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For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and deep 

springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig 

trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey;  a land where bread will not be scarce and you will 

lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills.  When you 

have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.  Be 

careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and 

his decrees that I am giving you this day.  Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you 

build fine houses and settle down,  and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver 

and gold increase and all you have is multiplied,  then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your 

God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that 

thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock.  He gave you 

manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it 

might go well with you. You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for 

me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his 

covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. Deuteronomy 8:7-18 

It’s a wet, misty August day and the leaves are falling from the beech trees outside my office window. All of a sudden it 

feels like autumn- and I’m thinking about Harvest Festival. Lanchester is the most rural place we’ve ever lived in. 

Farming and food production is all around us, and we’re often woken early (or late!) by the clatter of large pieces of farm 

machinery trundling up Newbiggen Lane to the next field that’s being worked. Harvest, it seems to me, should be a deeply 

significant festival for the people of our villages, as we give thanks for the beauty of creation and the abundant provision 

our loving God makes for his children. 

But not all of us enjoy a secure income, secure housing and the choices most of us enjoy making from day to day. And this 

year, as unemployment rises and the country enters an unprecedented recession, many more people will be relying on our 

foodbanks for emergency food parcels. 

When I was working out my vocation to the priesthood I helped to set up a foodbank in Easington Lane. There I met many 

whose story was the same; “I never thought this could happen to me” was something I heard each week as I met our guests 

at the door. We always had a pot of home-made soup on the go, and we ate together and listened. One lunchtime Steve, a 

young man we’d just met, told me; ‘I came to the foodbank today because we had no food and no money. I had an 

operation and was off work from October until January. I went back to work for a few hours a day and I now work 25 

hours a week. While I was off work I got into debt – rent, council tax and water rates. I was down and felt embarrassed 

about my situation. I was scared to come in, but I feel better now” 

At times, we can tend to assume that foodbanks are for other people – for people ‘not like us’. However, stories like 

Steve’s are a sobering reminder that sometimes all our hard work and planning is simply not enough to get by. Debilitating 

illness, redundancy, relationship breakdown, bereavement, unexpected increases in living costs and much more can leave 

people vulnerable, in situations which are completely beyond their control. Others find themselves in predicaments which, 

with the benefit of hindsight, may have been partially preventable; in reality, many more people’s situations are a very 

complex mixture of both.  

At harvest, God warns us against trying to draw distinctions between self-inflicted and 

circumstantial poverty. Instead, he invites us to remember the true source of all our 

fragile wealth and our transitory ability to produce it – Himself. And in celebrating the 

source of all our material blessings, we are encouraged to give thanks for the ultimate 

gift they foreshadow: the rich, undeserved, unearned, extravagant grace offered freely 

to us all through Christ.  

So this harvest time, we’ve decided to give thanks for all that we still have, despite the 

pandemic, by doing something practical for those who need the foodbanks more than 

ever. We’re launching the 1000 Can Challenge, aiming to collect 1000 cans of food for 

our foodbanks at Consett and Annfield Plain in time for our Harvest Festival. You can 

drop off your donations at church or at the vicarage, and we’ll reveal the grand total 

during our service at 10:30 on 20th September. And in the meantime, please join us in 

prayer for those relying on the generosity of others just to put food on the table. 

With every blessing, Lesley 



A Reflection  by Pauline 
 
After we’d finished clearing up the scraps, we were shattered.  The crowd hadn’t helped much.  It was late, they were tired, 
their bellies were full - for the first time in their lives for a lot of them - and the children were getting whingey.  Many of 
them had work in the morning and they all wanted their beds. 
Jesus said to us “Get off to the boat, lads.  I’ll chase this lot away home.”  We tried to protest - he was exhausted .  White as 
a sheet.  We’d worked hard, but we’d had the easy job - giving out food and clearing up.  Jesus had had to make that little 
go a long way.  The power, the EFFORT that must have taken.  He could barely stand.  But he insisted.  “I need to spend 
some time with God alone - get yourselves away.”  So we went, and left him. 
It was getting dark.  A fine night.  The sea was calm and black as the surface of Jacob’s well, flat and thick as milk.  We set 
sail, and for all we were exhausted, we couldn’t rest - we were buzzing - too tired to sleep. my mother would have said - and 
for all we were worn out we spent a bit of time fishing - There’s nothing calms the mind like a bit of physical work, and the 
repetitive movement of casting the net, drawing it in, emptying it, casting it again . .  you forget your aching muscles and 
get lost in the flow of the movement .. . cast, draw, empty . . . the moon on the water . . . the soft breeze in the warm night . . 
. the darkness around, so thick and black you could almost touch it . . . the silence . . .  
We didn’t catch anything.  We didn’t want to.  We just wanted to settle our minds.  And after a short while we pulled up the 
nets and settled ourselves to rest.  My word!  We felt our aching muscles then, though! 
Now anyone who knows the Sea of Gallilee will tell you.  It can go from flat calm to raging in a heartbeart.  It’s the moun-
tains all around it - they channel and trap the wind and it whirls round and can’t escape and in seconds there’s a storm and 
waves as high as the Temple crashing down on you - and that’s what happened that night. 
We’d been hugging the coastline to get home, but the wind forced us out into the middle of the sea, and no matter how we 
fought that sail we couldn’t get a grip on it.  We got further and further out. 
And then we saw him.  It was just starting to get light, and there was this figure walking towards us over the water.  We 
were terrified - I mean - it was walking ON the WATER!  Common sense leaves you when you’re frightened.  We all 
thought it was a ghost - we were frozen with fright.  Then he called out and we knew his voice.  It was the Lord!  but as I 
tell the lads when they kid me about it, demons can pretend to be anything . . . Anyway, I called back “If it’s you, COM-
MAND me to come to you.”  And he said “Come”. 
I had no control over my legs.  They acted of their own will. it seemed.  I hadn’t wanted this - I hadn’t expected it.  I just 
wanted to be with him.  But I was over the side of the boat, and walking towards him, and I was fine, absolutely fine, I just 
kept my eyes on him and I didn’t falter . . and then there was a gust of wind, and it raised up a wave to the side of me and it 
caught my eye and it was like I lost my focus, my concentration, and I panicked as I suddenly realised that what I was doing 
- walking on WATER - was impossible and I started to sink and cried out in terror - I don’t mind admitting it - I was past 
myself with fear.  And then suddenly, I was lifted up and he - Jesus - had a tight hold of me and he was saying “Why did 
you doubt?  You were doing so well.  You were doing so well” 
We climbed back into the boat and the wind dropped straight away, and all the lads were praising him “Truly you are the 
Son of God.” seeing it for the first time.  But I said nothing.  I was too full.  I thought my heart would burst. 
And now, when they talk about it, they talk about how they all believed him from the moment he said “Do not be afraid.  It 
is I.”.  About how I was the only one to question it.  They say what a miracle it 
was, how amazing it was, how he knew we were in trouble, how he walked 
across the water how he stilled the storm.  That’s when they knew who he was, 
they say.  And I say nothing, not even when they make fun of me about it. 
Because I didn’t hear him say “It is I.” - I heard him say “I AM!".  I heard God’s 
Holy Name from his lips as he walked towards us.  And I believed it and feared 
it.  That’s why I called to him - let me come to you.  And you know what - I 
wanted it to be true - I knew it was true - but I was frightened to believe 
it.  Because I knew that if he was God, then we were in for - who knows what?  And the fear of him being God overcame 
me. 
And then, when I sank and he touched me - that life-giving touch - I felt it.  I felt time stop.  I felt everything become still 
and silent.  And in that stillness . . . in that silence . . . I felt the POWER pour through me and in that moment, in that frac-
tion of a second, in that  . . . that . . . OUTSIDE-time-ness - I saw myself and the others - ugly, broken-toothed, pockmarked 
bruisers of working men that we are - and for that briefest moment I saw us as He saw us - as God sees us, all of us, all of 
CREATION - and we were so BEAUTIFUL.  Beautiful and fragile and tiny and so very, very vulnerable - and I felt God’s 
love for all of us and for all of the earth - and it was so overwhelming . . .so AWESOME . . so GREAT, I couldn’t breathe 
and I never wanted that feeling to end, even though I knew it was so powerful, so huge, it would destroy me . . . 
And then it was gone and there was just the two of us and he was helping me back into the boat, and THAT was what was 
amazing and miraculous. 
Not that this man - this man who is God - knew that we were in trouble, and walked on the water and calmed the storm - 
that’s not amazing.  That’s nothing to God. 
What is amazing is that he cares - God cares enough about us to come to us, to save us.  That even when my faith failed he 
reached out for me when I cried out.  He lifted me up.  He held me safe.  I failed him.  But he didn’t fail me. 
I’m not a good man.  I try to be, but I fail over and over again.  But even now, though he isn’t with us in body any more, 
every time I call for help he holds me safely to him  And every time it happens I remember that stillness, that deep, deep 
silence -  and that surge of loving, life-giving power - and I feel it again, but just an infinitesimal degree of what it is.  And it 
still leaves me breathless and thrilled and terrified at the sheer enormity of it.  That fraction of a moment when I saw into 
the very heart of God, and felt how each of us - ridiculously tiny and weak and helpless and lost as we are - is infinitely, 
amazingly, undeservedly, and unreservedly beloved. 
 

Pauline Meek 



PARISH REGISTERS 
      Lanchester and Burnhope  

Funerals   

22nd July            John Nicholas ‘Jack’ Wright  

26th August         Ethel Armstrong MBE 

27th August         Robin Matthews 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                        

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’ 

                          Our Second Annual  

           TABLE TOP SALE  

              at 1, Deanery Cottages  

                         Saturday  

12th September 9.30 -noon  

 

A good reason to clear out 

your attic or garage!  

12 places available for a £7 
fee. 

 Bring your own table or hire one for an addi-
tional £1. 

 There will be 2 general tables for donated 
items to be sold for church funds.  

Large heavy items can be dropped off at the 

bottom of the drive. N.B. No Parking.  

Set up after 8am. **All unsold items to be re-

moved by the owner before 12.30. 

 Numbers limited because of social distancing       

Book your slot with Sue Smith                                                                      
              07967402479  

              Tea/coffee & scones  available  

 Picnic Church 
We intend on Sunday 20th September 2020 to hold a Picnic 
Church  in the Churchyard (maintaining social distancing) 
following on from our Traditional Harvest Eucharist in 
Church. 
Family activities ,Treasure Hunt for the Children possibly 
some music and singing. EP scholars are taking part in our 
1000 can challenge  and may also take part. 
We would like to appeal for anyone who could loan us any 
lightweight gazebos, or tents for the event, If you have let 
Lesley or any of the Wardens know  
Thank You 

Editor  



NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES  

Mothers’ Union  Lanchester 
I am delighted to tell our members that we 
will be holding a  Mothers’ Union meeting 
in church, on Tuesday 8th September at 2.0pm.  
This will be a service of thanksgiving and then a 
review of the past year.  We have done a risk 
assessment and will be following the guidelines 
used by the church.  Masks will need to be                             
worn, hand sanitising on entry and exit, and seating 
will be socially distant as it is on our Sunday and 
Wednesday service.  It has been a long time since 
we last met and I look forward to greeting you in 
September. 

Eileen Matthews 

 

Any old Gold?    
 
We reported in the previous 
magazine that a suggestion 
had been made that perhaps 
people may have some old 
gold. The odd ear-ring a  bit of old gold chain and 
the like, the sale of which would provide donations. 
We shall place a box at the back of Church in mid 
September should anyone care to donate any items to 
the cause. It will be clearly marked and put away at 
the end of each service. The proceeds from the sale 
of the  collection will be put into the Church fund.   
                                                                            

The Social and Fundraising Committee 

Ginger Wine 2020 Vintage 
 
Ginger Wine (£4 bottle) 
This years brew of Ginger Wine is now available 
till the end of September. 
 
Telephone orders are welcome 01207521690 or call 
at 44 Alderside Crescent to collect. 
 
Too heavy to carry?  
No problem we can deliver. 
Proceeds from sales to 
Church funds. 
Thank you so much,  
ENJOY. 
 

Hazel Gaskill 

A-MAZE-ING PRAYER WALK 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in the laby-
rinth walk on Sunday 16th August and to all those 
who sponsored them. It was a very enjoyable day 
with time to chat and meet friends we have missed 
in lockdown. A total of £742 was raised for church 
funds. 

Margaret Walters 
on behalf of the Social and Fundraising 
Committee 

 

Burnhope Café Church 
 
Cafe Church at Burnhope is restarting on Thursday 
10th September.  Could you please put this in your 
diaries, and it will now be the 2nd Thursday of every 
month not the 1st Thursday 
as before. 
 
 

Doreen Park 

Purity 
 

White Lilly– Lillium Candidum and Star of Bethle-
hem-Omithogaium Umbellatum 
I had to write about lilies when we have such beau-
tiful pink lilies either side of the Church door –
Lilium Rubellum. 
“Ye loftier lilies bathed in morning 
dew, Of purity and innocence renew                                               
Each lovely thought.  
According to an ancient Christian 
legend, the first lily sprang from the 
tears of Eve as she went from Eden. 
The white lily is the emblem of purity and dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary. The flower comes into bloom 
about the time of the Annunciation. Jesus said 
“Consider the lilies how they grow, they toil not, 
they spin not, and yet I say unto you that even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. 
William Blake wrote- “While the lily white shall 
love delight , nor a thorn nor a stain her beauty 
bright. 
 

Audrey Newton 

And to raise a smile 
God said to Noah - build me a new ark. After much dis-
cussion God said I would like it high and filled with fish. 
Noah said what kind of fish? God said Carp, 
because I would like-  
“A multi story Carp Ark” 



Foodbank 
 
Please don't forget those who depend on the food-
bank at this difficult time. Lanchester All Saints is 
not open for you to leave donations at present and 
we have liaised with the Foodbank in Consett to see 
how we can help. Lanchester donated over a ton of 
food in the last year, and many people would strug-
gle without that generosity of spirit.  
As it is  difficult to collect food for the food bank 
we have spoken to them and they are happy for us 
to circulate their bank account details if anyone 
wants to make money donations on line. 
 Sort code                 40-52-40 
Account  number   00099102 
Cheques for Consett foodbank should be made pay-
able to Consett Food 4U, and posted to County 
Durham Foodbank, Durham Christian Partnership, 

100 Club 
 
The July draw was carried out by 
 Sue and Rob (socially distant)  
on August 18th 
 
The winning numbers are as follows: 
 
84,105,114,5,120,54 all prizes of £5 
 

Sue Smith and Olga Walker 

THINK FOOD BANK  
As a church we are committed to 
supporting the Food Bank in Consett   
(There are now 29 Food Banks operating in the 
Durham Diocese) 

 
 

 Church Wives 
No meetings on the horizon yet, 
What a long time since we met. 

I do hope you are all keeping well, 
Not seeing you, I cannot tell. 

Keep praying for one another every day 
Keep hope in your heart as you follow His way. 

We will get through this, God is in control. 
He cares for each of us, mind body and soul. 

 

Brenda Craddock 

 

A reminder to all Parish Magazine sub-
scribers and deliverers 

 
The annual subscription of £4 falls due in October 
and will be collected by those persons delivering 
the Magazine. If this is not convenient and whilst 
the Church remains closed, money can be left with 
me at 27 Ford Road. 
Please would deliverers please advise me of any 
changes to their lists. Thank you. 
 
Peter Smith 
01207 520498 
peterandjen27@talktalk.net 
 

Peter Smith 

God, through the eyes of a child 

 
The following words were written by an 8 year old boy 
to his mates. 
‘One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes 
these to put in place of the ones that die. so that there 
will be enough people to take care of the things on 
earth. He doesn’t make grown ups, just babies. I think 
because they are small and easier to make. 
God’s second most important job is listening to prayers. 
God doesn’t have time to listen to the Radio or TV on 
account he’s so busy listening to people’s prayers .You 
can pray any time you want and God and Jesus are sure 
to hear you because they got it worked out and one of 
them is on duty all the time. 
If you don’t believe in God you will be very lonely, be-
cause your parents can’t go everywhere with you, like 
to camp, God can. It’s good to know he’s around when 
you’re scared of the dark or you can’t swim very good, 
or get thrown in the deep end by the kids. 
 But you shouldn’t just think what God can do for you. I 
figure God put me here and he can take me back at any-
time he pleases and that is why I believe in God.’. 
I would have liked to meet that little boy. ‘Out of the 
mouths of babes.’ 
He makes you think 
 

Brenda Craddock 

**FACE MASKS STILL AVAILABLE.** 
 
PROCEEDS TO 
LANCHESTER PARISH 
CHURCH 
ABOUT 1000 ALREADY 
MADE AND SOLD. 
 
pleated, pocketed ones for extra paper lining 
and 3 layered, shaped ones, plain and pat-
terned. 
Phone Jen on 520498 or Margaret on 521214 
Happy to deliver in the village. 
 
£1 minimum donation per mask 



 Macmillan Matters                                                     

Mike and I would like to thank everyone who supported 
our Open Garden on the 15th August in aid of Macmil-
lan Cancer Support. We were overwhelmed by the gen-
erous donations, cakes for the cake stall and the attend-
ance on the day. Particular thanks go to Lesley for bless-
ing Charlotte’s Wood for us. Judging by the feedback 
we’ve had people seem to have enjoyed the gardens and 
the teas, so we are thinking about the possibility of do-
ing it again next year, watch this space! 
As many of you may know, Durham Not Alone usually 
hold a Macmillan Coffee Morning at the Community 
Centre, but due to the current situation that isn’t possi-
ble. However cancer hasn’t gone away so nor will we! 
Coffee Morning is more important than ever this year as 
Macmillan’s services are in great demand but like all 
charities income is likely to be less than half of what is 
needed. It should also be noted that they do not receive 
any funding from the government. So our plan is to 
bring Coffee Morning to your door! We will be offering 
a menu which will include cake, scones, chutney, mar-
malade, chocolate fudge and cookies. The full menu 
will be available on Monday 14 th September and orders 
will need to be in by midday Wednesday 23rd Septem-
ber. The orders will be delivered on Coffee Morning 
day, Friday 25th September - you make your drink, we 
bring your cake! If you are interested in taking part in 
our Coffee Morning please email me on: 
jackieeaston@aol.com  and I will send you a menu once 
it is available. Thank You 
 

Jackie Easton 

Louis Pasteur – ‘father’ of microbiology 
 
A tiny invisible thing that brings disease and death …. 
where have we heard that before?! But Louis Pasteur, 
who died 125 years ago this month, on 28th September 
1895, was not interested in a virus from China, but in 
tiny living organisms that brought 
disease and death in other ways.  
 
Pasteur made some outstanding 
breakthroughs. He discovered the 
principles of vaccination, and then 
created the first vaccines for anthrax 
and rabies. His medical discoveries 
provided support for the germ theory 
of disease and nullified the theory of 
spontaneous generation. 
 
But Louis Pasteur is best known for his invention of the 
technique of treating milk and wine to stop bacterial con-
tamination, a process that was named after him: pasteuri-
sation. In doing so, he saved the French beer, wine and 
silk industries. 
All in all, this gifted French biologist, microbiologist, 
and chemist well deserves his title as the ‘father of mi-
crobiology,’ and to be seen as one of the three main 
founders of bacteriology.   
 

Source The Parish Pump 

Churches warned to prepare for ‘tidal wave 
of poverty’  
 
Church leaders are being urged to be ready to respond 
to the lasting impact of the pandemic on the country’s 
poorest people. 
The effect on urban, suburban and rural communities 
is likely to be severe with many thousands of jobs be-
ing lost and livelihoods threatened. The poorest in so-
ciety may find themselves hardest hit.  
Churches are being encouraged to respond to the dev-
astating impact of the pandemic and to build on the 
numerous social projects already in place.  
The Trussell Trust that supports around 1200 UK 
foodbanks is warning of a ‘tidal wave of poverty’ 
poised to engulf the country. 
Chief Executive Emma Revie has called on church 
leaders to talk to their congregations about justice and 
compassion and to work to address the root causes of 
poverty. 
Speaking at a Bible Society webinar she encouraged 
church leaders “increasingly to talk to their congrega-
tions about God’s concern for justice and compassion 
to characterise the structures of our society: the way 
our benefit system works, the way our economy func-
tions, people’s employment conditions and wage lev-
els.” 
Emma Revie said that the Trussell Trust was “very 
clear that food banks are not a solution to poverty” and 
the charity wanted “to see people experiencing fulness 
of life and not being trapped by poverty.”  
She praised the vital role played by churches in run-
ning foodbanks and encouraged congregations “That 
when we pray for our foodbanks, that we would also 
allow ourselves room to lament the injustices that 
make them necessary in the first place and seek wis-
dom about how we might be part of bringing about 
change. 
“Because if we don’t concern ourselves with these 
things, the tidal wave of poverty is going to be too 
high and too powerful for us to respond to and we will 
see many more people being swept into destitution in 
the UK.” 
At the webinar ‘Mission during lockdown and be-
yond,’ the Bible Society published research showing 
that church leaders are expecting increased demand for 
food banks, poverty relief, mental health work, be-
reavement support, relationship counselling, as well as 
courses such as Alpha that introduce people to the 
Christian faith. 
The insights resonate with responses to the impact of 
the pandemic from other church leaders. The Bishop 
of Tonbridge, Simon Burton-Jones, warned a Church 
of England webinar that the pandemic would cause 
growth in the ‘precariat’, the numbers of people on 
zero-hours contracts or juggling several jobs to sur-
vive. The bishop also forecast an increase in tension 
between the generations, with the future particularly 
bleak for many young people who have lost their jobs, 
and those living in insecure rented accommodation. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



Obituary Ethel Armstrong MBE 
 
The funeral of Ethel 
Armstrong, MBE took 
place at All Saints 
Lanchester on 26th 
August.  
Ethel was born and 
grew up in Stanley 
with her brother John 
during the hard years of the 1930s and 40s. She was 
an intelligent girl, full of energy and personality de-
spite (or perhaps because of) her small stature, going 
to Grammar school in Tanfield and beginning a ca-
reer as a nurse at the age of 17.  
She was highly able, and began training as a radiog-
rapher on the very day that the National Health Ser-
vice was established in July 1948. The NHS and her 
husband Harry were the constant and abiding loves 
of Ethel’s life; she followed Harry around the coun-
try as he pursued his career in engineering, finally as 
a director of Hawker Siddeley; and she was always 
employed in the caring professions. Her commitment 
to the NHS saw her become a pioneer of breast can-
cer screening, and a member of the council of gover-
nors of the RVI. Neither did Ethel truly retire; she 
threw herself into working for the NHS Retirement 
Fellowship, becoming its life patron in 2015 and be-
ing awarded the MBE for all her charitable work.  
When the NHS celebrated its 70th birthday Ethel be-
came one of the ‘faces’ of the anniversary with her 
love of people and volunteering. She was kind, gen-
erous and charming- and a woman of strong person-
ality, fiercely independent and determined.  
Ethel is survived by her brother John, sister in law 
Muriel and nephew Peter. She will be very sadly 
missed by many, and remembered with love. 

Lesley   

Regular Giving to the Church 
 
2020 has been a very difficult year financially and I would 
like to thank you all for continuing to give so generously to 
our church.  One of the major differences from my perspec-
tive has been the change in the way money has been donat-
ed.  Obviously plate collections stopped for almost four 
months:  instead people made a single direct bank transfer, 
set up a new standing order or set up a direct debit through 
the Parish Giving Scheme.  Weekly envelope giving almost 
stopped and in some cases new electronic payments were 
set up.  Occasionally small bundles were delivered to my 
house or big bundles of envelopes were delivered to church 
when services resumed. 
This switch to electronic giving has been most marked on 
the envelope scheme. Now is the time to order the envelope 
sets for 2021, but we would only require less than 25% of 
our previous order.  However, since the set up costs ac-
count for most of our payment we would not make any sig-
nificant savings by reducing the number of envelopes or-
dered.  It seems unlikely that we will be able to return to 
full normal life with weekly envelope collections until later 
in 2021.  Perhaps this is an opportune moment for you to 
consider other methods of regular giving to the church.  It 
would be really helpful if we were able to discontinue the 
envelope scheme which has served us well in the past, but 
which is no longer an efficient method of giving in the 
modern world of banking. 
The most efficient giving method for us is through the Par-
ish Giving Scheme which is now used by many churches.  
This charity makes a charge to the Diocese, which is not 
passed on to us.  The Scheme collects the donations on the 
first of each month and passes the money to us on the 10th 
of the month.  On the 11th we then get any Gift Aid tax 
refund for which we are eligible.  This benefits us signifi-
cantly in two ways.  Firstly, we don’t have to wait until 
after the year-end to submit a claim as the money drips in 
each month rather than in a lump sum around April.  This is 
particularly important now with our depleted reserves.  The 
second major benefit is that don’t have to maintain the Gift 
Aid records and submit the claim, which is a very difficult 
and time consuming task.  This is all done by the Parish 
Giving scheme.  It also helps with the recording in the ac-
counts: we only have to record three pieces of information 
each month, total gift aid, total non-gift aid and tax recov-
ered.   
You could replace your envelope giving by setting up a 
standing order, but we would still have to process the Gift 
Aid claim once a year and then record in the accounts the 
individual payments which takes quite some time each 
month. 
I need to order the envelope sets for next year before the 
end of October and if you feel that you might be able to 
switch to the Parish Giving scheme, but want more infor-
mation, please give me a call.  I’ll then be able to make a 
decision about whether to order envelopes for next year. 
Thank you again for your continuing support and generous 
giving to the church. 
 

Stephen Bailey 
Treasurer 

Lord of the mountains        

You, O God, are the Lord of the mountains and the 
valleys. As I travel over mountains and through val-
leys, I am beneath your feet.  You surround me with 
every kind of creature… Open my eyes to see their 
beauty, that I may perceive them as the work of your 
hands…                                                   

Tonight, I will sleep beneath your feet, O Lord of the 
mountains and valleys, ruler of the trees and vines. I 
will rest in your love, with you protecting me as a 
father protects his children, with you watching over 
me as a mother watches over her children. Then to-
morrow the sun will rise and I will not know where I 
am; but I know that you will guide my footsteps.      

A prayer of the Sioux Indians 



An Extract from the Lanchester Parish 
Magazine 
September 1902 

 
My dear Friends – 
We rejoice to know and record that our King was 
crowned on Saturday, August 9th, amid the acclamation 
of  his subjects, the booming of cannon, and the ringing 
of bells, and the news was made known to the farthest 
corners of the earth where floats the Union Jack. 
On the Sunday following, we had Special Services in 
the Church, which were well attended, the Offertory in 
the morning was for the Capetown Cathedral, a portion 
of which is being erected as a Memorial to those who 
lost their lives in the South African War, and as a Thank 
offering for lives preserved; the Children’s Service at 3 
o’clock was a great success, the introduction of Banners 
having a very pretty and pleasing effect as the children 
marched round the Church, singing, or stood in the 
Nave, and lustily joined in the National Anthem. The 
Church looked beautiful, decked out with flags, and 
plants, and flowers, thanks to the kindness of our 
friends at Burnhopeside and Greencroft. 
On Wednesday, August 13th, we had our Annual 
Sunday School Excursion to the seaside, again visiting 
South Shields, and had a very enjoyable afternoon, the 
weather being very favourable; our best thanks are due 
to all those who so kindly contribute, year by year, to 
our Sunday School Fund, and encourage us to persevere 
in this most important branch of our Church’s work; I 
am glad to say that owing to the increase of voluntary 
self-denying teachers, our work has become more 
efficient, and the numbers have gone up considerably, 
but we should be glad to hear of anyone who is ready 
and willing to spend an hour a week helping forward 
Christ’s work amongst the young of His flock and of 
His Church. 
 
It is felt by many friends of the C.M.S. that the 
circumstances of the present time constitute a special 
call to prayer. On the one hand, the prospects in the 
mission Field were never more hopeful as regards 
opportunities for preaching the Gospel; on the other, 
suitable candidates for service are not coming forward 
in anything like the proportion that is necessary if every 
opportunity is to be seized, nor even in sufficient 
numbers to carry on efficiently work already in hand; 
nor is the income of the Society showing that 
expansiveness which many had hoped to see this year. 
And yet our Churches are crowded with worshippers, 
and amongst our Communicants are thousands of 
intelligent young men and young women who, if once 
their hearts were fired with Missionary zeal, would 
soon make a difference in the Mission Field. 
Now we know perfectly well that God could give us all 
that is needed in funds and agents, without our asking; 
we know that He could convert the Heathen without 
any Missionary Society or human co-operation 
whatsoever; but that is His usual method.  

From the Archives For wise reasons known to Him, though not to us, 
He withholds blessings until His people bow before 
Him in believing prayer; and He decrees that, with-
out a preacher, the Heathen shall not hear the Gos-
pel. He has put this treasure in earthen vessels. 
Our course, then, is plain. We are called by these 
very circumstances to unite in earnest supplication 
to Him Who holds all hearts in His keeping- the 
hearts of those who can go, and the hearts of those 
who can give. 
We therefore invite the friends of the Society to join 
in an act of Special Intercession on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30th, or should that day be inconvenient, up-
on some other day falling in the same week. 
 
GEORGE JEPSON, Vicar and Surrogate 
 

Peter Smith 

From The Wardens 
 
It is good to be supporting Lesley and helping to 
make tentative steps back to normality by preparing 
the Churches for worship once again. It is very 
strange and different- temporary signage, one way 
systems, pews you can sit in, pews that you can’t, 
sanitising stations, everyone wearing masks and at 
the moment no singing but it is a start and good to 
see people returning back to Church We have been 
ensuring that the church is clean and have been run-
ning water systems as we have been recommended 
to do to ensure no Legionella  bacteria is allowed to 
build up in the system. We are unable at this time to 
use the Chapter House but that will come in time. 
We do miss using this facility and the ‘Buzz’ of 
chatter after the morning service. 
We can report that the new chiming mechanism to 
the clock has been installed and some minor electri-
cal work carried out to facilitate the new equipment. 
The actual commissioning being slightly delayed 
until early September. The Clock has also had its 
annual service carried out at the same time. We 
thank all those persons who have generously donated 
to this project and have made this possible. We trust 
the village will notice the difference. The heating 
system is due to be serviced and a date has been or-
ganised in early October. As you may have noticed 
we have acquired a new piano which is smaller than 
the other one and sounds wonderful. The old piano is 
now in the Chapter house awaiting a repair. This 
gives us greater scope for music in the Chapter 
House. The organ which has been largely unused 
will be found a new home. We shall be looking at 
cleaning the Church in the future as Jen and Peter 
who have carried out the cleaning of the Church and 
Chapter House for so many years,  have decided to 
step down from this duty, we owe them our gratitude 
for the unstinting way they have served the church in 
this regard for so long.   
For the Wardens 
 

Rob Matthews 
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September is always an exciting but nervous time for our children – this year more than ever  as so many 
of our children have not set foot in in a school since Friday 20th March. Whether it is a new school or a 
new teacher, it can be a strange time for all children. However, I think this year more than ever, they are 
certainly more than ready to be returning to school, even though I am sure lots of children will be feeling 
rather anxious about coming back. 
 
We had a wonderful end of term and were able to give our Year 6 children a fabulous send-off! Only one 
child was unable to return and it was so special for them all to see each other again. We had our Leaver’s 
Service on the Thursday afternoon and were so grateful that Revd Sutherland was able to join us along 
with Jane Nattrass (Henry Dancer Days) and most of the staff. It was held outside on the school yard so 
that we were all able to social distance and it was streamed live to our parents and their families. We even 
had one set of grandparents join us from France! Lesley’s address to the children was just perfect -  all 
centred around a pencil! We did all suffer from sunburn the following day though! 
 
On the Friday morning, we held our Leavers’ Assembly outside again. We were able to stream it live again 
and this time, one of our parents joined us from the Caribbean! The children and parents were all able to 
watch the leavers’ videos as well as good luck video messages from their past teachers including Mrs Carr, 
Mr Urwin and Mr Boddy which was very special for them.  
 
The events all took place on the stage on the playground with a huge arch of balloons behind them. When 
the children finally came to leave for their last time, the staff formed a guard of honour and we all clapped 
and cheered them off the school grounds for their last time – it was very emotional for both the children 
and the staff - not to mention the parents! 
 
However, now, we are all gearing up to a full re-opening on Thursday 3rd September. The staff have two 
training days prior to the children returning. I am sure that many parents and children will be feeling rather 
anxious about coming back to school but I am of the opinion that they need to be back -  they need some 
kind of normality and routine back in their lives and given the chance to be children again, playing and 
chatting with their friends! The staff are all really looking forward to seeing them all again – I am sure 
they will all have grown so much since we last saw them! 
 
Last year was the most challenging of my entire career and I am anticipating that this year will also be a 
challenge. However, I know that we will all work together to ensure it is as successful as possible, even 
though it may be some time before we see you all in church again! 
 
 

Mrs Jane Davis 
Head Teacher 

Has lockdown damaged your eyesight? 
 
Are you suffering from ‘coronavision’? It is perfectly possible. 
Lockdown led to many of us staring at our television or computer screens for 
long periods of time. And that could have strained our eyes, warns the Col-
lege of Optometrists. 
By this summer one in five adults in Britain had reported a deterioration in 
their eyesight. Symptoms include blurred vision, difficulty in focussing, and red or painful eyes.   
As one optometrist explained: “Working from home, video calls with friends and family, watching more 
TV, time spent looking at your phone – all that screen time adds up. 
The good news is that this is unlikely to cause any permanent harm to your vision.” 
Nevertheless, the College urges people to get their eyes checked if they feel on-going discomfort. They al-
so advise that when you are looking at a screen, you rest your eyes every 20 minutes, blink regularly, use 
eye drops, position your screen below eye level and increase the size of the text. 
 

Source The Parish Pump 



 

Helping Christians of Central Asia during COVID-
19 
 
What do you do when you are persecuted for your faith during 
lockdown? Open Doors, which works with the Persecuted 
Church, has shared a story from their partners in Central Asia. 
 
It’s become sadly familiar to hear stories of Christian women around the world who are persecuted by 
their fathers or brothers. But Zebede is facing attack from her own son. 
 
Like many of us, Zebede has been under lockdown at home in her Central Asian country. Her adult son is 
bitterly against her Christian faith, and blames her for all the family problems.  He threatens her, beats her 
if he sees her reading the Bible, and even rips it. He doesn’t like to see her praying, and he threatens to 
burn down her church. The lockdown has been a hard test for Zebede. 
 
So when Open Doors partners recently arrived at her home with a bag of food, Zebede burst into tears. 
The supplies were vital, but she was even more delighted to see fellow Christians again. 
 
But Zebede is only one example among thousands of Christians across Central Asia. Lockdown has de-
prived them of income, and then the local government often deliberately neglects them when official 
COVID-19 aid is distributed. On top of that, they cannot even meet with other Christians, and are instead 
isolated at home, often with their persecutors. 
 
But Open Doors partners have been hard at work to bring vital relief aid and encouragement. On-going 
support from British donors has meant that local churches can be resilient voices of hope in their commu-
nities. 
One local church has seen their vision expand by twenty times. “We set the goal to help 100 of our local 
families,” says the church leader, Pjetr. “Frankly, we didn’t expect to be able to cover so many families. 
This is a huge amount of money for us. But today we are helping more than 2,000! This is a miracle!”   
If you can help Open Doors reach more isolated Christians, go to: https://www.opendoorsuk.org 
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Morning Prayer.  

Said Holy Communion 

Service of The Word and Eucharist 
Mothers Union Meeting (in Church). 

Holy Communion. 

Café Church. 

2nd Annual Table Top Sale. 

Service of The Word. 

Holy Communion. 
Said Communion 

Harvest Festival and Eucharist (1000 

can challenge) Picnic Church in the 

Churchyard 

Holy Communion 
Service of The Word. 

Dates for your Diary September 2020 

Musings on our Christian faith    

The purpose of prayer and of God’s call in your life isn’t to make you number one in the world’s eyes but 
to make Him number one in your life. – Ravi Zacharias                                                                                             
It is impossible to have the feeling of peace and serenity without being at rest with God. – Dorothy Pente-
cost                                                                                                                                                                 
Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden, but sin is forbidden because it is hurtful. – Benjamin Franklin 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org


Across 
 
8 Where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for 20 
years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6) 
9 One of the parts of the body on which blood and 
oil were put in the ritual cleansing from infectious 
skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14–17) (3) 
10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I have loved 
Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ (Malachi 1:3) (5)  
13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the 
church in Ephesus  (Acts 20:17) (7)  
16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground 
with his finger’ (John 8:6) (7)  
19 Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5) 
22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)  
24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to 
Ramah, but the boy ministered before the Lord under 
— the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)  
25 There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 
2:7) (4,3,6) 
 

Down 
 
1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6) 
2 See 24 Across  
3 Underground literature (including Christian 
books) circulated in the Soviet Union (8)  
4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)  
5 The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 
11:35) (4) 
6 ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and 
have no compassion on the child she has 
borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  
7 Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)  
12 ‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the 
— of engraving, to work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 
Chronicles 2:7) (3)  
14 Second city of Cyprus (8)  

15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)  
16 One of the women who first heard that Jesus 
had risen from the dead (Mark 16:1) (6)  
17 Braved (anag.) (6)  
18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 
1990s (6)  
20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 
and — in their own sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6)  
21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate 
us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (6)  
23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 

Bring back hedgerows 
 
We need our hedgerows back – urgently. They are 
part of ‘nature’s toolbox’ to help us reduce our carbon 
emissions. 
That was the recent message from the CPRE country-
side charity which points out that there were twice as 
many hedges in England before the Second World 
War.  Since then thousands of kilometres of hedges 
have been ripped up to make way for new housing and 
motorways, and to merge and enlarge fields.   
The 2007 UK Countryside Survey found that there 
were 600,000 kilometres of managed and unmanaged 
hedgerows in the UK, with the vast majority of them 
in England. 
This was a significant decline on the same survey 
from 1984, when there were about 680,000 kilometres 
of hedges across Great Britain. That is a reduction of 
80,000 kilometres, or 50,000 miles. To put that anoth-
er way, we have ripped out about 57,000 times the 
entire length of Britain (874 miles). 

No wonder, then, that the CPRE’s report, Greener, 
better, faster: countryside solutions to the climate 
emergency and for a green recovery, calls for millions 
of pounds to be spent on new hedges. It says: “By 
planting more trees and hedgerow, restoring peatlands 
and moving toward a more sustainable way of farm-
ing, we can use nature’s toolbox to capture green-
house gases from the air, while revitalising our natural 
environment.” 

ANSWERS 
 

ACROSS: 8, Kiriath Jearim. 9, Toe. 10, Ill at ease. 
11, Hated. 13, Miletus. 16, Started. 19, Micah. 22, 
Leviticus. 24, Eli. 25, Mary and Joseph.  
DOWN: 1, Sketch. 2, Priest. 3, Samizdat. 4, Shalom. 
5, Wept. 6, Breast. 7, Embers. 12, Art. 14, Limassol. 
15, UNA. 16, Salome. 17, Adverb. 18, Decade. 20, 
Clever. 21, Height. 23, Tear. 



Book Reviews Prayer Tip for the Month 
Think about your 
relationships. Are there any 
rifts unhealed, any hurts still 
unforgiven? Ask Jesus to 
show you a way forward 
with those you find difficult 
to get on with. 

God and the Pandemic – a Christian 
Reflection on the Coronavirus and its 
Aftermath 
By Tom Wright, SPCK, £7.99 
 
What are we supposed to think about the 
coronavirus crisis?  Some people think they 
know: “This is a sign of the End,” they say. “It’s 
all predicted in the book of Revelation.” 
Others disagree but are equally clear: “This is a 
call to repent. God is judging the world and 
through this disease He’s telling us to change.” 
Some join in the chorus of blame and 
condemnation: “It’s the fault of the Chinese, the 
Government, the World Health Organization...” 
Tom Wright examines these reactions to the virus 
and finds them wanting. Instead, he invites you to 
consider a different way of seeing and responding 
– a way that draws on the teachings and examples 

Smile Lines 

Praise to the Holiest in the Height                
                                                
Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways.                                           

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight 
And to the rescue came… 

And in the garden secretly, 
And on the cross on high, 
Should teach his brethren, and inspire 
To suffer and to die. 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways….             

By John Henry Newman 

Time to Pray – Prayer During the Day 
and Night from Common Worship 
CHP,  £3.99 
 
Time to Pray contains a simplified Daily Office: a 
pattern of prayer, praise and Bible reading. to help 
you take a break during the day, give thanks to 
God, and lift your needs to Him. 
It is suitable for those seeking a simpler form of 
daily prayer or those just beginning a regular rou-
tine of time with God. Prayer During the Day can 
be said at any time when you have space to pause, 
while Night Prayer is an uplifting and beautiful 
way to end your day. 
 
Straightforward and flexible to use, Time to Pray 
will draw you into a tradition that has been prac-
tised by Christians throughout the centuries and 
continues to be shared across the word today. 

Tumbling Sky – Psalm Devotions for 
Weary Souls 
By Matt Searles, 10Publishing, £3.99 
 
Gentle and wise, this devotional is balm for 
bruised souls. It will comfort and enable you to 
see the love of God afresh. 
 
Honest and wholly Christ-centred, these Psalm 
devotions shine the light of God's truth and grace 
into some of the darkest corners of our emotions. 
They help us to see the joy we can have even in 
the midst of pain, giving rich comfort, refresh-
ment and hope to the suffering believer. 



DAVISONS 
FOR THE BEST IN FASHION 

 

Front Street, Leadgate   
 

Telephone: 502355 

Eazyclean carpet & Upholstery cleaning 
First carpet £30, £20 per room thereafter on the same day 

Free deodorising with all cleans 
Rug and mattress cleaning 
Fire and flood restoration 

Mark Armstrong 07968926687 

eazycleanmark@aol.co.uk 

 

ON SALE IN THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
biscuits     coffee    tea 
dried fruit     chocolate 

honey    muesli  
and much more 

Traidcraft 
     helps small scale producers in 
developing countries supports people 
to trade out of poverty works to bring                   
            about trade justice 
 

COME AND BUY  –  PLAY YOUR PART 

 

 

PAUL LOWE COUNSELLING  
 

Are you currently struggling with a mental health or 
life issue? 

 
I can offer help using a range of therapeutic ap-

proaches  
including Walk and Talk therapy and mindfulness. 

 
 

Please contact or visit:  Paul Lowe/Counselling 
Directory.  

 

Tel:  07598 437 118  
 

The darkest times can bring us to the brightest plac-
es. 

 
There is always hope.  

 
 

 

Advertising 
 

If anyone wishes to advertise 
in the Parish News please con-
tact Stephen Bailey for further 
details   
                 

        Tel: 01207 521884 or 
 s.bailey489@btinternet.com 



 

OLYMPIC TYRE SERVICE 
CAR, VAN, 4X4 & TRUCK TYRES 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
WHEEL BALANCING 

01207 236200 
MITCHELL STREET, ANNFIELD PLAIN 

(BEHIND THE ‘PLAINSMAN’ PUB) 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 
Durham 
DH7 9SA 
 (0191) 3863850 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham City 
DH1 2HX 
 (0191) 386 3850 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

24 Hour Service 

●  Complete Funeral & Monumental Service to all areas  ●  Private Chapels of Rest  ● 
Funeral pre-payment plans by Golden Charter 

www.stuartwrightfunerals .co.uk 

Country Homes & Gifts 
Incorporating 

Gallery Coffee Shop 
22 Front Street 

Lanchester 
Tel: (01207) 520383 

 
 
 
 

 
MSD Building Services Ltd 

 
Gas Boiler Installations 

Service & Repair 
Landlord Safety Checks 

Log and Muti fuel Stoves 
24 hour Emergency Callout 

Plumbing and Drainage 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Easy access baths and showers 
Garage and Loft conversions 
Fully Insured, Time Served 
Family Run Local business 

 
 

Office 01207 521604 
Mobile 07939672948 
mick.msd@sky.com 

 

Peter Dougherty 
Kitchen and Bathroom Installations 
 

Free Estimates 
Design Service available 
 

 
01207 570100 
07866 203138 
mrpdougherty@aol.com 

 


