because of environmental concerns, but the Sustainable Food 
Trust has recently warned that vegan milk could actually be far more harmful to the environment. They say 
that grass-fed dairy milk poses less of a threat to the Amazon and other rainforests than many soya prod-
ucts do. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



He gave us eyes to see them: ‘St Francis of Assisi preaching to the fish’ 
 
On 4th October we give thanks for one of the most loved saints in the church - Francis of Assisi. He died in 
1226, but his example and witness have lived on to inspire Christians through the centuries.  
 
His was a life focused on the crib and the cross, 
Lady Poverty and the stigmata, suffering and trans-
figuration. But also, it was a life marked by a deep 
love of creation: St Francis had a special nearness 
to all creatures great and small. As we read the sto-
ries of Thomas of Celano, we learn how he tamed 
a wolf in Gubbio, how swallows would chirp and 
fly around his head, how lambs would come close 
and gaze with delight, how his faithful donkey 
wept as the saint approached death, and in this 
month’s painting, how fish would come to the 
shore to hear him preach.  
 
Thomas relates how Francis returned some fish 
that had been caught to the water, telling them not to be caught again. They lingered near the boat, listen-
ing to the saint until he gave them permission to leave. 
 
The sermon to the fish is portrayed in this work by Luc-Olivier Merson, a French artist who lived from 
1846 to 1920. He is better known for his work with designs for banknotes, postage stamps, and the basili-
ca of Sacré - Coeur in Montmartre. Here in this canvas, we see St Francis with followers young and old, a 
faithful dog and the fish at the water’s edge.  
 
What was the saint telling them? I think that they were loved and valued as part of the rich tapestry of 
God’s creation, and they must return that love. It is the mood of the Benedicite where all things that move 
in the earth, the skies and the seas are exhorted to praise the Lord and magnify him forever. St Francis 
captures that mood in his own Canticle of the Sun. 
 
In the weeks and months of lockdown many of us have had the time to look afresh at our relationship with 
the world of nature as we have journeyed through the seasons of spring and summer. We have learnt to 
wonder at the richness and variety of creation. We need to take that lesson into the ‘new normal' as re-
strictions are gradually relaxed. The clock and the complexity of life may easily take over again, but St 
Francis is inviting us to journey with him in simplicity and joy as we praise God with all His creatures: 
 
 ‘Let all things their Creator bless 
 and worship Him in humbleness.’ 
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All Saints Church 

St Johns Burnhope 

All Saints Church 
All Saints Church 

Burnhope Comm Centre 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

St Johns Burnhope 
All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

All Saints Church 

 
 

Rearranged P.C.C. Meeting 

Holy Communion or SOW 

Holy Communion or SOW 
Morning Prayer. 

Café Church. 

Holy Communion 

Mothers Union Meeting (in Church). 

Holy Communion. 

Holy Communion (St Luke) 
Holy Communion. (St Luke) 

Annual Parochial Parish Meeting. 

Holy Communion. 

Service of The Word. 

Dates for your Diary October 2020 



Across 
 
1  He must be ‘the husband of but one wife and must 
manage his children and his household well’ (1 Timothy 
3:12) (6) 
4  ‘For we must all — before the judgement seat of 
Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:10) (6) 
7  ‘They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they were 
at their — end’ (Psalm 107:27) (4) 
8  See 19 Across  
9  It concerned who among the disciples would be the 
greatest(Luke 9:46) (8)  
13 Formed by the Jews in Thessalonica to root out Paul 
and Silas (Acts 17:5) (3)  
16 ‘He has sent me to bind up the — ’ (Isaiah 61:1) (6-7) 
17 Moved rapidly on foot (Matthew 28:8) (3)  
19 and 8  ‘ — a great company of the — host appeared 
with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (8,8) 
24 Hindrance (Romans 14:13) (8)  
25 Comes between Luke and Acts (4)  
26 Empower (Acts 4:29) (6)  
27 ‘Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s 
house into a — !’ (John 2:16) (6) 
 
Down 
 
1  Sunrise (Psalm 119:147) (4)  
2  The part of the day when Cornelius the Caesarean cen-
turion had avision of an angel of God (Acts 10:3) (9)  
3  He was one of those who returned with Zerubbabel 
from exile inBabylon to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 7:7) (5)  
4  ‘No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born — 
’(John 3:3) (5)  

5  Animal hunted or killed as food (Ezekiel 22:25) (4)  
6  ‘He encouraged them — — remain true to the 
Lord’ (Acts 11:23) (3,2)  
10 Ruses (anag.) (5)  
11 Jewish priestly vestment (Exodus 28:6) (5)  
12 Visible sign of what had been there (Daniel 2:35) (5)  
13 This was the trade of Alexander, who did Paul ‘a great 
deal of harm’ (2 Timothy 4:14) (9)  
14 ‘This is my — , which is for you; do this in remem-
brance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (4)  
15 One of Noah’s great-great-grandsons (Genesis 10:24) 
(4)  
18 Traditionally the first British Christian martyr (5)  
20 Relationship of Ner to Saul (1 Samuel 14:50) (5)  
21 Jacob had one at a place he named Bethel while on 
his way to Haran, fleeing from Esau (Genesis 28:12) (5)  
22 Bats (anag.) (4)  

 
 

Honey, honey! 
 
If your grannie gave you 
honey when you had a 
cold, she was right.  
 
Research published in The 
British Medical Journal 
has found that honey is 
especially good for treat-
ing upper respiratory tract 
infections (URTIs) such 
as the common cold.  
 
Honey has anti-microbial 
and anti-inflammatory properties. These do better at 
soothing your cough and sniffles than any of the over-
the-counter remedies. In fact, URTI sufferers who 
were given honey suffered their symptoms for up to 
two days LESS than those who did not use honey.  
All good news, especially as honey is cheap, readily 
available, and has virtually no side effects. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 

 
Answers 
 
ACROSS: 1, Deacon. 4, Appear. 7, Wits. 8, Heavenly. 9, 
Argument. 13, Mob. 16, Broken-hearted. 17, Ran. 19, Sud-
denly. 24, Obstacle. 25, John. 26, Enable. 27, Market.  
 
DOWN: 1, Dawn. 2, Afternoon. 3, Nehum. 4, Again. 5, 
Prey. 6, All to. 10, Users. 11, Ephod. 12, Trace. 13, Metal-
work. 14, Body. 15, Eber. 18, Alban. 20, Uncle. 21, Dream. 
22, Stab. 23, Gnat. 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 
Are there special places 
where you have known the 
Lord’s touch on your life? 
Thank God for the times 
and places where you have 
received comfort, hope and 
new direction. 

 

Through the Year with the Pilgrim Fathers – 
365 daily readings 
By Stephen Poxon, Lion Hudson, £12.99 
 
The year 2020 witnesses the 400th anniversary of 
the voyage made by the Pilgrim Fathers, who 
sailed from England to America on board the 
Mayflower. 
This epic excursion signalled one of the most 
significant episodes in Christian history, making as 
it did an enormous impact on the trajectory of 
Christianity in the USA. 
Through the Year with the Pilgrim Fathers is a 
commemorative edition featuring excerpts relating 
to that event. It is a story of faith, adventure and 
courage. Each excerpt is married to a verse of 
Scripture and a prayer, providing 365 daily 
readings telling the story of great exploits in God's 
service. 

Smile Lines 

Need for healing 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We bring to you all those struggling with their mental health 
just now. 
 We pray: 
For everyone who is smiling, when inside they’re in pain. 
For everyone who is saying they’re fine, when inside they 
feel drained and empty. 
For everyone struggling with fear and worry as the easing of 
the lockdown brings new anxieties. 
 Be with them in their suffering, as so much of their world 
has been stripped back and emptied. 
 When loved family and friends have been taken by illness,  
Or made distant by lockdown. 
 Pour your healing balm into their pain and sadness. 
May you walk with them besides still waters  
May you speak to them in a still small voice. 
 May you heal them, and fill them, and bless them with your 
abundant love and fullness of life. 
 And may they know that they are loved by you for the beau-
tiful unique person that they are, created in the image of 
their heavenly creator and loving Lord. 
  
In the Name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 
Amen. 
 

 By the Revd Peter Crumpler 

Radical Gratitude – recalibrating your heart in 
an age of entitlement 
By Peter Maiden, 10ofthose, £7.99 
 
As Christians we should be the most grateful peo-
ple alive. After all, doesn't the Bible encourage 
thankfulness and condemn grumbling? 
Peter Maiden traces the theme of thanksgiving in 
Scripture, and shows how we can genuinely live 
counter-cultural lives even in an age of rampant 
entitlement. He explains how gratitude is the key to 
joyful, consistent Christian living, discipleship and 
mission involvement.  
He considers how we can develop the habit of 
thanksgiving, the benefits of gratitude, and how we 
can be grateful, even in hard times. 
As he was writing this book, the author learned that 
he was suffering from incurable cancer. Far from 
derailing his message, this unwelcome news ener-
gised his efforts as he poured out his vision on the 
page with his now-limited resources. This is au-
thenticity at its best. This book will be the author's 
last. 

Parenting as a Church Leader - helping your 
family thrive   By Rachel Turner, BRF, £9.99 
This book tackles the unique parenting challenges 
faced by church leaders. It is full of insightful ad-
vice and creative suggestions for managing the 
pressures and expectations heaped on church lead-
ers’ families.  
The author counters the widespread view that vic-
arage or manse life inevitably has a negative im-
pact on the children. You can navigate your chil-
dren’s most formative years, with the goal of keep-
ing strong connections with you and with God. 



DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2HX 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


